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The Committee of the House of Lords commeiu'ed its sittijips on the 
I3l]i iMay, imd elosed them on the 9th August, 183-2. 

The fullowinLi; Peers were named upon it : — Tlie Arelibisliop of 
ranterl>ury, and tlic Bisliops of London and of Liehheld and Coventry ; 
the Dukes of Buekinoliani* and Riehmond ; the Marquises ol' Slio'o'' 
and Westminster ; Jvai ls Harewood,* Kadnor, Selkirk,* and Bath- 
urst ; Viscounts Codericli, St. Vineent,* Combernu're,' and l>eres- 
ford ; and Lords Sea ford,* Ellenl)orouoli, Suffield, Lfoliand,* Hov/ard 
dc Waldcn,* Redesdale, Colville,* Napier, Auckhmd, and Bexlev. 
Of tliese, the 10 no])lcmcn distinguished by an asterisk are known 
to be either slave-holders or the very near relatives of those who are. 
The three prelates, together Avith the Marrpiis of Westminster, Rarl 
Bathnrst, Visconnt CJoderieh, and Lord Bcxiey, it is reported, took 
no ])ait in the Connnitiee. The Duke of Richmond occnj)ied the 
cliair; and of the remainiuL;' seven not one was recognized as a 
decided friend to anti-slavery principles, excepting Lord SufHeld ; the 
views of the other six l>eing, to say the least, doubtful. 

\t \vas Isefore a Committee thus constituted, as respected at least its 
pracJical elliciency, that tins great fpiestion came on ibr investigation. 
Can any man wonder that the fiiends of the .N'euro reoarded its 
appointment with some degree of apprehension and even dismay ? 
That their fears luive been agrcea1.)Iy disappointed l)y the resrdt, they 
must attr!l)ute to causes wholly independent of the constitution of the 
Committee, and which, under the overruling providence of Cod, are jo 
be traceil ratlicr to the happy ignorance prevailing, among most of the 
nolde slave-holders who atl;ended the Committee, of the real natuic 
of the system tliey weie so eau'cr to maintiiin, than to anv skill they 
possessed eithei' to veil its del'ormities or to give prominence to anv, 
il any there were, of its iidicrent claims to snpj;)ort. With one or two 
exceptions, none of them were personally acquainted witli the ob- 
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ject. ot'tiicir liUaclunoiit. They inay l»avc previously known it only 
tVoni the florid and delusive descriptions of interested agents,, and were 
probably as much appalled by the disclosme of its undisguised linea- 
ments as certain nionarchs are said to Ivave been shocked by the 
naked forms oi' the consorts to whom they fouml tiiemselves united 
l)y proxy. 

The following is the indecisive report of tins Conimittee: " Tlie Com- 
mittee luive applied themselves to tlie matters referred to them, and 
considering that there was no prospect of their being able to examine 
into the state of all the West India Colonies during' the continuance 
of the present session, came to an early delorn)ination to coidine 
their enquiry, in the fust instance, to the island of Jamaica ; and 
though tliey have collected nnHjii evidence upon the condition of the 
slaves in that island, sonje ol" winch is of the most contradictory 
description, yet they liave not ^oum\ it possible to enter into a 
detailed examination of many of the other points referred to them ; 
and upon none has their inquiry been so complete as to enable thenn 
to submit to the House any definitive opinion. They have, amongst 
others, called before tliem planters, managers, and proprietors of 
estates, attorneys, overseers, persons having connection with the 
island, or who have visited it in public ca'pacities, and missionaries of 
different persuasions ; and the most material points brought under 
tlicir notice have been— ~ 1st. Any progressive improvement which 
may have taken place in the state of the slaves since the abolition of 
the slave trade in 1807. 2nd. The actual state and condition of the 
slaves; the nature and duration of their labour; and also evidence as 
to instances of cruelty and gross abuse of authority and power. 
3rd. The increase or decrease of the slave population as it respects 
AiVicans and Creoles, and as airectetl or not by the state and system 
of slavery. — And 4th. Plans for improving the condition ol' the slave, 
or cfiecting his emancipation ; and oj)inions as to the probal)le con- 
dition oi" the Negro, and the effect upon society and property in the 
island which is likely to be produced by such emancipation. 

" Beyond this tlic enquiry has unavoidably diverged into various 
collateral matters, fron\ which the Connnittce could not abstain with- 
out omitting many important points, the consideration of which would 
be essential to a satisiactory conclusion. 

Under ihcsf rireun^stances, adverting to the advanced j»t'rio<i of 



?iio ses!^.ioM, and to the probable arrival of persons of aiitliority iVom 
.lumaica, whose evidence would be most desirable, tlicy liave dcter- 
Miined to postpone the consideration ol" any detailed report, and 
simply to lay the evidence collected before the Mouse, with such an 
index as may enable the Mouse, without difticulty, to refer to the 
iiifonnation which has i)eeiJ obtained upon any of tlie ol)jeets of 
♦ •iiquiry." 

Tlie evidence thus taken fills nearly 1400 folio pages, many of them 
closely printed, and which certainly form altogether a most, ponde- 
rous and unwieldy mass. Tlie utmost, therefore, we can liopc to 
accomplish, v. ithin any reasonable limits, is to give a very compressed 
view of their multitudinous contents. 

The pro-slavery witnesses examined liy the Conimitt.ee were as fol- 
lows : — 

1. 1'hc Duke of Manoiiestkr, who was Governor of .Jamaica for 
18 years, from 1807 to ]S'2(^ (p. 3—12 and p. :{79— o^O). 

2. Mr.NKY John Hixciici-iirr, Esq., .Judge of the Vice-Admiralty 
Court of Jamaica, who resided in Jamaica 17 years, from 1801 to 
1818 (p. 13—22; p. 322-- 328; and p. 339—345). 

3. John B.a n.T.iE, Esq., a planter and manager of estates in Jamaica, 
who resided in Jamaica from 1788 to 1 815, being 27 years; and after- 
wards revisited it in 1822 and 1825 (p. 22--25 ; 20-— 78 ; and 
92--163). 

4. Lord Si-..\FoiiD, a member of the Committee and a Jamaica 
planter (p. 88 — 92). 

5. Major-General Sir John Keane, K. C. B., late lieutenant-governor 
and commander-in-chief of Jamaica, who resided there ciiiht vears, 
from 1823 to 1830 (p. 163—185). 

(>. William Shaxd, Esq., a Jamaica proprietor, attorney, and 
mnnager, wlio resided there from 1791 to 1823; revisiting it again for 
;» year and a half in 1825 and 1826; l)eing nearly 34 years in all 
(p. 187—245). 

7. Sir MiCFLVEL Claiie, M. D., who resided, with occasional al)- 
seuces, 30 vears in .larnaica, viz., between 1798 and 1831 (p. 263 

■290). 

8. Admiral Sir Lawkenck Malsted, K.('.B., late rommarjder- 
in-chief on the Jamaica station from 1823 to 1827 (p. 291 — 305 
.11 id p. 32 I ). 
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9. Licul:cuaiit,-Colo!icl Ai,r.\,\Ni)i:ii Macdonald, of the Artillery, 
stationed for about five nioiitlis iu Jamaica, in 1 8*29 and IS.'iO, and for 
about six nioulUs in Honduras (p. 305 — .3'20 and p. 391 — 395). 

10. Rev. ,Ja>ii::s Ci iiriN, ii. niissioiiary, and afterwards a parochial 
cler*;ynian, in Antigua, lie resided there from 1799 to 1830, in 
all 30 years (p. 345— 3()7 and 396—412). 

1 I. Lord flow All!) \n\ W.w.dv.s, a mendier of the Committee and a 
West-India proprietor (p. 3>G9). 

12. Rev. Dr. BAUiiiiiT, secretary of the Conversion Society (p. 
370—379). 

13. Edmund Sharp, a Jamaica overseer for about 20 years, be- 
tween 1811 and .1832 (p. 779— -790). , 

14. Anouew Guamam DuiNUM, a solicitor residing* in Jamaica for 
14 years, from 1818 to 1832 (p. 812—825 and p. 956-- 961). 

15. Jam IS Simpson, r.s(|., wlio had resided nearly 24 years in Ja- 
maica (p. 961). 

16. E. J. \VoLsi:v, who resided at Hayti for six months and in tiie 
United States for tluee years (p. 1057 — 1065). 

17. Thomas W^iLLiAMs, a Berbice j)1anter, resident there for 1 5 years 
prior to 1832 (p. 1065—1071). 

18. Wuj.iAM Bi'iiGE, Esc[., late attorney-general of Jamaica, and 
now agent of that colony ; owner of a coffee plantation ; who resided 
there 20 years, from 1808 to 1828 (p. 965—976, 981—993, and 
997—1042). 

liiesides tliese witnesses various papers and aV)stracts were produced, 
in the course of the enquiry, by Thomas Amyoit, Esq., registrar of 
i'oloidal slaves (p. 27 — 29); R. Cr. AMvorr, Esq., his chief clerk (p. 
81—88; 248—261; 449—455; and 1079); and also by Mr. F.owaui) 
luviKG, an accountant (p. 976— 979; 993 — 996; 1010—1013; 1072, 
and 1 073 ; and 1076 and 1 077) ; and by Mr. E. R. Eaveuman (p. 1 0 1 3). 

The anti-slavery witnesses were nine in nund)er, viz. — 

1. Ivcv. John Bakuv, a Wesleyan missionary, who quitted Ja- 
maica in 1832, after residing- there six years (p. 412 — 448, and 
456—548). 

2. V'iee-Admiral the lion. Chaklks I''. 1"i.i-..m i no, connnander-in- 
chief on the Jamaica station from 1827 to 1830 (p. 548 — 563) 

3. William Tavlop., Esq., a merchant and manag-er of estates in 
Jamaica for 13 years, between 1816 and 1831 (p. 565 — ()3;^). 
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4. M(jv. Piivrrii Duncan, ii Wcsleyiiii missionary <-]uring- more than 
11 wars ill .hunaica, (Vom 1821 to 183"2 (p. f)35 — 706). 

5. Hcv. TiiO-MAs MouGAX, a Wcsleyan missionary, who resided in 
.hiiiraica and other West-India islands for 16 years, l)ct\veen 181 '2 aiid 
1831 (p. 707--7-2-2). 

(). Rev. Wif.MA.M Knm'.ij, a Baptist missionary, who rt^sided in .)a- 
niaica seven years, from I 82.'> to 183"2 (p. 72:'» — 779, and 801 — 810). 

7. Rev. Tiio.MAs Cooi'r.i;, a Unitarian missionary, who resided in 
.hunaiea upwards of three years, from 1818 to 1821 (p. 790 — 799, and 
8i0--812). 

8. Thomas Fow r.i.r, Bux rox, Es(j., M. P. (p. 8'27 — 9.">(>). 

9. Rev. JoJix TjHUirr,, a eler^vman ol' the estaldished e'anrch, who 
resided in Jamaica for nearly three vears, in 1827, 18"28, and 1829 
(p. 1048-- 1750). 

ijesides the examinations of these \vitnesses the Heport contains 
a iireat mass of doenmentary evidence, to wiiieh we siiidl spccili 
callv advert after we liavc j^iven a brief abstract of the oral testimoiiv 
on both sides, bcjiiiminu" with that whic'n was adduced in favour of 
Slavery. 

P R 0-S LAV ETl Y AV I T N E SS E S, 

1. TILi: DUlvE OF MANCIIFSTFR. 

ll is harciiv ])()ssib!o to conceive uiiy tiiiui.!: u]i)vv. incaurc and unsa- 
iisfactorv ilran the testimony ^ivcn by this noblciiiaii. After having- 
lilied the hiiiii odice of si;(t\eri:(>r of .jaiuaict, ibi' IS yc.irs, diiriiiLi' tiie 
iuterestiuii; i)ci"io(.i whit.'h extended fioiM tltc dale, of the a!)ctliiiun of the 
siuvc-trade, in 1807, to tl'.e ]jass!!!;«.:: ol" tiu: disallowed shive-law (luis- 
luiined amelir-rat iu;,i:) of 182f), he appears to know us iiUie eiiher of the 
events v,'!iich totik plaec nnder h.is ;j^-ovennneiil , or of th(! spirit aiifl. 
temper of the ditlerent cla.ssi!S of the j)opuhili(!U sulijtict. to Ins V[\\i\ ov 
(){' the laws wliich ine was appointed to adiiiinislcr, or of the chan;j.es 
in those lav.s which lie was instructed t(> rectauiiieiid or recpiired t(.) 
sand ion . or even oi' the death-warrants l-e w;is cabed ollii-iidlv to si;2,n, 
as nii'jjit have I)een found (il' not eviai less than niiLiht ha\e been 
fouud) iu t'ne coniinonest ol.)servei" of the suiue t ru us;\ct ions uIkj <le- 
rived his in fonna.tion ol" them only fi'oui the journals of the day. liis 
n)euu)rv, which we s}i(.)uld have tlcuuiht must have been siiiinped with 
indelible iinj)ressions of the occinaein;es of that eveiitfid and sj)irit- 
^lii'riu^- crisis, exhibits a smooth and unrudle<l surfa(,'e, an abnost ab. 
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solute blank : and he reimintU us much move tbicibly of a sulum iiu- 
inured witliin the walls oC his haram than oi a liii^h British functionary 
appointed i)y his sovereign to watch over the lives and the lil)erty, the 
well-beinj^- and the improvement, of nearly half a million of his fellow- 
subjects. This is indeed a melancholy exhibition ! We pretend not 
to say where the blame rests; but we trust that tlie days have now 
vanished for ever whicli can be darkened and disgraced by so painful 
and mortifying a spectacle; and when the powers, whether of good or 
evil, possessed by the British Government over the destinies of distant 
provinces, are delegated to hands so little fitted to wield them. 

Mr. Buriixs if we understand him correctly, has taken to himself 
the credit (p. 967) of having marshalled the array of the pro -slavery 
host for the late conflict. If so, he has certainly not shown himself 
an able tactician. His choice of the Duke of Manchester to lead the 
van of liis battle in the House of Lords, and of Captain Williams to 
head that in the House of Con\mons, reflects no lustre on his dis- 
cernment. It exhibits rather something of that infatuation which we 
have been apt to impute to the West Indian body, but Iron) which we 
were fully disposed l>cforeluind to exempt tluit learned gentleman. 

The Duke of Manchester's testimony may be thus summed up: — 
The treatment of the slaves was; excellent ; their food and clothing 
abundant (though he cannot specify quantities); and tlieir dwellings 
remarkably good in general. They all had land to cultivate lor them- 
selves, and the markets of the island were supplied from the excess of 
their produce witii provisions, pigs, and poultry; and their property 
was secure. Such was tiK;ir state as much when the Duke first 
lauded in .lamaica as when lic (psittcd it. The slaves might now be 
more enlightened, but , in other respects, not a bit better oif than they 
were twenty vcius ago ( p. 3, 4). He did not recollect any legislative 
ciiactments tending to improvement in his time, though there may 
have been one or two since he came away ; but complaints of slaves 
wi-re mucii more aMendod to. There was no feeling of private inse- 
curity while he reniained. except during the latter years of his stay, 
when two or three partial insurrectionary movements occurred (p. .:>). 
The onlv idcu, he conceived, the slaves had of et]uinc(j)atinu was th.e 
having uothii^o- to do. Tiiirtv davs' labour in the year. or as he afterwards 
says (p. 081), on tin.- authority of Bryan h'dwards, twenty, was enough 
to supply their wauls, aud thev would, therel'oie. Iiavr uo motive to 
lal'toMi' bc\<>ii(! this. iri coiitidf'wr m thrii' iu;t>l('M's. tiif >!a\(-s coiili-'. 
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feel little of it, as there are hardlv any of their masters tiiere. 'Ihev 
(lid not know their nKistcrs generally, lie believed the slaves possessing; 
property were superior persons, but he did not know what distinctions 
there were among them, and could not speeif'y instances (p. ()). lie 
(lid not recollect what had passtxl in the Jamaica Assembly as to their 
refusal to appoint protectors, or as to the admission of shivc evidem-e, 
except that it was admitted against their fellow-slaves, tliouiih not 
against white or free persons; or as to compulsory manumission ; or 
as to marriage. Sunday markets were not abolished in his time; but. 
lie believed, though of that he was not certain, tliat the slaves l»ad 
Saturday as well as Sunday, or at least, every other Saturday, exc(.'pt 
during crop. He was not aware of any law giviuii' tlie slaves a legal 
right of property ; nor of any attempt to sid>stitute the cat for tlie 
cart-whip, or to prevent indecency in the Hogging of females ; nor 
could he tell whether the slaves, though liable, as he conceived, to be 
punished by magistrates, were also liable to be punislied by co»nu.'ils 
of protraction, for unfounded complaints (p. 7,8). Me lecollected an 
attack on the house of aWeslevan missionary at Clu istmas. I8-H>; but 
he had not succeeded in discovering its authors, nor did he know 
that it was perpetrated by white militia-men, or tlmt it was excited by 
an inflammatory sermon of the Rev. Mr. Bridges, which sermon he 
had nevertheless read, and did not consider as inflammatory at all* 
(p. 9). 

His Grace Avas further questioned as to certain trials and executions 
of slaves which had taken place under his sanction, in 182 ^ and 1821, 
in the parishes of St. Mary, St. George, St. ..bimes, and Hanover, biit 
he was wliolly unable to speak clearly as to the circumstances of any 
of them. He did not even know, thouuh he a.dmiited tlu-y wen; con- 
dcmned as lobels, that they were taken in arms. ** I will jioi l)e cer- 
tain al)out arms, but. they were taken in the act of rel>el(i<)n cer- 
tainly;" but wliat act he could not tell. He had looked at all the evi- 
dence laid l)efore him, but had called for no furtiier ovidcuce. He could 



^ We also have road ilie sermon, uikI we (.'aniiot but marvel at liis Grace's 
judgment of it. its tendency, if not its aim, was to excite tlie white militia tu 
rise from their Cluistmas revels to assail the Methodists, lILu Grace's apology 
•''-M' the transact ion is that it wa* a drunken outra^r, 
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1101 rijcollcct wheliiei t lie whole of it, was not heiusay. lie. did not believe 
that, liny witness lor the prosceutiou luid been cross-exaniinetl. " How, 
indeed, "be aptly asks in leply, " ooidd it have l)eon ?" tor the licensed 
were "et.rtairdy not defended by connscb" He'liad never heard that 
a promise of tVeedoni was liehd oat to the witnesses lor the prose(Mi- 
tion ; or tiiat a latlier named Stirbni;- Ivad been convicted and 
execuied on tlie misworn evidence of his own son. a \m\ of thirteen ; 
or thai a husband had been foniid gni'.ty and hanged on the evidence 
of his wife ' ( p. 10, II ). 

i he Dnke is (jwestioned as to the fact of t.iie indemnity nv<i<!e to tia* 
lisastor for the slaves wlio may be executed. Me admits thai in sach 

■ 

cases " the owner is allowed a sum of money,'* iMit, he believes. 

;;ienerally \v.\i( \\ liclow the vabui. It used to be about £40. That 
is allowed by law" | (p. 11). On a subsecpient examination whicii his 



* Air] yet sucli were the facts of tlie case, as cxliibiled on llie very face of the 
evidence which was submitted to tiie Duke cf Mancl^ester, and on which he 
aulliori/.ed Uio execution of ciglil of llio king's subjects in one day ; a!id which 
lif! luinself transmitted to Lord Balhursl;and wliich Lord Bathurst laid before the 
1 !ouseof Commons, and by whose order they were printed, on th.e 1st March, lo25, 
No. (30. — For a full account of the many foul judicial niuvdcrs which occurred in 
Jamaica during llie years 18'23 and 1824, and of wiiicli liis Grace's recoiiections 
are so tceble and imperfect, tbe reader may rctcr to this important parhamentary 
docuinciit, and to an abstract of it contained in a pampiilet pubhshed l)y Ihu- 
chard, and to be had ut the Anti-Slavery Oflicc, entitled '"Tiio Slave Colonies of 
( ircat Britain, or a Pictvux; of Negro Slavery, by the Colonists liiemselvcs" 
(p. 35 — 03); and also to' the sjicech of the present Lord Chief .bistice, then Mr. 
Doninan, delivered in the blouse of Commons on ihe C'nd of March, 182G, when 
lie uioved a rcsohition reprobating, in the strongest terms of sorrow and indigna- 
tion, th.c perversion of law and the violation of justice displayed in these trials and 
cvccuiions. See the parliamcnlary debates of that day, and tlio Anti-Slavery 
i'opo-.ter, vol. L No. 10, p. 113, &c. 

i The Duke is so far right, in saying that this najst iniquitous practice is sanc- 
iioncd by law in Jamaica ; but he is quite mistaken in supposing drat tiic iu- 
diMuiiiiy is limited to .CU). On the contrary, in the case of the eight executions 
v.liich he himself authorized in St. Mary's, the indemnities were as follows, viz. — 
livMuv Nil.^bs (the man convicted by his wife), .£'50 ; Ciiavlos Drown, £I00; 
.bunes Stilling (the mtm executed on the cviilence of iiis soiT), CG") ; Charles 
VVaison, ,C80 ; Uodney Wellington, <t'70 ; WiUiam Montgomery, .1" 100 : IJiclianI 
C',»si',\Vj .i'lOO: iN.lorvis llenrv. XW. AH these poor eieature^, o\'.'epl t.ho 
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(Jrace miderwenl re>;|}ticl issj; these trials (see p. 38G), lie, aims at 
h.<alvin*j;' all (.Icibcts and lustifvina,- the warrant to execnte oi^jilit ol' the 
kiniv's .sul>iocts, I)y statin<r that he could not. recollei't the evidence ori 
which he had coiicludcd th.ev were ^uiilv, antl besides, no Ciovernor, 
he conceives, coiihl uet anv thinii' l:»v sill in*;:* a Nc^mo's evidence. " !t 
nnist: be done by j)crsons w}u> understood their lanti'uage and habiis, 
and are used to their tricks;" irn|)lyinji-, it. would seem, ti^at lie telt. 
hinjseIC wliolly incompetent, to the task of re-examiniiv.;- the evideiu'c; 
;ind he further, by way of rnakisig" his ajvology complete, says. " I 
KNOW tliat the persons executed all confessed.'' Mr. !3urjj,e, be thinks, 
was Attornev-(.U;neral at the tinu\ -' 



lirst, belonged loan fistate crtlled I'ronlior, llie properly ot" Arciiihaid Stilling, l''-,s(|., 
:-icolch getillemun, who stands high in reputation in Scotland as a rciigious 
character, but who seems to have pocketed £00.5 as die pi ice of the blood of these 
seven innocent and murdered men. These valuations stand recorded in the 
.lauiaica Uoyal Ga/ette, of ll'.e 28th December, 1823, whicii states that the crimes 
for wliich they were " all found guilty on the clearest cvidnicr, and sciitcnced to 
be hanged," were "rebeiiious conspiracies, and other crii/ics, to the ruin and de- 
struction of the white people and others of tliis island, and for causing, excitiiig, 
and promoting others t!u;reto ; an<l also for being concerr,cd iu rei)elliun, and 
designing to cormr.it murder, felony, burglary, and to set fire to cpitain hou.<es, 
aiid out-lioiisos : aiiii cowjins'dfig tnid iiiKtgiiiiug the dcat/i of tiie vMle propir iij 
the said parisii" — (h'less llieir majcslies !) v'an ail llii.- be heliev(;d ? And yel 
not one overt act of anv Icind wi'.s cvcii I'.ilcjcfl to have l>coi! conunitted . 'fhe 
only witnesses evcii of a tlcsigu. of conmiitting any on^'nce u-,i.s a hoy of thirfcen, 
uho charged his own fatlicr with it, and a man named Ned, ulio, wo are ex- 
pressly told, ill tlio Koyal Gazette of tlie 21st of pMiCCinber, that of liio 
]>receding week, did not even depose to any sucli design oa tiie part .my one, 
until he had 'deceived a promise of panh.m, and also of his IVecdnm," if he 
\vou!d ''discover the whole plot." And yet tlu; .DuI.e of ManeiicoitM , and Mr. 
liincliciine, and Sir John Kcanc. ami Mr. Sliand, and Mr. liurgi,- himself, wh<.» 
was t!ic Attorney-(tcncral, the law adviser of his Grace at this time, nn/t itiulli:; 
iilils, can tell us fliie tales of the eti'eetive |)rotecti(>n and seciirity, and of the un- 
rivalled felicity of men on wijom such deeds may be perpetrated with impunity. 
Such is tiie sta'.e in which Sir Charles liowley says he would jjrefer to hu horn 
to labotn-,"rather than in that of the .Lnglish peasant. See Anti-Slavery Reporter, 
No. 1 0-1. )>. -l 13. 

* What paiL Mr. lUirge may have taken iu this matler we know not, though 
hi' liud Mr. iiullnck were piohahly lli*"' Duke's coun'scllor- on the occasion. Mr, 



10 He pur t of the Coniiiiittee of the House of Lords 

His Grace thinks thai the insuneotioiiary movements of which lie 
had spoken were to be traced to the Negro's desire to emancipate 
himself. This he believes was the sole cause of the disturbances in 
St. James and Hanover in 1824. They certainly did not arise, he 
says, from ill usage — (|>. .'380).* 

The Duke is of opinion that attorneys and overseers are as likely 



B. best knows. But certainly notliiiig can be more contrary to the fact than 
the statement made, on the Duke's alleged knowledge, **'t!iat the persons executed 
all confessed." This statement is directly coniradicted by Colonel Cox, who 
was present at the trial and execution of those men. In a letter to the Duke, 
dated the day after die execution, viz. on the 25lh of December, 1823, inserted 
in the papers of 1825, No. GO, p. 44, Colonel Cox says, ** only one of the 
wretches confessed to the llev. Mr. Gorod that it was Uieir intention to have 
burned Frontier works, and Port Maria, and killed the whites. But none would 
mention any other Negroes connected with them, or show any symptoms of re- 
ligion or repentance. They ai.i. declared they would die like men, and they 
met their fate with perfect indiflerence.'* Even the qualified statement of Mr. 
Cox is untrue. On the very scaffold, as we should be able to show, pardon was 
offered to such of them as would acknowledge their guilt, and discover their 
accomplices, but they, one and all, persisted in protesting their own innocence, 
and positively refused to save their lives by criminating other persons of whose 
guilt they had no knowledge. We are the more forward to state these circum- 
stances, because not only is Mr. Burge in England, but Abraham Hodgson, Esq., 
the custos of St. Mary, who ])resided at the trial, and himself attended the exe- 
cution of these eight wuktcues, is now also in this country. He is one of the 
delegates sent from .lainaica along w idi Mr. Barrett to assist Mr. Burge in plead- 
ing tlie cause ot' slavery in tlie present session of parliament, \i is awful to con- 
template the total indiiference to Negro life, as well as to all the forms as well as 
essentials ot" justice which nuirked the whole of die proceedings of that feverish 
period. 

* Here ai^ain die Duke of Mancliester is contradicted bv the documents which 
he himseU' transmitted to tliis country in I-Mt. See the parliamentary papers 
already alluded to, No. GCi of 1825, p. 118. The disturbance on Argyle estate, 
in Hanover, belonging to Mr. Malcolm, was solely owing to that gentleman's 
having most unwarrantably and gratuitously endeavoured to shorten the slaves* 
Saturdays, by requiring dieu'. to muster in the field and work there some tim(.> 
before they were dismissetl to tiieir grounds. This conduct was not only unjust, 
but illegal, and it was obstinately persisted in by Mr. Malcolm, uotwithstand- 
iiit; the t:ouipl.uius iuul renionstrancc?- ot" his vslavcf. 
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10 well and leniently as the proprietors themselves — (p. 381). 

He was again questioned about the famous Slave Law passed by him 
in 18'2G, an<i disallowed by the Crown ; but he had forgot all about 
it, and could reply distinctly to noin^ of the questions — (p. 383, 384). 
He was further (|uestioncd as to the attack on the Methodist Mis- 
sionary at St. Ann's, after an inflammatory sermon by Mr. Bridges, 
and he stated his incapacity to call to mind the circumstances of the 
case, or the causes which prevented the detection and punishment of 
the delinquents. He relieved himself at last by referring the whole 
matter to Mr. Burge, who, he thinks, was the Attorney General at the 
time, and would be much more able to answer these questions tlian 
1 can be." It was his (Mr. Burge's) special duty to take uieasures 
for the discovery. He was instructed to do it" — (p. 38.")). 

The Duke admitted that he had l)een intinrate with Mr. Bridges 
who, he added, was "a person with whom any one would be glad to Ijc 
acquainted, as a gentleman and a n an of learning" — (p. 388). He 
had heard that dav, for the first time, of tlie case oi' Mr, Brids^es and 
Kitty Hilton.* Being shown a cart-whip, he said he had seen many 
such in Jamaica, though this, he thought, was somewhat larger than 
those used by the drivers. He had never, however, had one in his 
iiand in Jamaica; and had seen it hung over the driver's shoulder, or 
coiled round liis stick. He admitted that they made a sliocking 
noise with their whips ; and that in Jamaica every thing was done by 
the whip : it was used for signals ; and, if a l)oy was set to drive chickens, 
the first thing he did was to make a whip. Every estate has stocks 
to confine Negroes (p. 388). 

On estates, the puke always found old slaves comfortably pro- 
vided for, he supposed by their own families. Very few slaves went to 

* Mr. ; Bridgt'S has rortainly succeeded in gaiuiiig tlic fViendsiiip of suc- 
cessive Governors, tic was, it is assertecl, no less tlie favoured associate of 
convivial hours of i\\Q Duke's successor tluui lie was of the Duke iumself. 
Vet this chosen aticl fauiiliar companion of his IMajesty's representatives in 
that great island stands marked with infamy in tlie judicial records of Jamaica, 
and in the oOicial communications of his Majesty's Secretary of State. He has 
also been convicted of a false asid inalicicus libel on the courts of this country. 
Se»-; the Anti'Slavciy Kep-ortcr, vol. in,. No. 'iO, and vol. iv., No. 70, p. 140, 
.♦nd .\o. 7P, p. '1\''>. 
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tjluucli. The cliivcr (,"drrie«l, of course, the \vl»i|) to stimuliilc llic 
slaves to work; and, ifihcy did not work, tlic driver woidd use his 
whip lor tlirtt j)urpose — (p. oS9, 390). 

Sucli is the evidence of the Duke of iManehester, brought forwani 
in the (Vont of their battle I>y the Colonial Connnittee, to esta!)lish 
their y)ro-slavery case, and to confute the calumnies of the Abolilion- 
isls and of the Anti-Slavery Reporter. \Vc greatly doubt whether the 
result will satisfy them. It perfectly satisfies us. We ought, perhaps, 
to apologize to our readers for giving so much space to it; l)ut the 
rank of the witness, and the imj)ortancc attached to his evidence by 
the West Indians, seemed to justify this lengthened notice of it, 

2. M. IllNCIlCLims l-s.^. 

This lawyer, — for many years, we believe, the Ring's Advocate, and 
latterly the .Judge of the V ice-AdaViralty Court of .Jamaica, — has sur- 
prised us by his evidence still more than even the iioble Governor of 
that colony. IS is professional educiiliun and his legal habits were 
likely to have made his inforuiation, during 17 years of uninterrupted 
residence, of some value. It is nearly valueless. Ke knows nothing, 
he tells us, but " frosn gi>neral observation" of the cojulition of the slave 
popsdatioii ; ))ut thai, he conceives, enables him to state that, "as 
(•ompared with tlie la!)Ouri!ig population in m-y oilier couniry, it was 
exceedingly good indeed" (p. 1.'3). Want, as to food or clothing, 
was unknown among them; he had "no notion of any thing of the 
sort;" and, as far as 111; knew, their treatment was good and kiiul. 
Me had nut been led even to think ol" the sul)ject of emaricipation 
bei'orc he Icit t!ie island in 1 I 8 ; and now he had no idea <.)f a shive, if 
iVced, doing nn>re than supply his owu wants, and that lie would not 
very soon relnpse into l)inl)aris!n. In his time, no relinious instruction 
had been given tc> the skives e\C(>pt l>y missimusries, aral of then) or of 
the slatt' cd' r(d!gion he knows little. I'"ew plantation slaves Wi.re 
liien baptized . and he had never heard of a marriage among them. TiiC 
plnniiMs were je;dous oi' the iidluence of the missionaries in getting" 
utonev iVoiu the slaves. lie seeuunl to kn(»w absohitelv nothiii*-- of 
any l iboius of eiergyuK'n among them (|>. \ A — l(i). Sli-.ves had cer- 
tainly no legal right to property in his time, but he had never heard 
of iis lu ing iiiicrU'red with, thoiigh many of theuj, he l)clieved, pos- 
■^essed jMopei iy. The t reat nn-ut of t he slaves was. lie also believed. 
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lenient; and the leaning of jurors, on trials, in tlieir favour : but he 
rou'.d not recollect particular instances. Indeed lie had never seen 
a slave trial. The judges were ahnost all planters, and not ))roies- 
sional men, and they acted in general without any legal assessor (p. 
1 7"-- 19). 

i*.lr. 1 linchcliii'e inulervvent a second exanunatioii, l)ut little more 
u'as elicited from him, by means of it, except matters ol' mere vague 
opinioti and not of knowledge, lie was inclined to think, upon th.e 
whole, that the act of 1831 did give slaves a legal right of pio|)e!ty, 
hut of this he was not sure, lie much disap})roved of a sl;ive pro- 
tector, a? beino- discourteous to the master, and as prepidicialiy iiiter- 
{'ering l)ctv.een him and the slave. On viirious other points he j)ro- 
fossed himself whollv uninformed. He knew no slave hat could read 
(p. 322—331). 

His statements were equally vague as to tlie industry whether of 
the slaves or of the free, l ie inclined to think, however, that the shive 
would work more diligently i'or himself on his own one day in tlie 
week, wliilc compelled to work five days for his master. The late 
insm rcction, he w as of opinion, though he had no knowledge of the 
i'act, was excited bv the missionaries. Of the missionaries, however, 
whether white or black, \\c knew nothing, excepting in the case of 
one man, a Baptist, whom he believed to be a very respectable, well- 
behaved man. The general im|)ression resj)ecting them, however, 
among the planters, was uid"avoural)!e (p. 332 — 330). 

Mr. IlinchdiiVe had witnessed punishmetUs, but he did not think 
they could be called severe, if they permitted a man to return to his 
work immediatelv, or in a day or two alter The floiiiiinu' both of 
men and wometi was on the posteriors. He l)elieved it was not 
uncommon to pichle the woimds alter a (logging. He did not ktiow 
how many lashes the driver might inflict of his own authority ; it 
miglu, be five or ten. The nuister or manager might inflict .'iO. He 
believed that acts of cruelty would excite general indignation in 
.lamaica. He liad never attended a slave court in his life ; but he 
believed the slave had no cicil reujcdy. Of the nuans of rt;dress, in 
other cases, enjoyed by the slaves, he l>egged to refer to tlie slave 
law. As to licentioiisni'ss, he seemed to admit that it was pretty 
aeneral amono- all clas?*es, but not attended with the same violations 
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of external decency which might. i»e witnessed in populous cities in 
Europe (p. 340— -344). 

On the whole, the evidence of this gentlcmtin niight well have been 
spared ; but it is at least harmless. If it proves any thing, it proves 
this, that a man of good education and respectable acrpiirements may 
pass not merely a few months, but 17 or 18 years in a slave colony, 
and know as little of its interior as if he had passed his whole life in 
travellina' between Lincoln's Inn and Westminster Hall. 

3. lOlliV BAILLIE, Es,^ 

We come at length to a planter, and a man of no small experience 
in that capacity, for he had resided in .lamaica 27 years at a stretch, 
till 1 SI.'"), and had afterwards visited it twice between 1822 and 1826. 
Mis experience, during that time, taught him that tlie slaves \verc 
" happy and contejitcd sufficiently provisioned, particularly in his 
own district, including Westmoreland, St. .Tames, Trelawney, Hanover, 
and St. Ann ; and that they were remarkably improved in moral and 
religious feeling. The character of overseers, he said, was also improved. 
The property of slaves was uniformly protected. In case of ill usage, 
a slave generally obtained redress by going to a magistrate or a neigh- 
bouring gentleman. He had every facility in making his complaints, 
and also for religious worship. This testimony applied to the period 
even before 1815. He found matters still more improved in his last 
visits. Baptisms were more frccpient, and that in gangs of 20, 30, or 
40. Tlic clergyman was invited, and had a dinner, with a douceur of 
£25 or £30 besides. Before 1815, baptism was generally i»,Tanted 
on rcfpicst as a boon ; marriage, too, was now mnch more frerpjent. 
His own estate, Boehampton, in St. .lames's, has about 350 slaves. 
He had no school upon it, but he understood that schools had in- 
creased 'Mbr coloured children.'* \^_^luntarv manumissions he under - 
stor)d also to have become very frequent. He had offered to sell, 
vitnuimisslon to his own slaves, hut 7iot one had ever accepted it. 
I b^ thought all masters should be willing to do so whenever slaves 
apply for it. His own Negroes, to whom he oflered to sell their 
freedoiu, had the njcans of paying for it. One of them, of the name of 
.lohn Bi^illie, who refused the otter, possessed from £600 to £800; hut 
nr. ?/v/s executed, the other d.atj as a. leader in the rebellion. He was 
originally a mason, an<l made a tloal of njonov irj that wav; but. being 
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a confidential person, he was made liead driver, and getting lame, 
thongli only 48 years of a^e, he was then made a ranger to go round 
the estate, and had a mule to ride and a boy to attend him ; he had 
also his !>onsc and land, and cattle running on tlie estate. In the h\st 
return of May, 18131, he stood in the list '''exempt from labour," and 
yet he was one of tiie ringleaders in the rebellion." Mr. I3aillic can- 
not tell precisely what property his Negroes were possessed of. * Me 
had never known but one man, a brown man, who had a])plied to 
purcliase his freedom and been refused, lie was a slave of Mr. Gor- 
don, a gentleman who has distinguished himself in Greece (p. ■2*2 — '25). 



* The above statement is, in some of" its parts, so extravagant arul incredible 
that we fell disappointed that it should have been followed by no crc>ss-examina- 
lion. In a later part of the enquiry, however, we fmd it again adverted to, but 
still in a way which leaves a part of its strange inconsistencies unexplained. 
The on/i/ time, Mr. Baillie observes, tliat he offered his slaves leave to buy their 
freedom was (we presume during the Christm.is revels) about Christmas, 1825. 
They refused it, but gave no reason for tlieir refusal. They laughed in his 
face," and an old African man, the same identical .fohn JJaillie, the ranger men- 
tioned above, speaking for the rest, said, " Massa, rne know better, massa, than 
take freedom." "I never oflered it," Mr. Baillie adds, "but on that occasion." 
"The whole gang were up, and I called tliree or four of them, and, in a Inug/ting 
n:ai/y said, * You have heard talk a great deal about freedom. Jf any of you 
want to be free, 1 am willinc? to qive it to vou. .lohn, what do vou think of it?' 
it was done in a jocular wm/, but perfectly in earnest, if they would avail them- 
selves of it.'* This o^^er to sell them their freedom, he adds, was general, and, 
though the ranger alone answered, yet any one might have dissented from him. 
In speaking of the property of his slaves, however, on a former day, he had 
referred to this one man, his slaves generally " ccrtainltf noC' having suflieient 
property to purchase their frecdon). Thus man, he knew, did possess property, 
and the ground of his knowledge he thus states: '' lie had cattle runnitig upon 
the estate (two cows and their calves); he had also a flock of goats, and he had 
also hogs and poultry;'' and, when the conversation took place as to his freedom, 
his daughter stated to him, " Massa, he cfm 1)uy us free very well if he choose ; 
he have plenty of money." Being asked how he knew that this ranger, wlio 
was esecuted for rebellion, possessed the sum of ,£GOO or .£'800, which he had 
represented him to possess, and also how it was invested, he said he had no 
other means of knowing the fact tlum he liad already seated, and that the pro- 
perty was in " money, or in stock, as cattle, pigs, and so on ;" and if in money, it 
wns " perhaps hid away." lie could not lell whut harl become of this property 
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When Mr. Baillie lirsl, went to .laniaicii very little tro'al)U: \vnstal;en 
to iustnict slaves; much more Ivas been taken latterlv. Sunday i:^ 
now never made use oi' as a day of labour ; formerly it was. I'eniale 
slaves are not treated or punished indecently l>y their masters, who, he 
tliiiiks, have less power, rjuoad licentiousness, than is possessed over 
maid-servants in England. Slaves are certainly not often subjected 
to J)arl)arity in piuiishment, and the means of redress ase always easily 
to 1)0 had. ( ■omj)lainls, whether trivial or serious, arc ??Yir(?/' smothered. 
The shive law prohil>its the separation of families. \o diHiculty 
atieiids slave evidence, in the case of acts of cruelty. Slaves, once 
made IVee, are never reduced to slavery ay;ain. No lai)0uring" poj>ula- 
tiou, certaiidy, can l»u better fed ; and no slave is compelled to do 
lialf tlie work of an English labourer. It is clearlv the master's in- 
tcrest to fe('d and clothe Vjis slaves well. Slaves are proud oi" wearing; 
shoes, butthey throw them off winm not waitinu, at table. 'I'lie planter has 
to su{)|)ort tlie old and young, and all incapable of !ai>our. Eree labour 
is to be preferred to slave labour, if it can be obtained. A slave's dwell- 
ini; is sacred from the master. The intrusion ol' a protector, therefore, 
would bo oll'ensive to him. Mr. Baillie ol)jec\.s strongly to a protector, 
as uiMK'cessary find injurious, and as likely to generate discontents. 
Ti)e Negro houses arc very cornfortalde, bi!t he hin\self did not often 
enter ihem. lie has gone into the house of his ranger, and had wine 
oli'ered him there. Mis slaves had no day given them for their grounds in 
crop time,l)ut he sometimes gave four or live additional days after crop. 
He admitted, however, that it would be an advantage to the slaves, at 



since the nmgor's oxccuiion, but lie hoped to ascertain it on his return to Jamaica, 
wliich was about to take place. |.>eiiig further askctl wliat he conceived had 
been ilie man's object in revolting, he replied, " h is totally impossible for mc. 
to conjecture ; I had mc\\ eontulencc in him that if my family had been there, 
even my daughters, I should have implicitly placed them in his charge and 
tliought them perfectly safe." 

Now what can he said to all this ? It must eitlier be the wildest fable ever 
fabricated, a nieie romance, or this poor ma!» must have suffered from his over- 
seer some very harsh and unwortliy trcatiuont of which his master knew nothinu. 
The sotuid of a cart-whipping, and the groans it niay have drawn from him, of 
ei>'.irso could not rcacii the ears of his master across the .'\tlantic; and to wliai 
indignilii^?? besides i»o or his daughter may have been subjected wlio can tell? 
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all seasons, to luive time for cultivating- their gromids. The only sUivc 
on hi.!> estate who had cattle was hi.s ratJger : he had two rows, and 
some ealvc?>. The slaves do not eat much (crrinal foofly and w/ial thni/ 
do cat tliey like to cat in a /tntrld state (p. '20 — o9). 

Tlien follow, in this and other parts of Mr. Baillie's evidence, (jues- 
lions abont the name and use of the cart-whip or driving;- v,'l)i[), as it 
it u ere of the slightest importance what name it bears, or what is its 
precise form or size, so long- as it serves to lacerate the bared limbs of 
liuman beings, men and women ; prickly rods l)eing' employed to 
ao-o'i-avate its lacerations, and brine or lime-iiuce to add to its torture. 
Mr. Baillie, however, stands pre-emiricnt among- pro-slavery witnesses 
for the unflinching- boldness of his assertions resj)ccting the non-use 
of the whip. Many years ago, this practical planter of thirty years' 
standing' had seen such a thing as a cart-whip ; but, if vscd at ail, it 
must have been before tlte abolition of tiie slave trade. No such thing has 
been known since; nay its iuHictions have been wholly discontinued 
since 1795! He has not known it since that time, either on his own es- 
tate or on any of the estates in the surroundingdistrict for twenty miles. 
The whip is carried into the field certainly ; but not as an instnnnent 
of punishment, only as an emblem of authority. Then, he says, the 
laws of Jamaica prohibit the use of the whip in inflicting punishments 
without ample time being allowed after the oficnce has been com- 
mitted ; whereas it is well known there is no sucli law in Jamaica. 
In short, the whole of his evidence is of so random and rambling a 



* ft would 1)G endless to expose nil the strange uniueaninfl^ statements and mis- 
representations contaiised in the al)ove abstract of ten pages of Mr. Baillie's 
evidence, contradicted too as much of it is by other pro-slavery witnesses ; — such 
as Sunday is never used as a day of labour — women are not indecently 
Hogged, and are not expo.:;ed to licentious outrage — there arc no barbarous 
punishments — die slaves liavo easy means of redress — tlieie is no sej)aration 
of families, &:c. Even when iie speaks die truth he strangely disfigures if. The 
slaves do not eat much atiinral food in .la'naica. That is true. IMaiiy of iheni 
eat none at all. !>ut dien he would imjjiy, l.iocause they eat it putrid, that tliey 
prefer it in that state. Tlic fact is, diey are (h'iven by necessity to cat it {Milrid, 
for they can get httlo else. Th<! Negroes in Cuba, Caraccus, and Ibiyti eat goofj 
hcef daily. Why do they tiot in .Jamaica ? Simply because tliey cannot get it. 
ill ilayti, beef is twopence a poutid — in ,'amaicn, a shilling ; and, if the sla\(s 
used it, it would he doubh' that price in a week. 
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nature, that we feel some difficulty in believing that the witness could 
understand the meaning of the words he uttered. \\, the very nioment 
he is saying that the use oi' tlie whip has been discontinued since 1795, 
he limits the nund^cr of the lashes that may l>e given by the driver in 
the field to six. Again, he denies, in the strongest terms, the use of 
the whip to compel field labour ; yet, when he is asked, in a subse 
quent part of his examination, whetlier there is a hope as to the fitness 
of the slaves for emancipation, he replies, I conceive not; for the 
nature of the Negro is such that, unless he is compelled^ he will not 
work." Me does not even think it possible that, in any number of years 
to come, the slave would l>e prepared to labour as labour is conducted 
in other parts of the world ; and, if free, he would be unable to take 
care of his family. Slaves made free, he maintains, become mere 
nuisances, and are no assistance to any one — (p. 41 — 45 and 60,61) 
JSmancipation v^^ould be the ruin of the slaves — (p. 115). 

What possible use can be made, even so as to form an intelligible 
abstract, of such wild and contradictory statements ? 

It will be wholly unnecessary to follow Mr. Baillie in his details 
(p. 45 — 60) of the various employments of his slaves by day and by 
night, and which occupy many pages that tend to nothing and con- 
vey no useful information whatever. In the course of his evidence he 
takes occasion to allude to his anxiety for the religious instruction of 
liis slaves, and to his having even meditated building a chapel for them 
on his estate ; but his attorney told him it would be throwins: away 
money to do so. He therefore aliandoned the plan. His favourite 
ranger seems to have been little inclined to attend to religion : he 
preferred having three wives to paying it any attention — (p. 51, 52). 
The only conversation he states himself to have had with his slaves 
about nmrriage was to ridicule it (p. 157). 

Sunday," says Mr. Baillie, ** has become a day of rest by law;" 
and this he affirms in the teeth of the verv last slave act, which lec-alizcs 
Sunday markets till eleven o'clock. Again, " The slaves never have 
been compelled to cultivate their grounds on Svmdays" (p. 55). — And 
yet they never had any other day allowed tliem by law but Sundav, 
until the very year, 1788, that Mr. Baillie first visited the island. 

The endless encpiiries and remarks about shoes, and beards, and 
razors, are only laughal>le. The object seems to have been to prove 
that the Negro's foot was not made to wear shoes, although it is 
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lulmittcd they wear them if they can on g^ala clays, and whlh^ waiting 
at table, and that they may protect the feet from many an iujui v ; 
and also to prove tiial tht; Negroes, havin^^ jio Ix-ards, do noi www 
razors, though no man can take the troidjie to inspect a NegioV; r;u'o 
without {feeing that the l)eard, which even iMr. Baillie admits is con- 
spicuous i:i the aged from its whiteness, is only ohscmt'd in the vonnLi 
by the common blackness of the hair and skin. 

We may also omit the details about spell-keening, and i»ospital#, and 
ploughing, and holeing, summing up the whole in a brief senfon<N' : — 
That, generally speaking, the slaves have, in crop-time, nor ;nore «.han 
six hours' rest in the twenty four; that hospitals are sometimes coveted 
by the slaves as a respite from severe toil ; and tlvat tlie hands of men 
and women are too generally employed in digging the ground, where 
ploughs and cattle would do the seime work much more eirectuallv. 
and to the obvious saving of human health and life. Those arf all 
points we need not touch upon or attempt to jirove. 

It were still more vain to follow Mr. Baillie in his loose, undigested, 
and wholly unanthenticated statements respecting the increase and 
decrease of the slave population. He specilies, however, certain e<tat< s. 
in the management of which he himself was still concerned, and from 
which he had received recent returns of the population, which heaninnod 
to be increasing on all of them. But on inspe<'.ting the authentic ac- 
counts of the population of those particular estates in ti)o y<^ar I8J7, 
as compared with the year 1831, as they stand in the sworn returns ol 
the overseers to the diflerent parish vestries, it is evident tliat Mr. I>ailli<' 
must have been misinformed on the sid:)ject. We find ordv two (d* tin' 
six estates he mentions to have increased in that time — namelv, the 
estate of Home Castle in St. Ann, belonging to the late Mr. W. llMine 
Gordon, and Georgia in Trelawney, belonging to Mr. Thomas ( iordon. 
On the former there were, in 1827, 318, and, in 1831, 33 ) ; s > iluit, 
supposing there was no addition by purchase or reinoval, the iiicrt asc 
by birth would be 21, or nearly two percent, per annum. On ( icoi ivi;i 
the number, in 1827, was 255, and, in I S3 1, 258. The population of 
the retnaining four estates v/as as foUov.s, vi/. — Blackness, in Vvrst- 
njoreland (the late Mr. Grant's), in 1827, 258; in 1 8-'. I, 251; rhr 
decrease in the six previous years having been 33. Gibraltar, in Tre- 
lawney (Mr. Campbell's), in 1827, 1(13 : in 1831, 157. Slueitiold, in 
Trelawney. h\ 1827, 2 ! 3 : in 1 83 1 . 2 1 1 ; the derrrase of the six j.rr- 

(■ 2 



Rpporl of ihc: (.'ommlitca ^>f'(hi: /icr-y "/ / 

vions years iiavinu' been 20, wnt] of the wlsole lisn year.s OrangY- 
Bay, ill Hanover, in 18:^7, 281 ; and in 1 831 , ^iii4 ; tii - r! >crea*e of 
ihe precoilin;:; wjx years haviiio; hecn 28, and of the v:n<,U- r-u v^^ars 45, 
Mr. Baillic l)!nndcrs s;idly al)OMt t.lie lawof >i!av- ■ - ^, 'n on«^ 
place he says (p. l'2-2) that he never knew it, reject'v.Mh ; Vi;; 5)niy hiw 
on lhat su'njei'}, h(»\vever, the law of KS'il, may ho seen in the 
Aiiti-Slavrry Keporlcr, Nf). 104, p. 44(>. rie is certain, too, that a 
Nei;r(» carmol now ho pnnislicd with :\\) stripes, l)y ids master or mana- 
e,er, lor merely hcini*- absent from liis work (p. 76,77). There exists. 
how(;ver, no law iniposiii'i;- any siieh restraint on tlic master's power, 
lnd(!ed, Mr. Baillie hiniself afterwards acbnits this (p. 120). 

Bein^ asked resi»eetini;' tiie licent ious intereonrsc between tlie sexes 
said to Ije prevalent in Jamaica, he replied tluit he did not consider 
tiait th(;r(; was anv licentious intercourse between tliem. It was true 
white |>eople had all l)laclv or coloured mistresses living* with them on 
the f >oting' of man and wife in this country; but he had never seen 
any viol ition of flccency. lie coidd not name one friend, or any 
overseer or other person, v.ho did not indulge in this practice. He 
had never known anv ndssionaries who did so, nor any clergyman ; but, 
if he wer{^ told they did, he woidd believe it (p. 108, 109). He could 
say nothing- of schools : he had never visited any. Estates, he con- 
ceived, had nothing to do witli schools. He had never put a slave to 
school, and m^ver knev,' one wh »co»dd read. He believed Mr. Charles 
Nicholas Fallmer had established a school on his estates* (p. 1 11, 1 12). 

Mr. Baillic did not know what allowajice of food the law required 
to be u,iven to a slave when he had no provision grounds of his own. 
The law of humanity was tlie only law he knew on that point. He 
never knew a penalty eidbrced for an insullicient supply of sustenance 
to a slave (p. 12.'), 12b). 

jii a later period of liis exandnation, the driving- whip was again the 
i;ui)iect of en(pnry ; and lie tlien contradicted much of what he had 
s-u(l before. He denied, indeed, vehemently, tlie use at all of the 
cart-whij» in the tield. It was quite another sort of whip whic'i was 
t:arried there; aval even that was nsc«l, not for piiiiishment, but show. 
It was tiencrallv iliscontinued — not, as lie said at first, in 179.5, but, 
he believed, in ISl.^. He even adnntted that the driver is not now 
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ftreventcd IVoni using- it in tlie field by any law. ()n the contrary, ho 
said that, during- the twenty-seven years he had been a planter, men 
and women did labour under the direction of a driver with a whip in 
his hand (p. 128). 

Mr. Baillie had testified that the slave was not compelled to do half 
so much work as the English labourer did. Being re-examined on 
this point he acknowledged he knew absolutely nothing.;; of Englisli 
labour (p. 129, 130). 

The question of the duration of night-work was again resumed (p. 
130 — 137), and with tlie same confusion as we have noticed in every 
other pro-slavery witness. Wc again refer our readers on that sul)ject 
10 the notes in the Anti-Slavery Reporter, No. 104, p. 337, and 417 
and 418. 

The time required l)y t!ie Negro to cultivate provisions for himself 
and family no witness could state very precisely. One witness, Mr. 
Sliand, did not scruple to say that one day, in seme instances, or a 
week in others, was quite sufhcient. The Duke of Manciiesler and 
others raised the number to thirty or perhaps twenty. Mr. Baillie 
seemed to think that the 26 aliov/ed bv law mii::ht be enough; but 
he alwavs himself jxave them four or five or six days more after 
crop, besides their holidays; and the Sundays, h.e adds, they may oc- 
cupy iis they please. He had denied, indeed, that they were under 
any necessity of working on llie Sunday, and he never knew them 
compelled to do so. At length, however, on tlic (Mghtli day of his 
cxaminatioti, he went so far as to admit that they do cultivate tlieir 
urounds on Sundavs, thouah he did woi himself call them to do it" 
(p. 148, 149). 

Mr. Baillie was very anxious to the last to testily that I he Negroes 
did not work by coercion, and that they would on no uccount work i"or 
wages if free; but yet, after all, nothing but the fear of punishment 
re dly obtained from them the lal)our which v.as obtained, just as in 
the case, he said, of soldiers aiicl sadors. P>iit the N'egroes dilfered 
from all otiier people, he added, in l)eii!g more lazy. No man who 
was made free ever returned to work in the fieid (p. 1.01 — !.'")4). 

I le was ag;ainst ail interference of e\'ery kind !)etwee?i njaster and 
slave, whether by Protectors, or by Ordeis in Council, or by suggestions 
of Secretaries of State. 11' the West Indians had l>een lel't to themselves, 
he thought, improvement would have gomj on mu< h more rapidlv; if 
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had l)ceii much icUirdod by tJic conduct of the Govevmiieivl and peopk: 
of this country (p. 162). 

Such, in substance, is the evidence, the confused and contrtidictory 
evidence, of this great and experienced planter, put forward with no 
small promise and examined at much length. It forms altogether so 
strange a jumble of inconsistencies, and is so much at variance with 
truth, and even with probability, that we should have concluded that 
lie had laboured, while delivering it, under some unfortunate aberra- 
tion of mind. This would have been our unavoidable conclusion, 
even if we had hccird nothing of the tatal act which soon after closed 
his earthly course, and which seemed to confirm all our preconcep- 
tions on the subject. We can only wonder that so acute a man as 
Mr. Burge, and one so well acquainted with colonial matters, should 
have rested tlie mighty interests of which ho is avowedly the advocate, 
as he is the agent, on the testimony of one so little fitted to serve the 
cause he was brought forward to support. But, though he has since 
been removed to another tribunal, his evidence still stands forth, in all 
its native force, to condenni the system in which he was nurtured, and 
to which, for so many years, he zealously and perseveringly clung. 

4. THE iX)RD SEAFOUD. 

liOrd Seaford presented to the Committee a report made to him by 
his attorney in .hiinaica, on the 1st of August, 1825, of the condition 
of his three estates in St. James's, in respect to the grounds, and 
the quantity of stock of various kinds, possessed by his slaves. The 
recapitulation is as follows - 

The slaves on the three estates amounted to 864, and they possessed 
aniong them about 52 acres of garden grounds, and about 590 acres of 
provision grounds, in all 642 acres, being nearly in the proportion of 
three-fourths of an acre to each individual. They were also found to 
possess 131 cows, 26 oxen, .53 heifers, and 81 calves, making 291 
head of horned stock, together with 522 hogs, and 1728 head of 
poultry. Besides the provision and garden grounds, the stock be- 
longing to the slaves ran in the pastures of the estate free of charge. 
The young oxen , when fit for the yoke, were bought for the use of the 
estate at £1 0 a piece. They ran with the estate's cattle, and were taken 
care of exactly in the same way. Tl\e stock, his T^ordship states, is 
fniiia /If/r the property of the Nogioos. Mis uumager has proposed to 
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i)cprive thcni of this indulgence, but. added that it would be necessary 
to puiohase it of them, as, by the Jiew slave act, tiiey had acquired a 
legal property in all that stock. The proposal was made in a letter 
w hich his Lordship had received only the day before, and was suggested 
as a punishment for the misconduct of the slaves in the late rebellion. 
Beiuf^ asked whether he assented to this proposal, he said no. There 
had been, however, as yet no time for signifying either his assent or 
dissent. 

A (juestion then arises respecting the law of 1831, which has affected 
to give to the slaves a legal right of property ; and Lord Seaford seems 
to he of opinion tliat the law is so framed as to confer that right upon 
them. This point being important, and believing Lord Seaford as well 
as his manager to he wrong in the interpretation of that clause, we 
shall deem it necessary to give tlie law at length. It is the 14th clause 
of the Act of I9th February, 1831, and is as follows: — 

" Aiicl whereas, by the usage of ihis island, slaves have always been per- 
mitted to possess personal property, and it is expedient that such laudable custom 
should be established by law : T3e it therefore enacted, by the autiiority aforesaid, 
that if any owner, possessor, or any other free person whatsoever, shall wilfully 
and unlawfully take away from any slave or slaves, or in any way deprive, or 
cause any slave or slaves to be deprived of, any species of personal property, by 
liitn, her, or them lawfully possessed, such person or persons shall forfeit and pay 
tu such slaves the value of such property so taken away as aforesaid, the same 
to be recovered under tlic hands and seals of any three justices of tiie peace be- 
fore wlioni the complaint shall be laid a»id the facts proved, which three justices 
of the peace shall have the power of summoning witnesses, who shall be bound 
to attend and give their testimony, under the penalty of live pounds : provided, 
nevertheless, that nothing in this act shall be construed or deemed to authorize 
ai\y trespass, or to allow any slave or slaves to turn loose, or keep, on his owner's 
or other person's property, any horses, mares, mules, asses, cattle, sheep, hogs, 
or goats, without the consent of liis owner, or person in possession of such lands, 
being fust had and obtained : provided always, and be it further enacted, that the 
said justices shall not have power to investigate any proceeding under the pre- 
ceding clause unless the complaint be brought before them within twenty days 
of tiie alleged committal of the injury : and provided tiiat such justices shall not 
take cognizance of any claims ma<le by slaves for property above twenty-five 
pounds value, but all claims for sums above tiiat amount shall and may be re- 
covered by the owner in the courts of this islantl, on behalf and for the use of 
such slave; but provided always that nothing lierein cont' ined shall be deemed 
authorize the institution of any suit at law or in equity or the recovery of any 
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such cl:iim by any slave in liis own name, or otherwise than in the name of his 
s;iif.l owner." 

Now, instead of cidjnitiing that this law gives to the slaves any 
really available right of [)ropcrt;y, and especially as against his master, 
we pronounce it to l)C a deliberate mockery, a studied evasion of the 
very right it alTects to confer. To say nothiug of the provisos, which 
are framed so as to defeat all hope of redress in the case most im- 
portant to tlie slaves, that of spoliation by their master or his delegate, 
let lis look at this boasted clause, as it stands, independent of these. 
Its purposed evasion will be more manifest if it be contrasted with the 
clause in the Trinidad Order in Council, which Lord Bathurst pro- 
posed to adopt, and which Mr. Burge, then Attorney-General of .Ja- 
maica, embodied into a Bill which was prepared by him in September, 
1826, and afterwards brought into the House of Assembly, but rejected 
by that l)ody, who substituted the above worthless and evasive clause 
in its stead : — 

" Whereas, ]>y the usage of Jamaica, persons in a state of slavery have hitherto 
been permitted to acquire and enjoy property, free from tiie control of their 
owners, and it is expedient that such laudable custom sliould be recogtii/ed and 
established by law, therefore be it enacted that no person in the island of Ja- 
maica, being in a state of slavery, sluiU on account of his condition be, or be 
deemed to be, incompetent to purchase, acquire, possess, hold, alienate, and dis- 
pose of lands situate in Jamaica, or money, cattle, implements, or utensils of 
luisbandry, or household finniture, or otlier effects of such or the like nature, of 
what valtiG fmd amount soever, and to bring, maintain, prosecute, and defend 
any suit or action in any court of justice, for or in respect of any such property, 

fnliy and amply to all intents and purposes as if he or she were of free con- 
dition." — Papers by His Majesty's Command, I'art I. 1827, p. 15. 

Mr. Barge's version of this clause, adapting it peculiarly to the 
circumstances of Jamaica, but entirely preserving the spirit of the 
Trinidad enactment, may be found in the same volume, p. 48. It re- 
quires a sim))le inspection of the tw^o clauses to place, in full light, the 
intended frustration by the one clause of all the benefits conferred 
by the other. No one can peruse it without being led to admire 
the dexterity w-ith which, in the actual law of Jamaica, the crime of 
robbing a slave is taken out of the class of crimes, and made a mere 
civil injury; and as, even in the new evidence law of Jamaica, slave evi- 
dence is not adn\issible, nnder any circumstances, in civil cases, though 
it be in >Y)///r crimiiu\l cases, it will follow that the evidence of slaves 



will be entirely shut out from admission iu all suits respecting- theii 
property. It seems to us tlvat thera must have been somethii^g almost 
Satanic in the mind of the man, whoever he was, who could combine 
such a preamble, and such a professed purpose, with such an enact- 
ment, holding- forth some promise indeed to the ear, but entirely l)rcalv- 
ing* it to the sense. The whole forms as gross a deception as has ever 
been practised. 

These remarks were especially applicable to the disallowed law of 
1826. That of 1831, as Lord Goderich justly observes in liis despatch 
to Lord Belmore, dated 16th .June, 1831, is altered considerably to 
the slave's disadvantage ; and when the owner himself is the wrong- 
doer the slave is left without any remedy." The new law, too, instead 
of imposing, as the Act of 1826 did, a hnc of £10, limits the sum to 
be paid by the trespasser to the precise value of the property stolen or 
plundered; and expressly takes from the slave, and vests exclusively 
in his owner, all right, whether in law or equitv, to sue for the reco- 
very of his stolen or plundered property. And tliis is called legal 
protection to property ! ! Lord Seaford and his manager may be cpiite 
at their ease as to any danger to them from this clause. Jt is peri'ectly 
harmless as respects them, do what they may. At the same time we 
arc very far from su])posing that Lord Seaford would require any hiw 
but that of his own sense of riirht to uuide his conduct in sucli a case. 
All this, however, may show what incorrect views, not merely the 
pul)lic at large, but even well-informed men like Lord Seaford, arc 
npt to take, bein.g gulled by mere words. Reading in the margin of 
the .Jamaica Act these deceptive words, Property of slaves pro- 
tected," they take it for granted that the Act and the margin corre- 
spond ; whereas they are in direct variance. The intelligotit uiind of 
Lord Seaford, if he had read th.e law with any care, could not have 
overlooked its futile and utterly evasive nature.* 



* It ought not to be foigolten thai, in a parliamentary paper printed on the 
28th March, 1831, No. 301, Mr. Burge joined tlie other West India agents in 
imposing on Parliament and the public the version of the alxjvc clause in tfie act 
of IB26, respecting property, with the real nature of which iMr. Burge especially 
had been so conversant, as a complete protection of slave property. '* It secures," 
they say, " to slaves the possession of personal property." C;»n any assertion be 
loss true ? 
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But there is another part of Lord Seaford's evidence to which we 
must object still more pointedly, as at war with tact. — ** I cannot pre- 
sume," says his Lordship, to say from what reasons the Assembly of 
Jamaica, luiving* refused at one time to make an enactment, should at 
a subsequent period have thought fit to make it. They refused to 
admit the evidence of slaves by an overwhelming majority, only two 
members voting for it : two years afterwards an Act was passed ad- 
mitting the evidence of slaves without any uestkiction" (p. 99). 
Can Lord Seaford possibly have used these words, speaking upon his 
solemn oath ? We think there must be some mistake in the report. 
This law, which Lord Seaford affirms to admit the evidence of slaves 
without any restriction, will be found in the Anti-Slavery Ueporter, No. 
1 04, at p. 446. l^ven if Lord Seaford had not thought it necess ary to look 
at the law before he deponed to this eflect, he could hardly have 
wiiolly forgotten the comments upon it of his deceased friend, Mr. Hus- 
kisson. He might have learnt from him, as well as from the words of 
the act itself, that, instead of admitting, it absolutely excluded the evi- 
dence of slaves in all civil ctiscs, which is to exclude it in a very vast 
majority of the cases in which slaves can have an interest, and ad- 
mitted it not in the multitudinous cases of wrong connected with the 
ordinary and daily course of plantation discipline, but " in those cases 
of crime only in which they (i. e. slaves) are usually either the actors 
or the sufferers, excluding their evidence in other cases; a distinction 
which," adds Mr. Huskisson, does not seem to me to rest on any 
solid foundation.^' 

Nor is this all. Two slaves, examined apart, if there be no free 
witnesses, must depose consistently to the same fact, before any free 
person can be convicted ; so that the rape of a slave may altogether 
escape punishment. Again, no slave testimony will avail against a 
free person after twelve months from the commission of his crime, 
however atrocious it may be. Nay, however a man may have been 
maimed or mutilated, the very exhibition of his bleeding body in court 
would be a bar to that court to grant him his liberty ; and his muti- 
lator, though convicted, cannot be bereft of a master's absolute 
dominion over him. This is a most barbarous enactment, breathiu": 
the very si)irit of cruelty and distrust ; and yet Lord Seaford says of 
it, on his oath, that it admits '* the evidence or slaves without 

AN V IM S ru K riON 
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Before Lord Seaford was called to a:ive his evidence, as it has now 
been analysed, an important paper was laid on the table of the Com- 
niittee, by Richard Garrett Aniyot, Esq., first clerk in the Slave Re- 
gistry Office, containing a view of the births and deaths of Africans 
and Creoles on Lord Seaford's three estates in St. James's, between 
the years 1817 and 18-29. We will state the gross results: — 

The number of slaves on these three estates, by the registry of 1817, 
was 450 males and 527 females, in all 977 slaves : exhibiting a state 
of population, in regard to the sexes, highly favourable to its increase, 
the females being about a sixth more than the males. 

The number on these estates in 1829 is not given in this statement, 
which is a great defect, and serves very much to puzzle it ; but, as far 
as we are able to make it out, the excess of deaths over births, in the 
intervening time, was 101, which would make the population of 1829 
876, the males being 404 and the females 472 ; an equally favourable 
state of the population as was exhibited in 1817. 

The decrease, nevertheless, even thus shown, amounts to nearly one 
per cent, per annum. But this is clearly below the truth, as Lord 
Seaford's mantiger states the slaves at only 864 in 1825; and in 1830 
his returns to the vestries of Hanover and St. James were only 846. 

We are aware of the argument which it is intended to build on the 
distribution which is made, in this statement, of the deaths, into 
Africans and Creoles, and tdso on the distribution of the births between 
AtVican and Creole mothers ; but we reserve this point, to which we 
shall have a sufficient answer hereafter, until we execute our pro- 
mised purpose, of taking a complete and comprehensive view of the 
whole question of population, as it has been argued both in this Com- 
mittee and in that of the House of Commons. Meanwhile we shall 
limit ourselves to the single remark, that until Lord Seaford sliall be 
able to show how it happens that the slave population of the United 
States should have increased so rapidly as it has done, namely, at the 
rate of 2| per cent, per annum, since the date of the abolition of the 
American slave trade in 1808, and that his Lordship's slaves, dating 
from the same period of the abolition of the Brit ish slave trade, should 
liave decreased at the rate of 1 per cent., — we shall deem this boasted 
argument of no value whatever. Supposing the population of 
liis Lordship's estates, in 1808, to have been 1050, at the American 
rule of progress it would have amounted, in the year 1829, to 1600; 
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instead of beini^, as it. •actually was in that year, only 876; leaving a 
positive waste of luiman life, on these three estates, in 21 years, as 
compared with America, of 724. No one will venture to say that this 
is not a murderous difference, which no special pleading about Afri- 
cans and Creoles can deliver fron; its guilty stain. 

Iri one point of view we cannot regret that the course of the exa- 
mination should Irave forced us to individualize on this occasion, pain- 
ful as it must he to his Lordship's feelings, and unquestionably so as 
it is to our own. But where could we have found an example of a 
slave-holder more entitled to the praise of hmnanc and liberal conduct 
towards his slaves than this nobleman ? But such is the system which 
he h as unhappily had to adiuinister, that its inherent wickedness has 
set his Lordship's best wishes and efforts at defiance, and has triumphed 
over tiiem all. On his beautiful estates, where all nature seems to 
smile, and both all vegetable life and all other animal life are seen 
luxuriating in the exuberance of their productions, 

" iMati only is tlie growtli winch dwindles here." 
We have iiideed heard tlie case of Lord Scaford, and his severe 
losses by the late insurrection, cited, not only with the commiseration 
for his share in that calamity which we participate with all who have 
access to know his urivanity and other estimable qualities, but as a 
proof of the innate obduracy and ingratitude of the Negro character, 
which no kindness can soften, and no obligations can bind. Here, 
however, we nuist wholly dissent. His slaves, we do not hesitate to 
say, owe Lord Scaford nothing. Even the kindness he may have 
nieant them, if not intercepted in its distant progress, has reached 
them only tlnougli hearts and hands known to them, not by anv inter- 
change of affection, but by the stern exaction of their nnintcrmitted 
toil. Wliile they have been surrounding him with every enjoyment 
which wealth can purchase, ihcij have been wearing out tlieir lives, by 
nigl\t as well as by day, in bitter bondage, under the frown or the lash 
of unfeeling task-masters. Conqiared with those nnder whom they 
plied their unremitting labours, what was Lord Seaford to them? Their 
happiness and their destinies, from day to day and from hour to hour, 
were not in his power, l>ut in that of his overseers; and while health 
and life were wasting, as we have seen, apace, it is but the dream of 
a driveller to suppose that there existed any principle which could 
emdjie them to avert their minds from the scenes around them, and 
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Uiston them on tlie kindly tbelinj4' towards tlicni wliich ini^Mit dwell in 
hi< Lordship's '.)Osoni amid tlio festivities and splendours of his lordly 
mansion at Seaford or in Andley S([nare. 

5. MAJOU-GRNERAL SIR JOHN KEANE, K. C. B. 

Tins gallant oliieer passed ei.:hl years in .lamaica, in the interestijig" 
period from 18'2-.» to 1 830, as Comnr.uider-iii-cliief of the forces; and, 
diirinu' a year and a hail'of the time, lie administered tlic eivil i^overn- 
ment also. He coneeived himself to have had ahmidant ()})j»ortiinities 
of beoominjj; aeqnainted with the condition of the slaves, haviiiL;- moved 
aijout a L:;ood deal in the island, and visited many estates. W'e (pies- 
tion, however, whetlier he eonld have been a very accurate observer of 
what was passini;" around hiiu duriuii' those ycnirs. For example, — he 
says, speaking," of the NeL;ro, that he has always o!)served it to be 
" very much contrary to the nature of that nnuiial to tell the truth.'* 
lie thus illustrates this opinion : — *' Since the enactment of slave evi- 
dence being- admitted, it is rpnte extraordinary to see the proof given 
in courts. They will tell a thing- oli'-hand, and you suppose they had 
it perfectly ; and on their cross-examination they will I'orget what they 
have said, and will tell a story diametrically opposite to what they 
have before told" (p. 167). Now this is certainly a very off-hand 
statement of Sir John's, considering tlrat he is on oath. Sir John Keane 
himself tells us that he <piitted Jamaica in 1830. r3ut t!ie act which 
admitted a slave to give any evidence at all against free persons did 
not pass till February, 1831, and was not '\n force until the Xoveirdjer 
following. It was therefore impossible that the gallant General could 
really have witnessed what he swears to have takefi place. It must 
have been the illusion of a dream. 

Again, Sir John Keane tells us on his oath t hat one man in England 
does more [labour] than ten Negroes (j). 168). 

Ac';ain, he never even heard of a Couiujil of Protection in Jamaica : 
it must have been after his leaving the islaml (p. 169); while, in truth, 
it forms a part of the acts of 1816 atid of 1826, and was renewed in 
the very act of 18'29 upon which he himself put his veto as Governor. 

Sir John Keane says he never heard of one con.\plaint from slaves 
durino- the whole time he was in Jamaica. Their condition was iiood ; 
they were contented ; their food and clothing* were sufhcient. lie was 
sure they would have complained had there been anv cause; but thev 
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never complained to him ; and he had never, even by accident, heard 
of their compUiining'. They were advancing fast, according to Sir 
John, in amelioration and moral improvement; and he had never iieard 
of such a thing as any obstruction to it (p. 163 — 165). 

The slaves. Sir John thought, if made free, would sit down and do 
nothing, like the Maroons — nothing for themselves and nothing for 
others ; and yet he says they had become excessively enlightened : many 
couhl read and write, and couhl understand their catechism; yet they 
do not improve as to their habits of lying, thieving, dishonesty, and li- 
centiousness ; but they pay great attention to their offspring, and they 
have married more of late years. — The planters dislike the missionaries 
as alienating their slaves from their work and home. — A slave protector 
would, in his opinion, be of most dangerous tendency ; besides, such 
a person was not required. The Governor, the Ring's representative, 
was their best protector. In all his own visits round the country, he 
had never heard a complaint in Jamaica (p. 169). there was a strong 
disposition in the planters to improve the slaves in every way. A 
protector is wholly unnecessary. If the Governor wishes for informa- 
tion he can have it from the Gustos, or can write to the Gustos for 
his opinion. No cruel proprietor or manager would be tolerated 
in Jamaica. The Negroes would go to a magistrate either in a body 
or individually ; but in the eight years he was in Jamaica he never 
heard of a complaint, and never heard of a cause of complaint (p. 170 
— 172). He is quite sure emancipation would lead to utter ruin and 
extermination; " because," says Sir John, "an aggregate body of 
350,000 slaves in Jamaica could not arrange, if they were emancipated 
to-morrow any thing like a livelihood or a state of creditable being 
for themselves; and, with St. Pomingo so close to them, I think they 
would follow the ruinous example of that ill-fated island" (p. 173). 

Sir John Keane reiterates with emphasis that he had never heard of 
any complaint whatever. He then corrects himself, and says, he had 
heard of one case of corporal punishment that took place when he 
was in Jamaica. It was the case of the Rev. Mr. Bridges of St. Ann. 
Being asked if he recollected the particulars, he said, " it was a very 
nonsensical thing about a turkey which Mr. Bridges was angry about, 
and he flogged his female slave in the most cruel manner in the 
world." He knew of no other instance of corporal punishment, 
and he never saw one himself, and never saw a slave struck. — How, 
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then, he is asked, are slaves made to work ? V^y usage and custom ; 
they are used to it from infancy. He cannot tell whether they are 
influenced by the fear of corporal punishment. ; he never asked them 
what motive they had ; he supposed, hov.ever, that the law sanctioned 
the driver in arbitrarily punishing a slave, Imt over the law he liad 
never had any control. Slaves worked from habit, and from a wish 
to serve then- owners, but he understood tliey might be flogged ii they 
did not work. Masters did not wish drivers to flog them, and tlsey 
themselves had told him so. The magistracy of .lamaiea he knew, 
and thought them incapable of concealing cruelty (p. 175, 17f>). 

Tiie Negro, Sir .John thinks, would consider emancipation as giving 
him the free exercise of his own will, which, by the character uf tin* 
animaly leads to idleness" (p. 177). Me knew nothing of spell or of 
the interior management of estates but what he picked up in cmiver- 
sation,or had seen himself at times. " The Negroes in .Jamaica are a 
magnificent race of people." He does not know whether tlie regula - 
tions of estates are likely to make the Negroes industrious, as ** the 
nature of the animal differs so much but, if free, " they wotdd nr»t 
work as they now do, or work at all perhaps." And yet he saw nothing 
like disgrnst with their work. " It was a most extraordinary ihinu ; 
tliey were always singing," and they were most happy at tlie heaviest 
work, cracking their jokes, and singing from one end to the other ;" 
but he has formed the opinion, and he " w ill stick to il," tliat they will 
not work if free (p. 178—180). 

He praised highly the discipline and good conduct of the l>lack 
soldiers, but he can draw no comparison between a soldier and a 
Negro. The Negroes are idle; they would, if free, like to enjoy 
themselves in the sun and scratch themselves" (p. 18-2). lie pro- 
fessed great ignorance about religious instruction. He liad never 
given slavery a thought l)efore he went out to .lamaiea (p. 18-1). 

Such is the evidence given by Sir .lohn Keane, K.C.I:>., Commander 
in Chief of the forces, and Governor, for a time, of .lamaiea ! Wit h 
such Commanders and Governors no one can wonder tliat slavery, as 
a system, should have been so little understood in this country ; and 
that, with all its abuses, it should have lasted so long. But for tlic 
indignation such thimjs excite, it would be trulv ludicrous to listen to 
such dotages from public functionaries. 
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(). WILLIAM SHAND, Esq. 

Tins gciitiemaii was examined at great length before the House of 
Coininuns, a full abstract of liis evidence will be found in our last 
number, [). 4.il, in substance, it is so identical with that given 

b(;for(! tlie Lords' Cornniittcc that it would be superfluous to abstract it 
a^ain. We iinil, however, a very few novelties, to which we shall 
l)r!t.'!l y ad vei l. 

Mr. Shatid is explaining,', j)]iilosop]iically, why the slaves eat little 
animal fotxj. He says (p. 15)8), " a population little accustomed to 
car. animal food have no gi'Cat desire for it. 1 believe, in many cases, 
tlu' 1 1 i;j.;!ilan(lers of Scotland ai.vriot eat animal food, 'riiere are people 
on my estate who have not tasted aninud food, I should think, a 
hinidred limes in their lives. They are satisfied with potatoes or 
oat nu-vd."'' 

l b' had frc(juently seen the whip applied to women as well as men. 
l5oth W(u ked ecin.ally in the held. He diil not know to how many lashes 
a driver was now limited, as tlie law liad been altered since he left 
Jancaicaf (j>. •:204). 

Mr. Shand repeats (p. '20G and [>. 208) the extravagant proposition 
iliat, one dav's labour miu'ht enable a slave to cultivate lbodeuoua:h for 
tho whole year; and tliat he Ir.is no need to la!.>our on Sunday (p. 207), 

The proct, "CM lings in this couiitry are now, says Mr. Shand, the chief 
o<-casion ol' punishments. Otherwise tliere would be few (p. 209). 

A slavi- is, in miiny res))ecls, l)etter off than if he were free. He 
no doul)t would have more time if he chose to labour. Beii'e'ars 
swarm here. Memlicity is unknown in the colonies" (p. 209). 

Mr. Shand al'Virms tlvat no slaves have l)ecn branded since the slave 
Hade ceased : a. law was then passed to forl)id it"]: (p. 210). 

The slaves do not generally use mattresses. Thev no more desire 



* The iKMiplc on Mr. Shaiul's cstiUes, wlielhcr in the West Indies or in the 
liightunds of Scothiml, we presume, d(3 not. and cannot eat meat, precisely from 
the same cause in both cases, because tiiey have it not. to cut. 

!• There h;is hw.n uo chnnge in the Uivv in this respect, it was ten laslies in 
\im. It is len lashes in 1833. 

t The iivst hiw on that suhjoct was in ISIH. 
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mattresses and bed-clotlies than shoes. The Africans commonly prefer 
going- naked : tlieir clothing is light, very light (p. 217). 

After much shuffling,' about niaht work, Mr. Shand admits that in 
crop-time he himself, as a book-keeper, was obliged to keep his eyes 
open 18 hours and a half out of the 24 (p. 282). The Negro, he ad- 
mitted, had daily six hours of additional work in crop-time (p. 283). 

7. SIR MICHAEL CLARK, M. D. 

This pliysician of 30 years' experience in Jamaica never knew or 
even suspected an instance of a Negro l)eing turned out to work when 
unfit for it. Sick slaves had boards to sleep on, and, if their limbs 
were broken, they were sup|)licd with blankets (p. 2()4). 

Suicide used formerly to prevail among Negroes. He could not tell 
why, but thouglit it was because they expected to get back to their 
country and friends on death. On one occasion, eleven slaves conj- 
mitted suicide. One hung the other ten. lie did it by persuasion, 
and in a species of mirth and gaiety, and then hung himself, and, the 
withes breakingtwice, he hung himself the third time with a withe which 
did not break ; and they were not discovered till all were perfectly 
dead"^^^ (p. 266). 

Sir Michael scarcely recollected any slaves sent into the hospital in 
consequence of punishment. In that respect they were nmch better off 
than soldiers, who were always sent there (p. 267). lie recollected one 
instance of a white man of the name of Lee, punished with fine and 
imprisonment, and the freedom of his slave, a female, to whom he was 
made to pay £10 a year, and whom after flogging he had stamped on 
the breast with a heated stamping iron. And yet her crime was one for 
which she would have been hanaed in Eniiland ; runnius away and 
stealing. She was a domestic. He did not recollect one act of cruelty 
on estates, either in the hospital or out of the hospital (p. 268). He 
had known sores indeed the effect of punishment, when Negroes hav- 
ing been punished kept out of the way. The sores became fly-blown 
(i. e. full of maggots). The custom is to confine the Negro who is 
punished in the stocks till he gets well, but he never saw one so 
punished as, if so confined, to make medical aid necessary. Hallowed 



* The sapient physician did not oxplain how lie cnmo to know all this, none 
rpmainine to tell thf talo. 

1) 
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to walk about, bad sores may follow (p. 269). The sores arc on the 
back and buttocks. But he never had to treat a slave medically merely 
for having- 39 lashes, except there were sores. He remembered two or three 
cases of injuries inflicted on Negroes by persons acting nndcr the im- 
pulse of violent passion; — one where tlie Chief Justice, a gouty and 
passionate man, knocked out the teeth of his domestic, and injnred his 
own hand, and lost two of his own fingers, and nearly died in conse- 
quence. He was not tried for tlie assault ; as the Negro made no 
complaint. He was a very good master, and never struck his domestic 
with that hand again (p. 269, 270). 

The Neo iocs arc liable to sores from brushwood and other things. 
Th.ey will not, however, wear shoos at their work; but only when in 
full dress. He nevci- knev,' nn instance of debility from overworking 
or insuOlciency of food (]). 273). He kept the cliildrcn on estates 
beaithy by dosing them every Monday morning with saltwater lo carry 
off worms. The deficiency ol' breeding women was very striking, and 
the per|)ctrat ion of al)ortion connnon (p. 274, 275). 

Negro parents are very severe, very harsh and tyrannical in ptmish- 
ing their children. They do it wit.li ebony rods on the bultocks. It is 
a cruel and poinfid itdliction : and he had heard, too, though he had 
never seen it,ol' their pickling them afterwards with brine; that is, ap- 
plying salt over the raw part: but he never knew or heard of such 
things on the part of masters, but only of parents (p. 275, 276). He 
had seen it, however, in the army (p. 278). 

The morals of tiic Negroes were improved h\ appearance, but not in 
reality. They were all very licentious; and proprietors, he thouglit, 
had no power, and made no attcnipt to stop it, or to j^rcvent wealthy 
Negroes from engrossing several women. He saw no remedy but 
removing the children wholly from their parents. Parents, however, 
disliked this, as it deprived them of the aid of their children, w hom thev 
wished to work for them wliile they sat still. Tliey are more polished, 
but not at all mended in reality as to morals; ami emancipation 
would aggravate their vices, and lead to the ijululgence of every vice 
witliout restriction — (p. 277, 278). 

In the same vague, gossiping, and unsatisfactory style, this learned 
])hysician proceeds to talk upon a variety of topics, as abortion, po- 
lygamy, marriage, religious instruction, progress of population, medical 
treatment, day and night labour : but with respect to none of them had 
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lie ever once heard of any thing to the disadvantage of the system, and 
with respect to none of them liad he ever even heard of any tiling 
occurring discreditable to it. He had never even heard of an instance 
of the whip being used to stiniuhxte labour, or of any insufficiency of 
food, or of any waste of life by overworking or inulerfeeding. The 
slave, at the same time, will never work if he can help it, and his only 
idea of freedom is to sit down and do nothing (p. 279 — '287). No 
Negro, if freed, will ever hold a hoc — will ever touch it ; with much 
to the same effect (p. 288 — 290). And all this is swodj to by Sir 
Michael Clare, M. D. !* 

8. ADMIRAL SIR LAWRENCE HALSTED. 

By tins witness's account, nothing could surpass the comfoi t of tiic 
slaves. Thev did not want to be free ; tlicir comfort was studied to 
the utmost. Me never saw such nice arranuemcnts for the sick as in 

v.. - 

the hospital of Mr. Arclidcckne's estates, in St. Thomas in the J'^ast. 
lie saw no stocks, and never saw a Negro i}i thein ; he never saw a 
liand lifted against a Negro, or a Negro scolded by his master. The 
slaves show no signs of being ill used, hard worked, or badly fed. 
His conversations with Sally Adams, his housekeeper and cook, which 
he details very minutely, provecl to him the general comfort prevailiug 
among them ; and, instead of any undue means being used to nxwko. 
women submit to licentious desires, the gentlemen of that country 
were most respectable and virtuous iu their ideas and habits. He never 
saw a dejected countenance among slaves ; they all appeared cheerful, 
some hard at work and some idle, for they arc indolent and required 
some one to stimulate them ; and without thai he did m)t think they 
woidd work at all. Their houses were very comfortable, with decanters, 
tumblers, glasses, wine and spirits. They were not a hit jealous of 
his going into their houses (p. 291 — 294). 

He had seen an excellent school in Kingston allended 1)y slave 
children. — He was much opposed to having protectors for the slaves. 
They would do harm and no good. He never knew but one or two 
instances of cruelty ; and, from the general disposition of the com- 

* It is worlli wliilo to contrast tliis account with the ovideiice of Dr. \'. i!linm- 
son, a contemporary of Dr. Clare, wliu lived on Lord Harowood's estate. See 
the Anti-Slavevy Reporter, Vol. ii. p. 240 and 317. and the paniplilpf " Neero 
•SliU'cry." 
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inunity, the injured slavo was sure of redress (p. 296, 297). Me 
always considered the slaves as completely luippy and contented : 
they were better oft' than the peasantry in this country. Many 
Englisiunen would be excecdin*i;ly happy to be in their situation ; not, 
indeed, to beeome slaves, for he did not think the system ol' slavery 
would be a^ood thiuL'' tur Old Enuland : but still lie should like to sec 
the lai>onring' population here as well off as they (p. 298,299). He 
would not plead tor making' Englishmen slaves ; but he never saw any 
cruelty, never heard any harsh language used to tliem. They had no 
complaints, and al)ounded in condbrts. He never saw them driven at 
their work ; indeed he never wus in the lield when thev were at work: 
but he knew there was a driver with them with a sort of whip. He 
had never seen ploughs at work, but he believed there were ploughs. 
A whip being shown to liim, he said that was a most horrible thing, and 
had he seen that, he shouhl have enquired more about it, for he coidd 
not conceive it to be used wliere y)eoplc had any feeling (p. 300 — 
302). He did not know about their hours of labour, or their night 
work. If free, they were so indolent he thought thev would not 
work without some law to compel them ; and. yet those who supplied 
the markets must be industrious. Concubinage; was not more com- 
mon, he thought, in Jamaica than in T'lngland (p. ']()4). 

9. COLONEL ALEXANDER MACDONALD. 

This oflicer was in Jamaica two months at one time, and three at 
another, and had been in the habit of visiting sugar estates. He had 
never kno; n any acts of cruelty committed towards slaves, nor ever 
saw any punishments of field slaves. He had known a slave express 
an opinion that he was better off in a state of slavery than he shoidd be 
in one of freedom (]). 30.0). 

He had invariably seen the slaves in Jamaica botli happy and con- 
tented ; and he had known instances of slaves refusing their freedom, 
for this reason — that, if they were ohl and could not work, there was 
no one to take care ol' them ; but, l)v the slave laws, masters were 

^ a' 

obliged to clothe atid feed them. The service required is not half of 
what was required in this country. He had never in his life known 
what he called cruelty (p. oOi^). In Honduras, the only labour was 
cutting maliogany : it is iiot severe lal.)0ur. He never saw^ people 
better treated in anv cruintrv. Their tbod is verv p:ood. He never 
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saw any punishment inflicted on slaves tfieie. Being Governor there, 
he never permitted it. Their religions instruction was much attended 
to, and all tlie shweswere in the habit of attendino' church. There was 
a school attended bv children, both slaves and free. Offences were 
tried by magistrates chosen by tlie settlers of property, whether white 
or coloured. Some of the coloured people were magistrates. They 
had been treated ill by his predecessors ; but Sir George Murray had 
approved of his appointing them to the magistracy. The slaves make 
money by cutting logwood on their own account. Tiicre are Wesleyan 
ajid Baptist missionaries tliere, who have done much good. The male 
population exceeds the female, which is a great disadvantage. The 
iiabits of the slaves are naturally licentious; atid, if free, it would be 
morally impossible to keep them in order.* They are now kept in 
order by knowing tiiey are sulVject to the will of their masters ; but, if 
left to themselves, thev would not work at all. Thev arc trusted with 
arms without any apprehension of danger. They are well clothed. 
They do not care for freedom ; and, in many instances, will not take 
iM- (p. 307—320). 

10. THE REV. JAMES CURT IN. 

iMr. Curtin had resided 30 years in Antigua, to which he went in 
1799 as a missionary of the Conversion Society, and in 1 819 took charge 
also of the parish of St. Mary. The only religion he ibund among 
the Negroes on going there had been imparted to them by the Mora- 
vians and Methodists, chieflv by the former. Religious instruction 
iiad made great progress since that time. The slaves were then gene- 
rally very ignorant, except those who attended the Methodists and 
Moravians. There were six parish churches ; but the clergy did not 
then consider it a part of their duty to instruct the Negroes. There 
was one Moravian ami one Methodist meeting-house. There are now 
the same six parish clmrclies aitd live chapels of tlie Church of England, 
;dso live Moravian and five Methodist estai)lishmcnts. The improvc- 



And yet the number of cnKuicipated people; is very considerable, and they 
are respectable and wealtliy, by Colonel Macdonald's own admission. 

t And yet, by looking at ilie returns from Honduras, it will be foutul that a 
larger proportion of tiie slaves purchase tlieir freedom there than iti any colony 
Hs tlie West Indicfi. See the Anti-Slavery Iveporter, vol. j., No. lO. 
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liieiit liivd beeii ^reat bcibre tlie Bishop went out in 1825, and many 
could read tlie Scriptures well. He had bapt.i/cd consideral>ic num- 
bers, and married 1.50 cou))lcs up to 1824.* He instructed then^ ac- 
cording^ to the catechism of the Church, and the test oftheir being 
sufficiently instructed was, their taking- pains to learn the Creed, the 
Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Comnnuidments, as he could not enter 
into tlieir natural habits and know what tlieir state of life vvas.f He 
kept himself (juite aloof from the sectarians, and minded Ins own 
!>usincss ; he could Jiot tell, therei'ore, liow thev went on ; but he was 
on tci'uis of courtesy with ail reli^j:ious parties, except sometimes the 
clerg-y. He got, howe'-.er, un one occasion, into a (piarrel with the 
President of the island, about some money uiatter, and was sliarply 
ri^buked for it !)y the pjishop of London; ]:>ut he had been irritated by 
b^ing prevented by the President from adding to his small income of 
£200 a year (having a wi!e and family). He did not however lose in the 
end, as he afterwards si'ot the chursie, in addition to his salary tts mis- 
sionary, of one of the island livings (p. '34.5 — 348). 

He was generally well received by proprietors, with one or two ex- 
ceptions. " I (ilwrn/s fonmi," ite says, " the slaves on plantations 
very coniibrt.alily situated, cyc^?.'^;'>Y^('/y spaaliinfj, -dnd very rarely making 
con)|)!aints ; they always looked well, cheerful, and happy." " \ have 

* N\'e find iVom the parliaiuoutiiry roturiis, ?>'o. SOijoF 1828, p. 18, that Mr. 
(.'urtin, in his capacity of iriissioriary, had married only 21 couple of slaves, and, 
in his caj>acity of rector of St. IMary, 2 couple, from January 1, 1821, to Decern - 
her 31, 1825 : and he was tiic only clcrj^ynum by whom any were married in those 
years. Tins retnrn is acconijjanied hy a, letter from iNir. Lane, the Colonial 
Secretary and Clerk of the Crown of iMay, 1827, to tiie Governor's Secretary, 
slating that tlicre w:is then no law in Antifiiia makinu' marriaue between slaves 
oilher a civil or religions contract, or for preventing tiie separation of husbaiid 
and N\ire .; so that tlie sur[)rise h t'nal Mr. Cartin should have married so nviiny 
i:vcn a? 23. He alone indeed at that time married any. 

|~ And yet what is the business of a minister of the gospel bnt to turn men 
iVom their " natural habits," and to lead them to alter their " state of life?" " BiU," 
s.iys Mr. Curtii'., " I could not enter" into that. Mr. Curtin, we lind, from his 
evidence, had been u Catholic priest before he became a Churcli of England 
nii:^iioiiary. lie seems to have uilheied, in this case, to die doctrine of the suf- 
iicieney of tlie mere opiiH openihan. He baptized them, and taught them to 
repeat the (."reed and the I'ater-nostt^r, not emering into the (]uestiou of their life 
■ \\\}\ h;diits» 
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never known tlieni grumble on the plantations with respect to their 
allowances. Perhaps there may be an exception or two, and very 
partial, by a lew of the slaves." lie had tree access to plantations ; 
bat he yievcr did any thing- clandestinely, and always sent word to the 
manager when he was coming. He had not known of any acts of 
cruelty. He recollected once to have heard of a cruel thing, many 
years ago, by a coloured man to his slave, and the coloured man was 
])ut into prison for it. He did not think there were any severe and 
unnecessary punishments. His general impression, latterly, was, that 
the planters were very loth to punish tlieir slaveys 'f they could help it; 
they had a great deuJ of iecling for theni, and tins feeling v>-as much 
stronger Ik; fore lio Icll the island (p. 349, 350). 

His mission wus put an end to by the bishop in J8'27. Prior to that 
he had hiul at his mission chapel 306 communicants. Only some of 
the clergy co-operated v. illi him ; butotliers looktsd to the emoluments — 
meaning, we presiKue, the baj)hsinal lees; i'or he had no claim, he says, 
on that score : lie baptized free. Tlie slaves v.-ere not buried in the 
church yards, but in places a[)propi'iaied for them. Me heard one or 
two instances of complaints from slaves of haidshij) or cruelty, but the 
evidence was cx parte, aiid he did not choose to act upon it. The 
magistrates, too, were ah.vavs ready to give relief, and he advised their 
going to tiic magistrate ra.thcr tlian coming t,o hini (p. 3.")0, 351). 

Before mai'riagos were so iVet|uent as now, Negroes in many in- 
stances lived together as man and v.-ile, though not married. But 
now their nianiatges a.rc icgali/ed iiml celel>rated by banns, and the 
cliildren are now taken !)ott,cr c;ire of. Almost all iii Antiirua are now 
t)aptized. The Sunday is now well observed in Antigua, l:)etter than 
in some parts of l^lnghind. The sla\es go to church, carrying their 
prayer hooks, joining in the res])onses, and in the |)sa!ms and hynnis. 
lie lias seen liicm with tlie Bii:)ie and prayer Ixjok on their own little 
table-', with (!e;-cnt chairs to sit on. A a'reat number of them can I'cad. 
The Methodist and Moravian skives are generaliy very regular, good, 
well-behaved ])eopie. The slaves sometimes say they would prefer the 
church if they could have the reirular cieru-y to attend to them, as it 
would be some saving ofex[)ense. instruction ha?; iUtuJe the slaves, in 
every respect, better, l ie inn er iiad any idea of insurrection amongthem, 

and should tiot now but for excitement. The sei'vice is attended by 

•J 

^vhite and black, but these sit separately. Formerly they did not com- 
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municate at the same sacrament table. The prejudice is lessening, and 
the blacks arc modest and do not press forward. He does not know 
that there is any jealousy between the church and the sectarians. He 
never disputed with tliem, or aided them, but was always civil to them. 
The Moravians had the greatest number of slaves, the Methodists the 
greatest number of the free people (p. 352 — 354). 

The slaves in Antigua were partly fed by a regular allowance from 
their masters, and some of them had grounds. They had their noon 
time to labour in their grounds ; and superannuated slaves and preg- 
nant women could also go to the provision grounds when they pleased. 
He had seen them working in their grounds, too, on Sunday : but iH)t 
so nuich now ; they now go to church very much ; still they work 
habitiudly in their grounds on that day. The planters do not interfere 
to prevent this, and no steps had been taken by the legislature or by 
individuals to prevent Sunday labour for themselves ; they do not work 
for their nuistcrs on that day unless voluntarily, and when paid for it, 
except in picking grass for the cattle, which used to be done formerly, 
and, for aught he knows, may still be done out of church hours 
(p. 354, 355). 

Mr. Curtin never visited a slave property on any account without 
the leave of the master or manager ; ho never attended the slaves 
privately unknown to him (ibid). 

Wben slaves complained to him he advised them to go to tlie magis- 
trates. He only recollected one instance of his mentioning the matter 
to the master. He once applied to the master to forgive a slave for 
running away. He refused, and the slave was punisli.ed (p. 356). 

The Sumlav market has recentiv been abolished by l^^w^ but the 
slaves were averse to it , because they wished to go in their fine clothes, 
with their fruit, c^c., to market on t hat day, and tlierc was an insurrection 
about it. Tiicy need not have broken the Sabbatli, but they did it 
that tiiey nnght get another day, and they have got that other day 
siiu.c ; the Saturday, he understood, was now allowed (p. 356, 357). 

The excitement among the slaves to which he alluded arose from their 
reading publications stating slavery to !)e a crin\e and a sin, and that 
tio man has a right to hold another man as his property. The slaves 
would be more contented if left (juiet. He was not for the perpetuity 
of slavery, hut for an ifiipcrcrpCtblc, gradual abolition of it ; and llu; 
best-thiukiiig slaves themselves would he \uorc contented to let things 
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go on quietly, and gain their fieedom, than to have a complete extinc- 
tion of it. The control of an owner over his slaves is so checked by 
law and magistrates tliat, if ill disposed, he cannot behave ill to his 
slaves. If a driver or manager punishes a slave arbitrarily he may be 
called to account for it. He does not think the driver has now autho- 
rity to flog a slave to a certain and limited extent. He had seen the 
custom of carrying a whip in the field cease in many cases. It is now 
cai-ried in very few cases indeed ; and the Negroes know that so 
many eyes watch the driver that he does not use his whip, and he 
tiiinks it is not now applied to the person of the slave. Jn short, 
slavery is merely nominal in Antigua: it is no longer absolute power 
over the slave. The master is watched by the clergyman and the medi- 
cal man ; and the Governor cites the master to his bar, so that he is 
bound down by law (p. o.'iS). 

We shall have some remarks to make on much of the above abstract 
of a part of this reverend gentleman's evidence before w e have done 
with him. In the mean time, the follow'ing part of his examination is 
so striking a proof of his dexterity in evading inquiry, that wc shall 
give it in his own words : — 

'•Suppose a slave, when culled upon logo iuto the field vvitli the gang, refuses 
to go, what means are employed to make him go ? He must allege tiie cause 
for wliich he refuses ; he must give a reason. — Sui)posing it is an inadequate 
reason ? Then a com])laint must be made to the owner or manager. — Is the 
M'hip employed to force him to go? I do not think it is employed at these 
times. — Is he liable to be forced by tlie whip to go to his work ? If the driver*s 
use of tlie whip is not abolished ; I do not know whether that is or not. — Do 
you believe, if not i^rohibited, that he would ])e liable to be coerced ? ^\'it}l 
that ])art of the business \. was not so much engaged in ; mine w^as religious ; 
;dl I had to do when I visited them was to sec that tiiey were contented. — Do 
you believe that if the slave was coerced and pu!iisiied, cither for refusing to 
work or not working with sufHcient diligence, any slaves being of your congre- 
gation would have stated to you the facts of the case ? Yes, 1 believe they 
would. — Have you ever heard sucii complaint? 1 ha\e scarcely ever heard 
of one comj)laint. — Have you heard such complaint? Yes, some years ago; 
not of late. — How lately have you licard such complaints ? Perhaps not since 
1812 or 1813. — Is the slave in Antigua compelled to work l.iy his apprehen- 
sions of the whip? No, 1 do not think they arc compelled to work; I tl)ink 
ihev t:'o voluntarilv. I'hc reliuionslv educated Negroes will i;o to work from 
principle, a> tlioy cuiceivc it is their duty (o do. They must work. — Do you 
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know how many hours they work? That is another part of the business; I 
never heard of any excess of labour. — That has a good deal to do with volun- 
tary labour? The times tliat I thought the Negroes' appearance looked better 
was in crop lime. When ihey laboured most they always appeared better 
in health and more cheerful than when tliey were not so employed. — fs 
it to the increase of labour you attribute their improved appearance? No; 
they receive more nourishment from the juice of the sugar cane, for they eat 
plentifully of it in tlie field ; I believe they were not restricted. — Do you think 
that the sugar cane, nutritious as it is, would improve the condition of yourself or 
any other man who was fed at another time? I do not know ; but I believe it 
is nutritious. — If it had this effect on the slave, and it would not have the same 
effect upon a well-fed man at anotiier time, what inference is to be derived fron. 
the fact : is it not a fair inference tliat his food had not been so ample previously ? 
I think they are generally well fed. — Are they over-fed in crop time ? I iiever 
knew them to be under-fed : and I apjjrchend that at that time and atuil times they 
have provision sufficient out of llu:ir own grousuls to carry to market to dispose of, to 
buy them any thing they want. — You liave been in the habit of seeing great brewers' 
draymen going about town ? .1 have seen a great many draymen. — Do you think 
they get fiiiter wlien they diink a great deal of porter? I think that llie draymen 
here work nuich harder than they do ; I never see them drag such loads as they 
do here. — If tlicy refused to draw sucli loads in Antigua, what would be done to 
those slaves? But they never did require it. — Wiiat would be the consequence 
to the slaves if ihey did refuse.' The only instances I have seen of drawing is 
tanks from the ship.s. — What would be the consequences to a slave of refusing to 
do ihe work Ins master ordered him ? would the slave be lia1)le to corporal 
punishment fur that rejection ? Ifc would be liable to confinement or somediing- 
— ouUl he or not be lial.)le to corporal punisliment ? I su])pose he may be 
liable to corporal puni.-jhment. — Do you consider the coeicion to labour, as regards 
the slaves in Antigua, as severe as tliut used in our navy and army? 1 do not think 
it is. I l.ave seen sailors on board ships as ! passed through, aiul 1 think they 
are treated with greater harshness than the slaves by their masters. On board 
merchant ships i have seen them treated with much more harshness by captains 
or owners than I ever saw a slave treated in Aniigua. — if they are ill-treated, is 
liiat any reason why the Negroes should be ill-treated I i\o: but I believe i.he 
proprietor of the slave treats him with more kindness, looking to him for his la- 
bour. — Do you conceive tlie s;iilors or soldiers are liable to the infliction of cor- 
jioral innnshment at the will of their superior? I have seen them get lashes with- 
out any oidi.'r hut (he master's wish ; 1 have seen Ujc calnn bov knocked about 
l>y the captain. — Have you ever seen an instance of a soldier or sailor tloon.ed at 
the arhitnu-y will of his supeiior ? .1 have not been in the army. I can speak of 
what I have read in dillerent papers about the flogging them. — As aii English- 
man, doyou not knowtliut it would be contrary tolaw to intlict^corporal |)unishmcnt 
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on any one without an order of some court ? It would be considered an assault 
for even a master to strike a servant, I. conceive. — Would it be so in the case of 
a slave? The slave could call his master before the justice for it; he could go 
and take his complaint before the next justice, and the magistrate would imme- 
diately order an investigation. — h\ going to make liis complaint, v/ould iienotbe 
liable to be apprehended as a runaway unless he possessed a pass? No; J, do 
not know that he would be liable to be apprehended as a runaway : and there 
is another circumstance ; if the Negro slaves, whether male or female, considered 
themselves to be aggrieved or harshly treated by their owners, or felt it unpleasant 
to belong to such a man, they apply to the Governor, and lie instantly 
listens to their remonstrance, and their owner is summoned before liim, and he 
is desired to give that person a ticket to provide himself with another owner, and 
tlie slave is at liberty to look out for another owner; he is not obliged to live 
with a person that he does not wisii to serve ; if he says he is hardly treated by 
such a person, — Vile is very severe to us, and we wish to belong to another 
owner,- tlie magistrate says, ' You must give him a ticket to get another owner.' 
— Does he say, ' You must,' or *1 advise you?' The owner in general would 
wish it, because he does not wish to possess an unwilling slave; he had rather 
give him the ticket to get rid of hiin. — How many instances liave you known of 
such a case as that? 1 have heard two or three instances. — Have the goodness 
to name them ? 1 cannot name tiiem now. Th.ere is a general impression upon my 
mind, but 1 can remember one instance. 1 i)ave been very frequently called upon 
to c'o to th.c slaves to visit tiiem in their sickness and in the hour of their dis- 
tress : 1 have been called upon to visit them in gaol, and when they were under 
sentence of death. In ti^o year ItU?, 1 think, there were two .'^laves condemned 
to die that belonged to the Treasurer of the island ; tiioy were conden-ined for 
breaking open the bureau and gettii;g money out of it. 1 was called to visit 
them, and administer h.aptism to one of them under sentence of death. When 
tliey Avere to be carried out to execution, I dc.-ired i!ie black nuaii — one was a 
r-ir-coloured man and the other black, — ^Speak to your friends evciy lliiin;' th:it is 
in your heart, and give them some advice, as you are going to l('a\-(' ihc world, 
to sliow vour regret and sorrow for I'obbing your master.' 1J(.' told theiii that 
he was led into temptation, having free access to his master's keys, and that they 
took tlie keys out of tiie chest and robbed their master, and dissipated the money; 
' iiut,' said he, ' 1 v/il! tell you — 1 will tell it as a dying man— 1 wish it to be 
known to all the Negroes (this was at the place of execution), .1 wish, it to be 
known to all l)ystanders, that if whites are to be attended, 1 would not advise 
iliem to be attended by Negroes, for whites are the propercst persons to attend 
on white persons, for we are not willingly domestics or agriculturists to the whiu; 
people/ -This man said so on the place of execution. Now, said I, observe 
;iiis, and I minuted it down, and I took notes. In the course of my ministry I. 
a.lways lunnd an unwillingness in the Negroes who became free to beeunie (hi- 
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nieslics uiul ugiicultuiists; they will {'requently reproeich one another, and say, 
* Vou mciuar " (p. 357—360). 

*' lluve the goodness to state what makes the essential difference between the 
Negro and the rest of mankind so great that he would not be actuated by the 
same stimulus to labour that the rest of mankind, being free, are actuated by? I 
believe the climate has a great deal to do with it. — You are aware that there are 
free persons who labour in climates as hot as that at Antigua ? Yes ; I suppose there 
may. — Why should the Negro be unwilling to work for wages, when wages will 
induce otlicrs in a similar climate to kibour? I only know this, that I. believe 
the wants of the Negroes are so few that they would not expend much time at 
tin'ir work to have those wants supplied. Tliey would require little clothing and 
little food. In those tropical climates they can do with much less food and 
clothing than in these northern climates. The Negroes are naturally inclined 
to indolence ; they would rather go a fishing, and so on, than give themselves up 
to agricultural Ia))our. When they are made free they take trades, such as shop- 
keepers and dealers, and so on, to avoid being under any authority of any kind. They 
freciucnily go ofi'to otiier islands seeking their fortune, and come back, not succeed- 
ing in other places, and go living among the Negro slaves on the plantations if they 
can. — You moan that the slaves in those hot climates would prefer fishing to cane- 
holc-digging? Yes; if they were free. — From that you infer that the slave 
would not labour for his own subsistence if free '{ They would labour in fishing 
or something of that kind, but they would not at other occupations. — Not even 
to save tlicniselves and tlieir families from starvation ? I have no great opinion 
of tiieir foresight; I think they generally look to the present time. — You have 
.si;ited that they h.ave, in many instances, acquired considerable property? They 
have acriuired property^ some of tliem. — By what means did they acquire this 
property? ]^y raising vegetables, and fruit, and stock. — Is not that done by the 
exertions of their own industry ? Yes ; but there are exceptions to general 
rules; there are a few exceptions. — How can you reconcile with the fact that 
ihc slaves labour on their provision grounds during the portion of time which is 
their own, tiie great portioi\ of it being devoted to the service of their master, the 
.stij)posilion that if made free they would not labour for their own subsistence, 
having the command of nil their time? 1 think 1 can reconcile that by showing 
that those slaves 1 allude to are in superior circumstances to some of the other 
Negroes, as there are in all gradations of society persons of superior talent ; and 
by the perquisites those superior Negroes receive, by saving some of those per- 
quisites they have, they are able to lay up something; and then, by having a 
power over other slaves, they can make up this deficiency. — You mean to say 
that tlie possession of property is confined to the superior class of slaves, such as 
head men, drivers, and artificers? The possession of considerable property. — 
Vou know no instance of field Negroes possessing such property? Ve:.s there 
are field Ncuroes I have seen very comfortable too. — You would not call the 
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tieUl Negroes a superior class ? Tlie fiekl Negroes tVcquently appoiu tobo such. 
They have a good deal of stock. I have bouglit stock from them myself, and 
fruit. — Have you ever known an instance of a free man returning to labour in the 
field ? Never. — You say many of the slaves possess horses : are they allowed 
to possess horses? I believe there is no law now against it ; 1 have seen them 
come to church and driving about with their horses on Sunday. — Do you speak 
of common field Negroes keeping horses? No, not the common field Negroes : 
the head men on the estates. There was another instance I knew ; — a boat was 
carried away with some slaves from the island by a storm ; it was carried to 
another part of the country; and I have knowm an instance of them returning 
to their owners rather than remain free; I knew a man, and I spoke to him one 
day; I said, * You have returned ?' He said, ' Yes, massa; I iiave returned 
in preference, to live on massa's property.'— "^'ou are aware that there are on the 
island of Antigua several hundred free Neuroes, under tlic name of liberated 
Africans? Yes. — They are persons who have been captured in consequence of 
the abolition of the slav(.> trade, and as such are free ? Yes ; there are, I l)elicve, 
a few hundreds, not very many, perhaps two or three luindred. I have baptized 
and administered the sacraments to some of them as African apprentices; they 
were never considered as slaves. — Do you know any tiling of the mode in which 
they maintain themselves? They were maintained for a time by the Custon^ 
House. — How^ long has that ceased? .1 know it has ceased, and tliat tiiey were 
directed to be freed, and that they went about as jobbers, in the town, as porters, 
and things like that: but 1. did not see any of tliem go to agricultural labour. — 
How long is it since you were in the island ? A year and ten nioiiths ago. I 
had two of these African apprentices myself. 1 will tell an instance regarding 
one of those men. 1 got one of them apprenticed to me in the year 1811. — As 
what? He was apprenticed to me. It was thought advisable to put them to 
some trade. I had a Negro a tailor, and I bound him to that tailor to learn 
that trade; he was w^th me from the year 18 U to nearly the time 1 left. There 
was an order sent from Government to uiake them free ; this man came and 
said,* I have an order. Sir, to l)e free.' I said, ' You have been free these three 
years, why do not you accept it?' — ' Oh massa, I had rather remain with you.* 
1 said, ' You may remain as you 'are.' He remained there for a few months, 
but some free person put it into his head that he ought to get more wages from 
me. He came and applied for more wages; I said,* No; you said you were 
contented to remain ; if any body puts it into your head, go wliere you can 
better yourself;' and he went from me, kept away for about six weeks, and tlien 
returned about three months before I left t!ie island, and he said, * Massa, they 
make me fool.' He had been to persons to work for thein, but he said he had 
worked harder, and had rather come back. — Do you know whether tiiose free 
persons maintain themselves in die island by their own industry and by the 
w;ioes of labour, or by whnt means ? 1 believe some of them maintain them- 
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selves by their own industry; but I believe some of them live on the plantations 
among the Negro slaves, and work for the Negro slaves on tlie plantations ; 
whetlier they are connected by having wives, or women having husbands, atid so 
that they live with those people, I cannot say : they will not go to agriculture 
willingly. — Do you or not know that those persons actually do maintain them- 
selves by the produce of tlieir own industry ? 1 do not know that they do. — 
Did you not say that they worked about tlie town? Some of them. — And some 
you say you saw on different estates? Yes. — Those persons you describe as 
going and living among the slaves are pei^ons who have within a very few years 
been brought to the island from Africa? Yes. — They are not Creoles ? No, — 
Have you known any instance, of your own knowledge, of those native Africans 
who have spoken no English at all going and living among the slaves on any 
plantation? Not the newly-arrived Africans; t!iey have been some time on the 
island as apprentices to people ; then when they become liberated they have 
liberty to go on tlie plantations. — Their numbers have been increasing year by 
year? 1 do not iljink there are more than three or four hundred altogether. — 
Do you know, of your own knowledge, tiiat any of those persons had gone and 
lived among the slaves on tlie plantation doing nothing? I do not mean to say 
doing nothing ; they work with the slaves. — WIio pays thein ? Tlie master of 
the estate does not pay them. — They are supported out of a portion of that which 
the master gives to support the slave ? Yes ; or they may perlinps work to help 
the slave to keep house or to mind his stock. — Were those captured Africans in 
any instance among the proprietors of Antigua as apprentices? were they desir- 
ous of obtniuingthem? Yes; they were desirous of obtaining them when they 
hrst arrived ; 1 did not hear of ;niy latterly coming there. — Did they continue 
in genorid satisfied with the services of those apprenticed Africans? Yes, gene- 
rally ; there have been complaints. — Do you know the Governor of Antigua? 
Yes, perfectly well. — He is not liable to misrepresent any thing ? Not at all. — 
If he were to represent that they were remarkably well conducted, very indus- 
trious, and supporting themselves by the produce of their own industry, witii 
very few complaints against them for misconduct, should not you suppose that 
to be conclusive evidence that those persons were not precluded, either by their 
habits or dispositions, from supporting themselves by honesty and industry? If 
the Governor gave that testimony positively and decidedly, after proper inquiry 
and investigation, 1 should begin to hesitate ; but from my own knowlcdge—l 
do not speak of the Governor's knowledge, and I think I have as much ri^ht to 
know as the Governor nbout those Negroes — I have known of several complaints 
on estates of their trespassing on the properties, and I have known them to be 
idle in the towns, and taken before the magistnites. 1 do not think it is so much 
ui the Governor's way to know of these sort of tilings as a person who is living 
as r am among the Negroes.— Supposing the Governor's account of the condi- 
tion of those Negroes should hnve been given hitely, you having been .-.bsent a 
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year and ten months ? Tlien there must have been a great change since I was 
liiere. — Have the goodness to state some instance of the trespass you refer to ? 
f recollect no instances; I have had a general impression upon my inind liiey 
are on Sir Henry Martin's, and on an estate on another part of the island, 
towards the old road. — When did tins take place? It took place before my leav- 
ing the island. — How long before? Perhaps a year or two before I left tlio 
island. — How do you know that those trespasses were committed by the liberated 
Africans? I know the Africans to be living uy^on tlie estates, and 1 have heard 
it from the managers. — Do you mean to say tiuit a trespass took place on the 
property? They lived upon the estate. I do not know whether it is to be called 
a trespass. — You stated that they had been guilty of trespassing? I do not know 
lliat they had been guilty. They were living among the Negroes on the estates. — 
\M\at do you mean by the word trespass ? Living on other person's estates. — 
.Against their will ? Perhaps without their consent. — You do not mean to repre- 
sent that they had been guilty of any crime ? No; 1 caunot say as to crime. 
If they had been guilly of crime, ihey would have been amenable to the laws. — 
In whose houses did they live ? In the Negro houses. — The houses of the plan- 
tation groutids ? Yes. They helped the Negroes ivhere tlioy had husbands and 
wives. — Did you ever hear of an instance of one of those Africans going to field 
labour? No, I never did. I had one of them, called an-'African apprentice, 
and he would not work in the garden if I sent liini. — What wages did they get? 
Haifa dollar u week, besides any clothes they wanted — Were those board wages? 
Ves ; they had wages and board wages, and clotlies wlienever they wanted them. 
— Vvas tiiat lialf dollar a week board wages, or did yon feed them besides? 
Tliey got that to feed themselvps, afid they were frequently fed off the table. — 
J.)id they get nothing but the half dollar a week ? Tiiey got clothes besides, and 
occasionally something from the table. — Did tiiey get that every day ? When 
they w^anted it. — You have been asked about a slave having made money by his 
industry, his labour consisting of rearing poultry and small stock ; is that at. all to 
be compared to field labour? No, cerlainly not ; but those men frequently got 
perquisite.'^". — Is it your opinion that the attendance of the Nei;roes on di\ ine 
worsiiip would 1)0 increased or diminished V)y their eniancipatiou ? That is a 
question 1 should wish to take time to consider. — Do you tiiink the attendance 
of the Negroes at divine service would be increased or diminished if they were 
enumcipatod? May \ ask wdiethcr the question refers to tlicir being let loose 
without restraint ? — I f their manumission took place, would their attendance on 
divine worship be increased or diminished thereby? f do not know wliut to say 
(0 that question ; 1 tiiink they act as well now as they would do when emanci- 
pated. — Do you think they would attend as well? I tiiink they attend as well 
now as tliey would then. — Do you tiiink, if they were freed from all restraint, 
they would attend as well ? I do not think they would attend as well if they were 
free from all restraint.— Do yoti believe that in the same situation in which eman- 
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cipatetl Negroes now are, they would attend as well? I do not think they would. 
Do you know any instance of emancipated slaves attending a place of worsliip 
now ? Yes. — What reason have you to think that the slaves who miglU be eman- 
cipated hereafter would not attend church as regularly and as willingly as siuves 
who have been manumitted ? The reason 1 tiiink so is, that the slaves who have 
been manumitted have been gradually brought up and inured to attending church ; 
but that with immediate extinction of slavery, that would throw things into such 
a state of confusion that I cannot tell what they would do. — You assume that 
■which is not intended in the question, namely, that upon emancipation the slaves 
nre to be freed from all restraint whatever; wiiereas the question supposes the 
slaves being manumitted, and legal lostraint substituted for absolute power, proper 
means of instruction being afforded them, and every sort of means used to secure 
good order and proper conduct among them ? I will answer that question in 
this manner: — if any sudden change took place in the system at present, they 
would not draw that distinction your Lordsiiip docs; but they will say, 'If we 
are to be free, wo will do what we j)lease, and go where we please.' The Negroes 
would not take tlvatinto consideration ; they would imagine themselves to be a 
free people. — Do you mean the freedom from the M'hip ? I mean tiiat freedom 
being given them, or any change of tiiiskind, would upset their ideas altogether, 
and tliat they would not know what they were about; they would say, * The law 
is a suflicicnt j^rolection for us;' tliougli I conceive the laws could not sufficiently 
protect iiim. — Do you apprehend that emancipation, in the opinion of the slave, 
means freedom from restraint of the law ? 1 conceive that emancipation, in their 
opinion, is exemption from any kind of control whatever; not merely from legal 
restraint. I conceive that any slaves would immediately conceive they were 
exempt from any control. — Do you conceive that they would consider it as exemp- 
tion from the nuniicipal law as the law exists? 1 do not know; they do not en- 
quire about the municipal law ; they will say, < We are free, and we Avillbe free.' 
— They know the dirterence between restraint and slavery? I think they are 
satisfied as they are at present. — Would they not think it an excliange between 
present slavery and a proposed state of restraint? 1 do not think they would.— 
You think their notion of emancipation is entire exemption from all labour ? 
From all control.— Do you think that they understand it also as an exemption 
from labour? Some of them do.— Have any pains been taken to correct that 
erroneous opitiion? Some pains have been, and someare content enough to labour ; 
hut if they are to be exemptcd,who is togive them land, and what istobecome of their 
old and their young people ? — W here they have been convinced of their error, you 
do not mean to say that the slaves do understand emancipation to be freedom fiom 
control.' It. is a very delicate subject; the more .1 think of it the move 1 
think it is hazardous to touch upon it. There have been great improvements lately. 
I am lor amelioration, and progressive amelioration, and that by episcopal contra/ : 
arul tliat gradual aineliomtion has taken place in a wonderful deoree.— In how 
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many years do you think that the slaves might possibly arrive to a fit slate, in 
your opinion, to be emancipated ? Perhaps it may take half a century ; but I will 
mention one circumstance that will lead to conclusions. Out of 5560 slaves I 
baptized as slaves, nearly one-fifth part of them became free by the voluntary 
consent of their owners, so that they were ])ecome fit subjects for freedom, and no 
doubt many others will become fit subjects for freedom. — You think dial the 
emancipatio)! should take place gradually ? Yes.— Those persons have conducted 
themselves well since ? Yes ; 1 have seen their children and grandchildren ; but 
the generality of new slaves would not do at all to be freed. — Did those persons 
remain in the island after they had been freed ? Yes, some of them have. — You 
have spoken of persons trespassing; you do not mean as a crime, but that tliey 
had lived with others, and obtained a livelihood in that way? Yes. 1 cannot 
tell what has happened since I left.— Do you mean by trespass that they were 
living in those houses without the knowledge of the master or manager ? 1 do not 
wish to use the word ' trespass but perhaps the master does not choose, lor 
kindness to his own slave, to interfere with them if they have a husband or wife 
there. — In a part of your evidence respecting the punishment of slaves in going to 
the field, you have staled there was no necessity for punishmeia, as they went out 
voluntaviiy to labour ; explain tliat word * voUmtarily do you mean V)y voluntary 
labour that Uieir habits were such as to induce them to go into the field without 
compulsion? or did you mean what others understand by it, with a reference to 
labouring or doing notliing? I mean that tht: slaves, wiien they are going to work, 
go as a matter of course, as they know it is their duty ; and therefore they 
willingly do what they know to be their duty. — Do they not know that they 
would be flogged if they omitted it? Tijey know that they might be confined or 
flogged, but Uiey do not go under fear of the whip. — You hum; that? I know 
that tliey may go reluctantly; but there are very few cases in which they are re- 
luctant; but very few" (p. 360— 36G). 

'Ms there any regulation in Antigua that they shall have one day to themselves 
in every fortnight? Since I left it I understand there has been; it was in sonie 
•places when I left. — Have they plenty of time to cultivate their own provision 
grounds, without working on Sunday, if so disposed ? No ; 1 diink they must 
intrench upon the Sunday for their plantation grounds before this allowance lately 
made to them was made. — Are the free people considered in general to live by 
industry, or are they charged with encouragitig plunder on estates? With regard 
to the free people of Antigua, I know many of them are in a very respectable 
class ; some are not respectable, and some are trespassers — the lower orders of 
tbein.— Is it a matter of complaint amongst the proprietors that tlie free people 
are often harboured upon their plantations without their knowledge, and Uiat 
j)Iiinder is encouraged by them ? 1 have heard that complaints are made, and 
\'?vy serious complaints too; 1 have heard of free people taking boats and 
taking people's slaves off the island, and I have heard them complain that their 
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.stores have been rol.)bcd by the IVcc people. — Is it not possiblc^tluil many of those 
liberated Africans subsist by the plunder of the ])lantations on wliicli they reside, 
where they are harboured in tiie Negro houses? I suppose they are like otlier 
free people ; some of thein are very good characters, educated men ; but many 
are otherwise" (p. 3G7). 

" You say you occasionally henrd complaints ; tliat you discouraged ex pavlc 
statements, and you recommended them to go to the magistrates. You were 
asked whether you could bring to mind any case, and you could not recollect 
any instance ? I could not bring; to my recollection any instance wlien asked 
yesterday. I think I recollect one case — the case of an estate called Miller's. 
A white man came to me to make complaint diat the manager of Miller's estate 
had used a w^oman very ill, and he brought the woinan with him. She was a 
^voman that he kepi ; he was an overseer on the estate. That being out of my 
line 1 did not feel it right to make any interference in tiiese sort of things. I sent 
one of our old inirses, a slave woman, to look at this woman, lo see what inflic- 
tion of punishment there had been upon her, and she made a report that she wa,s 
punished, and 1 immedintely sent for the man. I said, < 1 sliall not take upon, 
myself to look at tins punishment, it does not belong to rnc as a minister, but you 
will go directly to a magistrate and show this woman, and n^ake a report.' lie 
did not go as T directed, but he waited three or four days before he went; then 
ho was obliged to undergo a trial, and 1 believe was imprisoned for a uilse accu- 
sation. I. consulted Mr. Burke, the Attorney-General, and h.e said i did very 
properly in not interfering; tluit it was a malicious charge against tlie manager.— 
The complainant in that case, when you did interfere, was punis'ned for ijiterfer- 
ing? l ie could not make out the case. — Ifow was he punished? I think he was 
put in prison. There was an action for slander, or something to that cOect, brought 
against hiin. — The fact was that the woman was nogged ? Yes ; but not with that 
severity that the man described. She was flogged on the back. It was a womaij 
that he cohabited with ; and the man himself turned out no great things after- 
wards. — Do you recollect the name of the woman that wns Hogged? 1 do not; 
perhaps it may be on my minutes; but the name of liie manager against w^hom 

the charge was made was , a Scotch gentleman. I think that was about 

the year 1807. I snid there were exceptions to the general gootl conduct, ant] 
that was one of the exceptions. — Are you acquainted with the estate of the 

Honourable Mr. — , called Orange Valley? Yes, I am very well acquainted 

witli It. —Is not Mr. a magistrate and a member of His Majesty's 

Council \ He was a member of Mis Majesty's Council. I have l)een told lately 
that lie is not now. — What was the treatment of tiie slaves on that plantation; 
was it not humane and indulgent ? Taking it upon tiie wliole he was a good man. 
tic kept his shn cs well clothed and well fed. Taklitig it upon the whole, it was 
reported la- workod them hard; but I did not ol)scrvr much about that.— You 
eonsid(M-ed Mr. n, l,n a kind master i' TakinL': the man allouether he wa.v- 
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a good master. He had little freaks and oddities of his own, ]uit not criiol. — 
Was he not generally respected in the island ? lie was in the Hrst class in the 
island; I used to meet hirn at the Governor's myself, lie was not considered a 
cruel man by any means; ho had enemies, I know. I used to fuid myself 
a little rough language from him. From the nature of the business I 
was employed in I was looked upon with a sort of suspicious eye. 1 
was called a friend to the slaves; and now I am here I am said to be 

a friend to the planters. Mr. would say, ' Oh, you are an emancipator.* — 

.Have you been so called here? I was called so by a clergyman of Bristol. 
1 was visiting, and met with clergymen who are of the Anti-Slavery parly ; they 
asked me a number of cpiestions, and in return 1 demanded of thein ^vhat they 
thought of my opinions ; they said, * We cannot contradict you, for we have not 
been there; but we think you are a friend of the planters, and a practical minis- 
ter to the shaves.' — Did you not know the late James , a magistrate ? 

Yes ; but never as a magistrate. — Did you know iMr. , the magistrate ? 

1 never knew hirn as a magistrate. I have been told since I came hure that 

IMr. . has been \mi into the commission. — You knew them ;(.s gontlemen ? 

Mr. was a gentlemafily man.— VV^as not ? Mild, with a rude 

character. — Were not tliey persons of respectability and good cluu-acter ? 

was not a bad character. — Were they religious men ? I do not know much 

about religion; I know he was a freemason. — Have you not heard of 

Mr. shooting one of his boys ? Yes, I heard a report of it. It happened 

long before 1 got into the parish where he W'as; it was when I was a missionary. 
— You were in Antigua at the time? Yes. — Can you state the circumstances 
under which it took place? I know no more about it than what I ol.)served in 

the island at the time; I only heard the report. — Did you hear of Mr. 

killing another Negro, and burying him in a pond ?— 1 never heard of his killing 
a Negro, but I heard of his burying a white matross in the sand ; but that was 
only hearsay. I only heard of it from persons, perhaps, that were not his friends. 
^Vith regard to shooting the Negro, he went and gave himself up for thai, and I 
believe be was acquitted, or the coroner's inquest bronght in a verdict of acci- 
dental death, Titerc was some sort of trial, but 1 believe there was a. great deal 
said about it that probably he did not deserve ; ,f. think so. — NVas he tried for it? 
1 think he was; lie gave himself uj) to tlie Attorney General for the time, lam 
not clear about it. 1 asked him the question, about it once; he said it was some 
accidental thing; he was shooting out in a i)art near his own house, and that this 
was a favourite slave, and that the gun went olTudien he did not intend it, and some 
one gave it out thai it was intended. — \\'as he tried ( I believe he was. — Were 
you in the island at the time? Yes; but it did not conie so much within my 
view; .1 was only a mi.^sionary. — You heard of his Lnu'ving another slave? "^'es; 
but. that is Jio proof that he killed him. — Is not. the nephew of Mr, now 
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in this country? 1 heard somel3ody say tliat he was going out to Antigua. I 
know him well too" (p. 401, 402). 

" Was not jNlr. the manager of Higby's estate ? Yes, he was once. — ■ 

Did not that estate belong to iNlr. ? Yes. — Was not that let to ? 

Yes, as 1 have heard. — At the expiration of that lease did not Mr. — — , tlie 

father-in-law of Mr. , recover damages in an action at law from the lessees 

for injury done to the slave gang under Mr. management? I cannot 

speak to that any further tlian 1 heard there was an action at law ; but I never 
heard it was for an injury to the slave gang ; I heard it was for an injury to tlie 
property generally. — The slave gang would be a part of that property ? Yes ; .1 
heard of the trial, but 1 was not in the court iiouse. — Do you know the result of 

that trial ? 1 know that the action was given in favour of Mr. ; 1 believe 

he recovered damages. — Was not Mr. a member of your vestry at the 

Valley Church? Yes. — Have the goodness to state what conversation you have 

had with Mr. at any time respecting the stated cruelty of Mr. 

towards the slaves? I do not recollect any conversation with Mr. upon 

that business. — Arc you sure you never had any? Never, that I know of, about 
the cruelties of Kearns" (p. 402). 

" Have you ever heard of a Mustee slave, belonging to Mr. , of the 

name of Bctsev White? Yes, I have. — Was she not confined bv Mr. 

in his dungeon ? 1 cannot from my own knowledge say any thing of that. — You 
have spoken of what you heard of the liberated Africans ; do you or not believe 
this to have been the fact? I do not know to my own. knowledge; I heard a 
report of it. — Did you believe the report? I think in the general way it is pos- 
sible it may have been the case. — Was she not delivered of a child during the 
night in the dungeon ? I do not know that ; 1 heard talk of it. — Do you believe 
it? I did not give nuich attention to it ; I do not think it was at the time I was 
rector of the parish, or I should have given more attention to it. — Was not the 
woman without assistance in that dungeon? I cannot tell. — Did you not hear 
it? 1 might have heard it, and not believed it. — Do you believe it, or not? I 
do not think J. can believe it to ihe extent which will authenticate it, for I know 
that ihis u'ontleman had enemies. — Was it not discovered in the morning that tlie 
child had been devoured by rats during the night? That is a question 1 know 
nothing of from my own knowledge ; ])eople may say that. — Did you hear it ? 
Yes, I heard such tlnings. — Was not tliis slave subsequently sold, with tlic rest 
of her children, to Mr. George Wiiite, the Collector of the Customs? I think I 
heard thai too ; but .1 do not think I knew it. 1 do not think that happened 
when I was rt^ctor of the p;)rish. — Did not this sale take place by advice of the 
magistraios ? .1 declare I do not kjiow that either. — You do not know tliosc 
facts ? No ; I might hear them, but I do not knov.- them ; and I did not know 
the woman. — You have no other knowledge of those circumst-ances but rumour? 
"^'es ; just so. — \N';i.'< not tl»n advice of tl>e magislratos as to this sale given in con- 
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sequence of Mr. Osborne's cruelty to the slave ? 1 cannot say, indeed. — Did 

you ever hear of Rock Dungeon belojiging to Mr. ? This is the first 

time I ever heard of it — Did you ever hear of any dungeon belonging to iNlr. 

, in which lie confined his slaves ? 1 was never tlu're ; I never saw it. — 

Do you recollect liaving heard of a dungeon in whicli lie confined his slaves? I 
really do not know. I heard nothing particulnr of his dungeon more than other 
people's dungeons. — You have heard of a good many people's dungeons ? Yes; 
tliere are dungeons ; and many persons considered it proper to have a dungeon, 
thougli they^did not probably use it. — •Will you state ihat you do not know any 
instance of a slave being confined in a dungeon? \es; 1 believe there have 
been instances of slaves being confined in a dungeon. — Then they are not entirely 
for the purposes of terror? Not entirely; partly for terror, partly for punish- 
ment. — Have vou ever seen one of those dungeons? Yes; I recollect having 
seen one some years ago ; that was a stone building, with a proper door ar.d a. 
window, like the cages I iiave seen in Ireland. — Were they under ground ? No ; 
they were well ventilated. I saw one in Briggons, and the manager told 
me that he kept it for terror, for that the Negioes were more afraid of con- 
finement on tlie Saturday evening than of any thing. — Were they subter- 
raneous? No. — Did you ever see a dungeon dug out of a solid rock, 
without any aperture except the front? No, never. — Did you ever hear of 

Mr. confining a slave boy a whole year in his dungeon? No. — 

Nor for any considerable length of time? No. — Nor for any time at all? 

No. Mr. is only just a friend of mine ; I cannot say a friend, any more 

than a parishioner. 1 have been on the estate frer[uently, and 1 think if there 
was any cruelty among the Negroes upon that estate I should have heard of it 
one way or the other, and I never heard of tliat word, rock dungeon, upon his 
estate. — Did any of the Negroes ever complain to you of cruelty ? No, no more 
tlian otlier people's Negroes ; they always told me that they were well fed. — 

Was not Mr. connected with an estate called Harvey's estate? Yes; he 

is of Harvey's. — Was he not prosecuted ? I understood since I left the island 
that he was. — Will you state the ofience for w^hich he is said to have been prose- 
cuted ? I have .seen some newspaper from Antigua. — Is the newspaper the only 
source of your information upon the sul)ject ? Yes; I have had no particular 
communication from any inhabitant upon the subject.— f lave you not heard any 
thing from any friend as to the prosecution of Mr. ? 1 hav(; been con- 
versing with tlie proprietor, a very old gentleman, Mr. of Portland-place, 

who told me that tfiey had l.ieen prosecuting his attorney. —A re you ignorant of 
the offence for which he was prosecuted? (Juite ignorant. — You do not know 
that it was for cruelty— flogging some Negroes on Harvey's estate ? No, I do 
not.— You iiave not lieard that ? lleally 1 do not know whether 1 heard it was 
ibr cruelly floci-giiig or not" (p. 403 — -105). 
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Having' given these characieristic extracts, \vc now pi'occcd with 
the al)stra{.'t of what roniain.s of Mr. Curtin's evidence. 

He could not tell very clearly how numy hours of tlie do.y the slaves 
worked in Antigua,, hnt ho believed IVom suniise to sunset, witli 
inicrvals of hall' an hour or an hour lor breakfast, and two hours for 
dinner. If they are required to v;ork during tliesc intervals, they are 
paid for it. In crop time they are allowed every thing requisite 
(p. 366, 367). 

A question arose with respect to tiic slaves in his congregation wlio 
were polyganiists, which was referred to the Society at home. By 
tlieir advice he re<[uircd I hat every slave, previous to baptism, should 
renounce [i plurality of wives, and he did not admit to it those who re- 
fused to select one wife of the two or more he liad (p. 396, 397). 

The living to whicii he was appointed in 1819 had a population ol 
4132, the slaves being 4000, and the plantations twenty-live. He 
was himself possessed of slaves l.)y marriage, about eighteen or nineteen 
at one time. He liad manumitted one of them, a female, for six joes. 
U was aiiainst her owii wish ; but he urjxed her, because he thought, 
as she laid already three or four children free, she might as well 
he free with them. He h.ad, it was true, given an opinion to the Com- 
mittee, that slaves, if free, v>'ould not labour for their subsistence, 
being of indolent habits and disinclined to industry; and that therefore 
to give them their freedom would, be any thing but kindness. He was 
still of that opinion generally, hut there were exceptions as in this 
case. Some will work well when free. This woman would work : 
she was a very valuable woman, and made dresses, and net laces, and 
things of that kind. There are also exceptions of valuable men, who 
deserved to be made, iVee,v. ho vet lived content as slaves. He had tried 
lo sell all his slaves since he came to England, but had not succeeded 
in his lu^gociation ; but he did not care about it. iriic could have got 
rid (d'theni, he and Mrs. Curtin were disposed to do so ([). 399). 

Me did not think the iMeth.odist slaves were better than the 
Moravian. But he thoiiLiht the Church of Enp'land best of all, and 
Tree from cant and hy[)ocrisy, ile had never made any calculation as 
to the more or less oCcrinJO among the dilTerent classes (p. 403). 

TiU' Sunda.y schools were open lor slaves except during service, 
lie has seen then\ tluM'e iVon\ monnng to evening, as many at one 
time a-'; at au'^lla'i', dona'siic sla-.c^^ takiuu' it, he siq)p()sed, by turns.- 
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The lihcrotcd African aj)prcntioo(l to liiin wns an inolVi'iisive creature, 
but a man of small intelligence, and could scarcely learn his trade of 
a tailor (p. 407 and 408). The liberated Africans he thou^L;'ht. inreriui 
to the free Creoles, but superior to the slaves ; but the slaves attended 
Clun'ch (we presume as contradistinguished from Methodist and Mo- 
ravian places of worship) more than either the liberated Africans or 
ihe free (p. 407). 

lie had quitted the Catholic Church for the Church of Englaiul on 
conviction that the latter was t,l\c most scriptural (p. 406). 

He held had a dispute with a gentleman, a lawyer in Antigua, in 
1814, whom he had charged with being a coward, because he took ad- 
vantaci'e of his cloth to insult him by doubtimi" his wurd, and iriviiiij,- 
him the lie. He did liot choose to horsewhip the lawyer as it was 
before a nia2.MStrate ; l)ut, beimx very indi2,'uant, as thev went down 
the ste})s of the magistrate's office, he took the lawyer by the ear, and 
the lawyer put his hand to his face and broke a pimple on his cheek 
which bled. It was not a boxing match : tliis was all. Neither 
struck the other any more. They were prevented by the crowd, and 
were both bound over by the magistrate to keep the peace (p. 400 
and p. 409, 410). 

Mr. Curtin was further examined about Betsy White, the Mustce 
slave. He knew nothing, he said, but by common report. He had 
heard, but could not tell, that she was confined by Mv. — in a dun- 
geon, and had l)een delivered there without assistance, and that the 
child was devoured l)y rats; but the report was vague and he did not 
inquire into it, and did notlielieve it to be true. It made no impression 
on him; he knew the man liad enemies. He did not believe it 
enough to think it worth while to make any inquiry into the sul»ject. 

We have thus given the evidence of Mr. Curtin very I'ully and fairly, 
and we have purposely avoided to break its continuity, however much 
we were tempted to do so, by any [)artial oliservations. But , wow that wc 
have l)rought it to a close, we must take the liberty of making upon 
its statements a few passing comments, which may j)Ossil.>Iy run to sonu-: 
length. The occasion, howevei", seems to refjuire this; l)ecause in the 
whole host of |)ro-siavery witnesses, produced l.)cfore the Lords' Com- 
mittee, we h;ive met with nop.e nmre iustlv ciiai'^-eabh; with a want 
"f ingenu(uisues> in the cnursc of liis examinat ion. imd whosi.' an- 
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sNvcrs arc more dexterously calculated to mislead the ignorant and 
unwary, than those ol" this reverend gentleman. We proceed to make 
our charge good : 

1 . It is a regular plan with Mr. Curtin to guard his answers, as far 
as he cau, IVonj all awkward hazards of cross-examination, by reserving- 
in most cases *' an exception or two" from the generality of his praise 
of the lunnanity of the slave system and its administrators. But, in 
his account of the allowances of food to the slaves which the law pre- 
scribes, he entirely avoids stating the amount of those allowances, and 
liow very scauty he knew them to be ; for this would at once have 
revealed to tlie Committee the fact of their entire incompetency for the 
comfortable subsistence of a workinii' slave. He savs nothing; therefore 
of quatitity, but speaks of the absence of all grumbling about it on 
the part of the slaves, unless in a lew excepted cases ; and the inference 
he obviously meant should be drawn from his evidence is, that the 
provision for the slaves, generally speaking, was abundant. But what 
was the fact, — a fact that nnist have been perfectly well known to Mr. 
Curtin, ]:>ccause he had slaves of his ov;n to whom he was bound to deal 
out ihe allowances prescribed by law '( it was this ; that the master 
was required (Act ol' 1798, sec. 1) to give weekly to each adult slave 
eight pints of Hour and twenty ounces of herrings, or ec[uivalent food ; 
and Indf that ([uantity to children. Mr. Curtin knew very well that 
tills was a miserably starving allowance ; but he knew too, and the 
slaves knew, that it was fixed by law, and that complaint therefore was 
vaiii. But he suppresses the fact of the amount of the allow^ance, and he 
swears that the slaves were contented with it, and that few o-runVblcd. 
What <;reater act ol' unkindncss could any nian have been iiuiltv of 
towards the slaves of Antigua than so to state their case, under the 
sand ion of his clerical character and the solemnitv of an oath, as to 
lead l*nrliament to l)elicve that the food allowed them is ample, 
i hough it wus sucli as he himself, if confined to it, must have sunk under f 

2. Li t us t'jke a review next of t he way in which this clergyman treats 
the important question of the Sabbath. He does not tell us frankly 
of ilio long and obstinate adherence of the planters of Antigua to the 
practice of Sunday markets, and of the injury thuis done to religion, 
lie does not tell us plainlv of their refusim;- to uive liie slaves bv luw a 
single day in the year, except Sunday, for cultivating any little 
ground thu< might l.)e allowed them, or for eking out in any other way 
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their meagre weekly allowance; or when, in mere spite, they at leJigth 
suppressed the Sunday market, of their refusing to grant them l)y law ii 
single hour in lieu of Sunday for going tomarket. He suppresses or shu s 
over all this in the masters, and imputes to the slaves all the blame of 
the turbulence which the unjust suppression of the Sunday market, witli- 
out any ecpiivalent, had almostof necessity produced. He says they l)rokc 
the Sabbath wilfully, without any necessity, merely to display their 
fine clothes and sell their fruit, &c. ; while the masters, who suppressed 
the Sunday market without giving time for any other, are not censured. 
Will Mr. Curtin venture to affirm, on his oath, that with their miserable 
allowance of food, and without a single week-day allowed them by 
law, either for going to market or Ibr cultivating their grounds, the 
slaves were not driven, by sheer, stern, necessity, to violate the Sabbath 
by doing both on that day ? 

3. But Mr. Curtin takes upon him to state, on his oatli, tliat time 
on the Saturday, in lieu of Sunday, is now given to the Antigua slave 
by law, for marketing and working in his grounds. We chai]cngc 
him to point out any such law. it is utterly untrue that any such 
law has been enacted. — In the same way, he insinuates that the driver 
cannot now by law stimulate or punish slaves by the whip, of his own 
authority. Again we say. No such law has passed in Antigua. 

4. The extreme caution and reserve with which Mr. Curtin always 
adviTts to the delinquencies of the white class, as contrasted with his 
conlidcnt assertions respecting tlie demerits of blacks and browns, 
clearly shows the effect of thirty long years of intercourse with colonial 
society, and the depth of his colonial prejudices. At first, for example, 
he cannot call to mind a sinole instanceof cruelty that he had ever heard 
of in Antigua. Happily, however, for the colonial cause, lie recollects 
one sucliact, perpetrated, not by a v. hite (that of course could not be), 
but by a man of colour, who not only did the cruelty, but, what was 
still more impossible in the case of a white, was punished for it. — The 
tendency, in short, of all this clergyman's evidence, is to exalt all the 
whites, "with exceptions," and to vituperate all the browns and the 
blacks, " with exceptions" also. He seems to have forgotten that while 
ihc whites in Antigua amount scarcely to ^000, of whom mf)re than 
one in ten are paiijicrs, the IVoe coh)ure(l and black in!ial.)itants are 
upwards of oOOO, of whom Ajchch'ucon l^nry distinctly reports, in 
July. !S-i7(soe paper N(>. ^'o-t ^^\' |s-.>,^), that "thoi-e were no fVe<i 
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coiouvcd or black |)aupcrs provided for by ihc parish." The paiiper:-i 
veceiv^iiig parish relief were all white; and yet Mr. Curtia scruples not 
to insbmatc, for he does not venture to assert, that not only the liber- 
ated Africans, but many of the free black and coloured Creoles live 
l>y what he calls trespass ; a slander for which there is no ground 
whatever, as the judicial records of Antigua will testify. 

5. Mr. Curtin has, moreover, the hardihood to affirm that the 
magistracy of Antigua, if even they could be suspected of doing wrong 
and neglecting their high duties, are so watched and controlled by 
clergymen and medical practitioners that they would not dare to 
transgress. (What control, u^e should be glad to know, has Mr. Cur- 
tin exercised over them?) Nay, lie even affirms that any man who 
acts ill is amenal)le to the Governor, and may be cited by him to his 
bar. This is melancholy ! 

6. In the same spirit, he assures us, that the harder the slave is 
worked the better ofl' he is. Indolence being his besetting sin, the 
sjtimulus of long-continued toil, and night labour, and protracted 
sleeplessness, are essential to his well-being. Crop time is the hey- 
day of Negro enjoyment ; the fattening cane juice then swells out 
liis Haccid frame, and inspires him with unwonted vigour. Why did 
he not cdso tell the Connnittee, that so kindly considerate arc the 
])lanters, and so Icarful of surfeiting the luxurious slave with the 
superabundance of the good things then bestowed upon them, that, to 
prevent the evils of repletion, they have actually, in their parental 
lendcrncss, made a law to cut ofF, in crop time, one-fifth part of the 
usual allowances ? Il'^M^py slaves to be thus anxiously cared for ! 

7. Mr. Curtin coidd not recollect any instances (with one or tw-o 
exceptions) of cruel treatment of slaves in Antigua, during iiis thirty 
years' experience ; but, being reminded of a certain dungeon of a 
friend of his own, in which certain atrocities had taken place, the Rev. 
gentleman, in his too eager desire to vindicate his friend, maintained 
that at least his dungeon was not worse than the dungeons of otiiers, 
there, being n\any such in Antigua. But then, whatever miglit pass in 
tlu'. interior of these dungeons, he was at least al)!e to say that they 
hail the advantages of light and ventilation, so as to obviate all impu- 
tation on the luunanity of those who erected tliose [)lacesof torture, and 
who \\\\(\ tilled them with their wretched iiunates. 

S. !.>ut if there lu.' evils existing in Antigua, and if sht\ei"V is to i"..- 
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(Iccincd one of them, Mr. Cuiliii would liiivc them all rclbrmcd in due 
ihv.c. He, too, is t'oi* cnraucipatioiij but, to suit his taste, it mustl)e very 
l/radaal, nay, imperceptible y \\\ its progress. The slave uuist not have 
the eve!i teiior ol' his destiny disturbed bv idle but ineitin^* deelaina- 
tioDS about whips, and chains, and dungeons, and iVeedoni, and such 
stud'. Tlic phmters must be left to pursue their own projects of ame- 
lioration, and then lie has no doubt that, some (iftv vears lienee, the 
etlect of their assiduous cares will be seen in some approach to fitness 
for tiiat freedom which, if rashly dealt out to thciu ].)y modeiii 
visionaries, Mr. Curtin would regard as a curse and not a blessiiiii". 

But we must now take our leave oi' Mr. Curtin, and, ailer this ex~ 
j>osui'e ol' his evidence, leave him to his own reflections, and to the 
admiration of all who love to contemplate bright specimens of dexterous 
evasion. 

U. THE LOUD HOWARD DE WALDEN, 

This IVoble Lord's evidence is confined to a docuuKMit which he had 
extracted from some papers relating to certain items of civil and 
ecclesiastical expenditure in Jamaica, and a su.mmary of wdiich will be 
found in the Anti-Slavery Reporter, No. 104, p. 4(31. 

12. REV. JONATHAN TYERS BARRETT, D. D. 

This witness merely laid liefore the Committee an abstract of in- 
fornration taken from the reports of the Society for tlie Conversion of 
Negro Slaves, a great part of which will be found in our preceding 
volumes by refering to the Index. Those who have read the successive 
nund)ers of the Anti-Slavery Reporter, or wlio have attended to the evi- 
dence of Mr. Wikhnan, will not !)e surprised Iry the language tlieBishoj) 
employs in his recent correspondence with this country. — Our in- 
slitiitious," he says, " are im[>roving, and our cliapels are building. 
These are nieasures much too slow for some |)ersons. I confess I dread 
the consequences ol' precipitancy in a matter of such importance, and 
so nviiterially atTecti ng tlie proper tij and securlti/ of His Majesty's 
subjects." In speaking of the insurrection, he is strongly impressed 
w'Uh the atro<.'ities attending it, and the audacity of the slaves, as 
well as their dui)licity and treachery towards their masters." I lea.dds, 

i heir huts are all coiisinned, and the hospitals ami stores on every 
esiale a.re no lonu-iu' npi'ii io ih<'ir iiccessities/' Thi' poor creatures 
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are sullen and desponding, and, although they have returned to work, 
their behaviour is constrained and sulky, and they feel bitterly the 
effect of their own misdeeds." He says little of the equally great atro- 
cities of the wliitc rebels, but only regrets the ebullition of public 
feeling" in " the destruction of many Baptist chapels." This is speak- 
ing lightly of such crimes as arson, and robbery, and murderous ex- 
cesses, committed in open day even by magistrates. The bishop seems 
also to have yielded to the colonial prejudice against the missionaries. 
For what else does he mean by alluding to the mischief alleged to have 
arisen from "the perversion of Scripture, and the fatal effect produced 
thereby on the minds of the Negroes?" This evil he has been trying 
to counteract by printing extracts from the Homilies on rebellion, <ScC. 

The bishop has under him in the whole diocese of Jamaica, includ- 
ing the Baliamus, 28 catechists. — But what are they among so many? 

13. Mil. Edmuxd Sharp. 

IVIr. Sharp lived in Jamaica from 1811 to 1832, and had been a 
book-keeper two years, and an overseer afterwards on various estates, 
having on them from 150 to 600 slaves. He has no property there him- 
self. He had observed the following improvements of late: — 1st. 
Slave evidence was allowed against free persons, though, he admitted, 
so recently that no instanc e of its operation had come under his ob- 
servation. 2nd. Marriage was allowed, but with the owner's sanction. 
3rd. The separation of families was forbidden.* Plantation labour com- 
menced at sunrise and contimied to sunset,! with intervals of two hours 
and a half. The hardest w ork is digging cane-holes, but it is not so hard 
as coal-heaving; 70 cane-holes is a day's, work for an able man or 
■wo/nan. When dua,- bv tit^k the slave saves time, sometimes two or 
three hours, witli which he does what he pleases. The other work of 
a») estate is conrparativcly light. In crop-time al)Out 26 persons arc 
emj)loyed about the works, so that 52 are required for keeping s[)ell, 
<iividing the night between them. Those who keep spell at night leave 
the field hali' an hour before the others. On strong-handed estates, 
uliordiiig three spells, the night labour is lighter, and one spell rests 



* T'.iis, bowovo! , is ;i nustnke. The law is just in tlie .same dofeclive state 
as cvor. 

I 'Jlic law <.av?, IVoni li\c in ihc n\oniiiiy till seven at nij^hl, 
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the whole of every alternate night. He considers 26 days in the year, 
v/itii occasional reasonable additions, sufficient i'or cultivating- their 
grounds; he does not say whether with or without Sunday labour. 
The slave seldom has to resort to his master's store for food if he pro- 
perly employs his own time. His property is his own to sell, or will, 
as he pleases. Mr. Sharp's remarks on population partake of all the 
liackneyed and mistaken notions of tlie colonists on that subject, and 
may be (\\irly thrown aside as unsound both in iact and argument. 
Mr. Sharp finds it difficult to decide when the slave will be fit for 
emancipation ; but he is quite sure he will not work when free beyond 
his own few immediate wants. The condition of tlic slaves is much 
improved, Mr. Sharp thinks, of late years; but here he blunders in 
confounding law with practice. Cate'thists arc occasionally employed 
to teach the slaves, but he does not specify what is taught, or how 
much time is given to instruction. The slaves were improving in dis- 
position, but they have been unhinged by late events. They now look 
to emancipation as leading to a life of idleness, free from all restraint. 
Emancipation in their present state would lead to all excess, and pro- 
perty and life would be insecure. The African dreads it as a subjec- 
tion of the weak to the strong, and the old and young would be- 
come destitute ; * and the property of the planters, without labourers, 
would become valueless.! Nine hours a day, prescribed by the Order 
in Council, is too limited for the numufacture of sugar. | Sending out 
two pair of shoes would be ruinous. § The matter of food shoidd be 
left to the kindly feelings of planters, who must be the best judges. || 
immediate emancipation would be the greatest misfortune that could 
befal the slaves (p. 779--781). 

Mr. Sharp had known free men cultivate coftee, never sugar. The 
free man would not degrade himself by labourino- with the slave. H' 



* And yet nothing is more certain than that even now, in a state of slavery, 
the old and young are not maintained l)y the masters, hut by tl^e slaves. 

t What, then, is to become of the labourers ? Are they to die of freedom? 

X Mr. Sharp makes the present labour out of crop to be only nine hours and a 
half, and the Orderjn Council does not forbid tlie planter to /tire night labour. 

§ Why send them out? Are there no hides in tiie ishuid ? 

II Unfortunately this'is a bad dependence, as is proved by experience ; witness 
the Leeward Islands (above, p. 56). 
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all were free, still they would not labour in the field ; and this he in- 
ferred from no free man ever having done it. On eolFec planta- 
tions, free men, he says, work with their oivn slaves. Yet he does not 
believe the free would cultivate the ground for hire in any case. Free 
men sometimes cultivate suuar canes for their hou's. The lands of the 
Negroes are generally well cultivated. On good soil 26 days are 
enough; not on bad soil. Poor soils will not yield enough by 26 days' 
cultivation. Some cultivate on Sundays and at their dinner hours. 
The punishments he inflicted were rare, and v/ith switches, not with the 
whip. The whip in the field, he thinks, may be abolished ; he has 
done without it himself, and substituted solitary confinement, and the 
stocks, and switches whiclr draw blood but do not leave marks; they 
are inflicted on the posteriors of men and women, and on both by the 
hands of men (p. 782—786). 

The hogs of slaves were sliot when they got into the cane pieces 
(p. 786). 

Many free people lived about the estates he managed ; some were 
mechanics, and some cultivated land, if they could get it, raising food 
for themselves, and growing cocoa, arrow-root, ike. ; but he had never 
seen them acquire much property beyond that. Many shives ac([uire 
property, not only by cultivation, but by raising hogs and poultry. A 
slave of Mr. MitcheiFs, on Bushy Park, a mason, who built the works 
there, had slaves of his own, and possessed some houses in Spanish 
Town : he treated his own slaves kindly, as far as he knew (p. 7 87, 788). 

Mr. Sharp admitted that slaves working at task-work were much 
more industrious, that they might gain time; but did not bebeve, not- 
withstanding this, that they would work for wages. The book-keepers 
and overseers arc bound to inspect the Negro grounds, for they make 
a return on oath every three months. The return is made and sworn 
to, but the grounds are not always inspect .J., There are few proprietors 
in .lamaica ; therefore the slaves cannot be attaclied to them: their 
attachment to an overseer depends on circumstances (p. 789, 790). 

Mr. Sharp is, on the whole, the fairest colonial witness we have 
met with. 

14. ANDREW GHAMAM DIGNOM, Esq. 

The evidence of this gentleman bcibre the 1 louse of Conunons will be 
found in the Anti-Shivery lieporter. No. 1 04, at p. 440. That givenbeforr 
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tJic House of Lords luirclly diflers tVoin it, and need not, be re-statcd. 
He tells the same absurd story, with embellishments, of liis going, at 
the head of an armed party, into a Negro village, and having a dis- 
claimer from them of anv wish, for freedom, Mr. Dignnm's crcdidity 
is the most a1)snrd part of this absurd story and of the sweeping in- 
ference he draws from it. !t may be useful to give Mr. Dignum's 
explanation to the slaves of what he meant l;)y freedom, and which, 
doubtless, is the orthodox colonial doctrine on the subject. The fol- 
lowing dialogue takes place between him and Timothy, the head driver, 
an intellio'cnt man. There was a a'reat number of slaves listening to 
it. Timothy," said Mr. Dignum, suppose your master says he will 
give you free to-morrow ; — but this is not your land : you may take 
your hogs and poultry with you. But, if he makes you free, you mnst 
go and work some wlicre for any l)ody who will take you ; and he 
must get some one in your place, and give him this house." He said, 
Ah, you hear the word the Captain say !" Mr. Dignum continued. 
Your master says you are free, and you may go away, Timothy. 
Vou get on the road, and are very hungry, and have nothing to fill 
your belly. You know that Negroes do not like to see (Vee peo])lc 
coming to their place to beg for food. You will be turned away like 
a dog, as you always turn away the free people when they come to beg 
of you here. You will be driven away in the same manner. Then you 
will get very sick oi] the road, and call for doctor. Now, Timotliy, 
you must recollect master will not pay for doctor. When you are his 
servant, it is his interest to keep you in good health. Now you work 
for him, and you have a comfortable house according to your desert." 
He said, " You hear the good word the Captain say. 1 hope the 
Captain does not suspect any one of us. We arc all good people. 
Massa, we no want for free ;" meanimx tliev had no wish to be cnian • 
cipated. 

What a driveller must Captain Dignum have ap'peared in the eyes 
of Timothy, if he regarded this conversation as serious ! And how tnucb 
i^Kjre surprised will he be. if .he should, hear that the Captain luul pro- 
duced it on oath, before a Committee of the House of hords, us a i)roof 
lhat neither he nor liis fellows desired their IVeedom !• — (p. 81'.».) 

As ibr Mr. Dignum's circumstantial details iX'specl iug Uk: evidence 
ti'koi! ill iMaru'hif.ineal, which he suvs showed a connection ol" llie late in- 
'^uneeiiou wil!i St. })(,imiiiu<> and a i^'iMieral I'ainiiieat ion t hrrui',ih('i!t the 
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island (all this being stated on mere hearsay), — together with the story of 
Mr. Panton's slave having taken a letter from St. James to Manchio- 
neal, and afterwards having killed himself, — there is not one syllable 
of it in tVie examinations taken by the Jamaica Assembly, and which 
have been laid on the table of Parliament. The whole, therefore, must 
be regarded as a fable, as the mere gossip of Mr. Dignum and his 
informants (p. 814 — 821). 

Mr. Dignum understood that the sectarian chapels were destroyed 
by the militia, aided by the slaves belonging to the sectarian congre- 
gations ; but this he only knew from newspaper rumour. A slave of 
his own had belonged to a Methodist chapel, who told him he was not 
obliged to contribute money, but he nevertheless did do so. All he 
knew of the bad instruction given by the sectarian missionaries was 
from newspaper reports. He knew nothing of it himself (p. 818, 8 19). 
And as to free men being mendicants, he only knew of that too from 
hearsay, however confidently he had spoken of it (p. 820). He saw 
uo jealousy on the part of the slaves to his entering their houses, 
though lie went at the head of an armed party ; but still he thought 
they would be jealous of the visits of a protector. The appointment 
of a protector, moreover, would degrade the master's authority in the 
eyes of the slaves, and would breed discontents and complaints, and 
do much evil (p. 824). 

Mr. Dignum said that, in the late insurrection, great barbarities, 
amounting to murder and rape, had been committed by the slaves, in 
every instance where whites had fallen into their power, such as rip- 
ping open bowels, and scalping heads, and throwing children into the 
fire. He had heard of trials proving these facts in St James but 
he had not been present at them himself * (p. 657). 

Mr. Difinum did not believe there was anv truth in what was said 
of the attachment of slaves to the missionaries, or their regret for the 
burning of the chapels ; he thought it was quite the contrary. To 
prove tliis, he told one of his strange stories, as follows: "On my way 
to the assizes, in July last, 1 staid a day or two with Mr. Jobson, of 
Cotton Pen, in St. Ann. He told me it was very unpleasant to him — 
the constant singing during the night of psahns and hymns by tlic 



* This must also be untrue. We have seen the Jamaica newspapers and have 
met ^vifh no siich trials. 
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slaves ; that he could not rest, and he thought it injurious to their 
health. But he did not like to prevent it; for rather than be troubled 
with questions from the Colonial Office, as Mr. Betty* was, he pre- 
ferred the annoyance going on to interfering with it. On my visit 
to him in March last, on my way to the assizes, I heard the gombyand 
the slaves dancing to it ; and, on my making the remark that tlie sounds 
were very different from those J heard last .)uly, his answer was that 
he had been speaking to his head driver that morning, and asking him 
how Methodism was going on ; his answer was, ' Massa, I am very 
glad Methodism is all over, chapel down, and minister gone, i'or so 
long as the chapel was standing and minister there we were obliged 
to give our money, or we should be read out oi' the chapel, but now 
we have our fowls and our money, and do not spend our money as 
we did before, and we go to church.' While he was saying this, a 
man passed, and addressed him ' Daddy,' the name he was called 
among the Baptists, he being a Baptist; he said, ' Do not call me 
daddy now ; call me father, as you used to do.' Mr. Jobson added 
that since the chapel was destroyed tlie slaves were more cheerfid, and 
had their amusements of dancing and gomby, and were attending 
church. He had heard complaints about losing rest by singing- 
psalms at late hours, ever since the missionaries had been in the 
island (p. 958). 

Mr. Dignum had never heard the slaves complain of tlie courts that 
tried them. The slaves were many of them very ignorant; but it 
was their feeling that they could obtain justice against acts of oppres- 
sion, though the oppressor was their master. He docs not believe 
that of late the slaves are disposed to suppress their complaints from 
a fear of not having redress ; but frivolous complaints have of late 
been so much attended to by Govcrnnient that complaints nudtiply : 
and this Mr. Dignum thought a strong argument against having pro- 
tectors (p. 559). There is no bias which prevents a slave obtaining 
justice. He has seen, by the newspapers, of overseers being fined for 
misconduct. He has heard also of many frivolous complaints being 
dis.niiised. He had never heard of slaves being o|)pressed by overseers 
for having made frivolous complaints to magistrates, or of their having 
been punished for the evidence they may have given. 

* See Anti-Slavery Reporter, vol. iii., No. CO, p. 431 ; and vol. iv., No. 70, 
p. 13G; No. 77, p. 14.5. 
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15. JAMES SIMPSON, Esq. 

This gentleman's evidence was confined to one or two points, and 
did not iro to the same extent as in the Honse of Commons. He 
seems to have been called chieHy to weaken, if he could, the powerful 
effect of Mr. Taylor's evidence, by representing- him on his oath, to the 
Committee, as a weak and chimerical visionary, unworthy of attention : 
an attempt, we doidjt not, in which he completely failed. And he 
took the occasion to declare also, on his oath, his belief that any 
overseer who should be mad and profligate enough to pnnish a 
wonian for rel'using to sleep with him woidd incur the risk of being- 
driven from society and punished. This, however, is quite as true 
as that Mr. Taylor is a weak and chimerical visionary. 

16. Mu. EDWARD JOHN WOLSEV. 

Mr. VVolsev, a native of tlic United States, resided in Havti six 
months as a merchant, collecting- debts Ibr his father. He had been on 
estates growing the sugar cane; but sugar is badly manufactured, from 
the ignorance of tlie Negroes who manage the estates. The labourers 
are indolent and do little, but are happy in their indolence. They 
grow a great deal of coffee, which does not recpiire much labour, but 
not sugar. They trade much both with the United States and with 
England. Many of the population, both black and coloured, wear 
shoes. The blacks and browns do not seem to like each other. The 
trade, he thought, had fallen off from the very low price of produce, 
added to the indolence of the people. They Avere expecting there 
might be a Erench invasion, but had no fear of the result. He saw 
much of the blacks. Reading and writing are the chief branches ol 
education, and music, of which they are fond, and play well. Piano- 
fortes are very common among them. Music is taught by blacks. The 
religion is Catholic. The proportion of the married is small; but 
their manners arc not dissolute, lor they maintain a kind of matri- 
monial connection among all classes, high and low. They call it 
plachig themselves, and, though no legal ceremony takes place, they 
raise and educate their children and treat them as if they were legally 
married (p. 1 057 — 1060). 

Mr. Wolsey lived on a plantation which grew cane, the juice of which 
was biuled into thick syrupand made into rum. The labourers worked but 
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little, thoug'h they were partners in the estate, every one receivinp; liis 
share. All the cultivators were ])artners in tlie produee of the estate, 
but he did not know the j)roportions. He has, however, seen V)eautil'iil 
sugar made in Hayti ; but in general they nse syrnp instead of sueor, 
and t!ie syrnp is so thick that it docs not fern^ent. He has not seen 
any of them work hard. A few hoars' labour in the day is enough 
tor their wants. He never knew any instance ol' coercion but one. 
where a man was brought back to the estate, having- (piitted ii , but he 
was not flogged (p. JOGi, 1062). 

Mr. Wolsey was also on a cottoii estate belonging' to an r'nglish- 
rnan, worked by slaves, in South Carolina. He never saw the whip 
used there, though they worked indolently. Ilice and tobacco are 
also grown by slaves. He believed very little of either would be grown 
if the blacks were made iVee. Tlie blacks were la/y, but it was possi- 
ble the whites might be equally lazy, if they were ])la<'ed in tlic same 
situation in that hot climate. The climate enervates the system ; h«' 
found it so himself (p. 1062, 1063). 

The public works and roads in llayti are very good, — l)cautiful. 
The Frencli, he believes, made them. He saw the llaytian lroo|)s; 
they are not in a bad state; they looked very well. Me ujidersiood 
tliere were 45,000 of them. The Hayti tobacco is very good. 
Coliee, mahogany, and logwood are their chicl exports. He had no 
fear of insecurity in Hayti. A man nu\y safely avow himself a Pro- 
testant there. The missionaries are chiefly in towns (p. 1 0()4, 1 (H 

17. THOMAS WILLIAMS, Esq. 

Mr. Williams resided 15 years in Berbice as a planter, and left it 
in May, 1832. A body of slaves, called the Winkels, chiefly arti- 
ficers belonging to Gfovennncnt, were emancipated lately : tlicir 
numhcr is about 300. A great many are men oi" very gootl character, 
well disposed ; some are vagrants. Most ol'tlu-m were educaU;d, par- 
ticular attention having been l)estowed on theni by Mi". Wray, a mis- 
sionary. This, therefore, Mr. Williams thinks, is no hdr experiment. 
Tliese men too arc artificers. It does not follow that einamapated 
persons will work as agricultural labourers for hire. He oHl:^re(l a free 
man a dollar a day to cut canes, but he refused witli disdain (p. 
1066, 1063). 

Mr. Williams had 370 slaves, and hi=^ oslule n^ade 500 hoaslieads of 
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sus;ar. They work by task. The plough is not used : it does not 
answer. No whip is carried in the field in Berbice, and having tasks 
assigned it may be dispetised witli. The hours of labour are from six 
to six, with intervals of three hours. There are two missionaries ii> 
Berbice, and in some places education is beginning (p. 1068, 10G9), 

Being asked if the Winkels had become a burden to the colony, he 
said, Not so much as they will be. Freedom is a novelty to them at 
present, and n>any of them have it in view to procure fine clothes and 
lux uries, but, having obtained these, many will become indolent. He 
thought only one-fourth of them would work industriously. — ^That is 
saying, in fact, though reluctantly, that they are 7iot burdens on the 
colony, and are industrious (p. 1070). 

Mr. Williams has known £500 paid for a valuable slave, a boiler, 
and for a good field slave £300; but their price would now be not 
more than a third. 

18. WILLIAM BURGE, Esq. 

We come now to the last remaining witness who was examined on 
the pro-slavery side in the House of Lords, Mr. Burge, the late 
Attorney-General of Jamaica, and now the salaried agent of ihat colony. 
Much of this gentleman's evidence, if evidence it can be called, more 
resembles the ex parte pleading of an advocate than the testimony of 
a sworn witness deposing to the facts of a case; indeed, it is avowedly 
a defence of his constituents as well as of himself personally, and was 
evidently prepared and arranged with considerable care. But we arc 
willing to accept it even on these terms; for we are far from thinking 
I hat it has had any very great elVcct in bolstering up the sinking cause 
of slavery, but rather has aided in its subversion. 

Mr. Burge was 20 years resident in Jamaica, and is owner, by right 
of his wife, of a coifee plantation in Manchester, with about 130 slaves 
upon it. 

Mr. Burge first produces a statement to the Committee the object 
of which is to show that the property in slaves had been created by 
this country. This statement contains the following heads : — 

A. Origin and foundation of the African trade, and proceedings of 
Govenunent and Parliament relative thereto.* 



* A part of these papers relates to the transactions of the Jamaica Assembly in 
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B. Respects laws and other proceedings for the melioration oi' the 
slave population. 

C. Laws I'or the melioration of the free people of colour. 

D. Papers relative to certain instances of maltreatment of slaves, 
and proceedings thereupon. 

E. Papers relating- to the late rebellion in Jamaica. 

F. Miscellaneous papers. 

All of these, with the exception of that part of the last head which 
relates to the condition, in 1825, of three estates belonging- to Lord 
Seaford, and the list of manumissions granted in Jamaica between 
1817 and Dec. 1830, are a mere transcript of papers already on the 
table, and in the hands of every member, of Parliament ; and, with re- 
spect to the exceptions, they are papers destitute of any adequate 
authentication, the agent of Lord Seaford, whoever he may be, being 
alone answerable for the one, and no responsible officer of the Crown 
being answerable for the correctness of the other, as has always been 
the case in every return of the same nature from other colonies. The 
Jamaica returns come to us in this instance from the Assembly throuch 
Mr. Burge, instead of coming through the Governor to the Secretary 
of State, under the official signature of the proper officer, who, we be- 
lieve, is the Secretary of the island. The omission of this necessary 
formality, in the case of Jamaica alone, renders the accuracy of the 

ft/ ' ^ ft' 

document an object of some suspicion, especially as there are variations, 
in the different returns which have been received from Jamaica re- 
specting manumissions, whicli cannot be reconciled except by explana- 
tions which the proper officer is alone competent to give ; and in the 
case of bequests of freedom especially, dependent on conditions, no 
distinct information is given as to the fulfilment of such bequests. See 
papers of 1823, No. 347, and of 1826, No. 353, &c., compared with 
t!ie document now furnished by Mr. Bur^c. 

ft. ' 



J 774, on {he subject of a duly wliicli ihey levied on slaves irnporlod, but wliich 
\\as disapproved by the then Board of Trade. Thewliole turns out to !)o a mere 
{inancial operation, an easy mode of replenishing the .latnaiea treasury, which 
the Government at home disallowed, hut wliicli liad not tlie slightest mixture of 
any philanthropic desire to lessen the horrors of that trade, or to deprive Jamaica, 
of" what were sup[)osed to he the advantages of its importations. It is downright 
hypocrisy \n refer to il in that vic'.v. 
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We have so often exposed the defericc again set up by Mr. 13urg(; 
lor the conduct adopted by the Assembly of Jamaica, in regard to tiie 
pretended amelioration of their slave hws, and generally of their in- 
tolerant enactments in respect to religion, that we should only be re- 
peating what has ab.eady been said over and over again, even to satiety. 
All we think it necessary to do, tiiereforc, is to refer to tlie Anti-Slavery 
Reporter, vol. ii., No. 29, p. ICi—lll; No. 33, p. 177—182; 
and No. 38, p. 261--270; vol. iii.. No. 65, p. 349—361; vol. iv., 
No. 82 ; and vol. v., No. 93. Mr. Burge admitted that, otHcially, he 
had never known of any pecuniary contributions to the nussion fund 
which were not ])erfectly voluntary, free-will olrerings on the part of 
the sltives, or that any inconvenience to the police and good government 
of the island had arisen from the nightly mectin2:s ol' sectarian con<j,rc 
gations (p, 968, 969). 

Mr. Burge states that " the two particular clauses which caused the 
act of 1826 to be rejected by his Majesty are not contained in the acl 
of 1831." He is then asked, "Are there clauses of a similar nature 
in the law of 1831 ?" His reply is, " I v»'ill beg to refer your Lord- 
ships to the clause itself. By the 84th clause, the practice of nightly 
and other meetings is declared unlawful, and punishment inflicted oii 
persons attending them." Now this clause 84 in the act of 1831 cor- 
responds, verbatim et literatim,, with clause 88 of the act of 1826™ 
and has no relation whatever to the three — (not two., as Mr. Burge 
\isserts) — particular clauses which have been expunged from the act of 
1 83 1 , vi/. clauses 85, 86, and 87 of the act of 1 826. Does Mr. Burge, 
rh<'!i,niean to say that the clause 88 of the act of 1826, which is retained 
and now forn^s clause 84 of the act of 1831, was directed by a side 
wind a^'ai!ist reiiiiious mectinu's If so. then the proceedings ol' the 
Assembly are still more insidious than we were disposed to l)e!ieve. 
Both these clauses are directed ugaiiist the practice of nightly aud 
other private meetings of slaves. Was it meant that in the tciiii 
private meetings were to be coniprchended meetings ihvpnhUc religious 
v.'oishi^) with open doors ? If not, then the object of his reference is 
not verv obvious ; because this cannot be said to bo a law of" a simi- 
lar naiure" to the rejected clauses, which were direct(;d exclusively to 
religion. But if he does mean tliat the term is to be understood as com- 
prehending nightly pnhiic meetings for reliiiions worship, then we shoultl 
1)0 aJ a loss f<.>r words to desiirnaU-.' as ii (.lescrvcs such atrocious oi.>li' 



on Colonial Slavery. — Evidence of \V. Bunje, Esq. 71 

quity of legislation, such a fraud on the goveinn\cnt, and parliament, 
and people of England. Mr B urge, we conceive, is bound to clear 
up this ambiguity, if it were only for the sake of his constituents. 

Mr. Burge very dexterously suggests to their Lordships, as an apo- 
logy for the existing slave legislation of Jamaica, viz. the law of 1831, 
the consideration that, ii' they looked merely at tlie written laws 
which regard the condition of the slaves, they would do great injustice ; 
tliey must enc[uire, not only for the written law, but the usage" (p. 970). 

Now we do not deny that, if we were contemplating an enactment 
which, l>eing of ancient date, had become obsolete, and being super- 
seded by usage, like the old laws against witchcraft in tnis country, had 
fallen into total desuetude, the argument of Mr. Burge might be a very 
fair and legitimate argument. But what would the parliament or public 
of England say to a grave proposal to re-enact the statutes against 
witchcraft in the year 1 831 ? The charge against the Assembly of 
.famaica is not that they had formerly, enacted bad laws; but that 
being called to repeal bad laws, and having professed to employ them- 
selves in a thorough revision of their slave code, they had deliberately, 
and in direct opposition to the urgent representations of the King's 
government and the unanimous voice of the British nation, determined 
to re-enact them. The very apology of Mr. Burge candidly admits 
the badness of the former enactments; and yet the /Vsscmblv adiiere 
to them as to their very life's blood ; and are ready to dare the omni- 
potence of the British parliament, in order to retain them entire on 
their statute book. The laws which Mr. Burge ventures to defend — 
(we commiserate the necessity he is under of doing so), — such as the 
law lespecting slave evidence and bequests to slaves, as well as tluit 
respecting Sunday markets, are instances in point. They iirc a solemn 
mockery of leiiislation ; and Mr. Buri-e must be convinced tiiat tliey 
arc so. Eet the reader look especially at tliose laws which he re])ie- 
sents as the siiasterpieces of improved .Jiimaica legislation, the law on 
evidence, and tiuit on property, as they stand in tiie Anti-Slavery 
lleporter, No. 104, p. ■t'-lG, and above at p. '23, and he will be satis- 
Hcd on this point. They are not laws — they are iVauds in the shape 
of laws. So the provision for ^' abolishhiff Sunday markets is, in 
fact, a provision for legalizing tliein during a moiety of tlie Sunday; 
and tiie law tor sccarhuj — (see the margin of clause l") of the act of 
.1831) — bequests lo slaves contains the proviso that nolliing therein 
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contained shall be deemed to authorize the institution of any action or 
siiitat law or in equity for the recovery of such legacy, or to make it 
necessary to make any slave a defendant to a suit in equity," and that 
even if the legatee's owner should institute a suit for his benefit he 
shall first give security for costs." 

In the same spirit Mr. Burge holds high the jnstice and liberality 
of the Jamaica planters for not molesting their slaves in the possession 
of their grounds and of any peculium they may thence raise. We are 
not disposed to dispute the fact that proprietors in general, nay, we 
may say almost universally, are disposed to encourage and protect their 
slaves, in cultivating land and raising provisions for their own use and 
that of their fliniilies, and that the very first and most essential means 
of attaining this object is a reasonable degree of security to the slave 
that he shall not be disturbed in the enjoyment of what he may raise. 
Without this the slave would have no motive to cultivate his allotment, 
and the master would in that case be forced to supply him with food, 
or suffer him and his family to perish from absolute want. The 
master gives him land, therefore, and time to cultivate it, not from 
any feeling of humanity, but on the pure principle of commercial 
economy. The clear obligation of the master is to feed the slaves. 
He frees himself entirely from this indispensable and onerous obliga- 
tion, by throwing the whole burden of it npon them, substituting land 
and time for the food that must otherwise be supplied to them. To 
abridge them of either, or of any part of the produce they raise by 
means of then), would be an act not only of the most atrocious pillage, 
but of the most egregious folly. It would be as if a master, having 
given to a slave the daily loaf he deemed adequate to his subsistence, 
were then to rob him of hall' and apply it to his own use. AVe can 
conceive no human beings so utterly destitute of all feeling of right as 
to act on any such system. Thus far, therefore, the disclaimer of 
Mr. Burge was wholly uncalled for, and he might have spared it. But 
is the property of the slave therefore secure, in point either of law or 
of fact ? Ill point ol' law it ol)viously is not. He is dc1:>arred from all 
ri'>ht of suit or action on account of it, not only auainst liis master or 
inana<j,er, but against any otlier person whatever, unless by his mas- 
ter's direct intervention. But, 1)csides this, he may at any time be 
seized and incarcerated for an indefinite time, and finally sold for his 
master's debts, without the power of revisiting his domicile, or taking 
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a single step to realize it, or to preserve it from ruin. Nay, what does 
Mr. Sharp, one of Mr. Burge's own witnesses, tell us (sec his evidence, 
p. 786) ? When a slave's hog, he says, gets into a cane piece, the 
usual practice is that the watchman kills it." And in Berbice, before 
the law of slave property was altered, as it ought to have been altered 
in Jamaica, we read of a case of a manager, Mr. Luyken, who ad- 
mitted that he had killed ten hogs belonging to one slave, named Leander, 
and then put him in the stocks for complaining. The Fiscal dismissed 
the case as one violating no law (sec the Anti-Slavery Reporter, 
vol. i. pages 41, and 236). Numberless other cases might be stated, 
where, without any direct spoliation, the property of a slave is lial)le 
to be completely destroyed by the conduct of a manager. Sec the evi- 
dence of Mr. Duncan, as it was given before this Committee. Take for 
example also the instance of tlie wanton and cruel outrage committed 
by Mr. Betty, the magistrate of St. Ann, on the person ol" Henry Wil- 
liams, not only in punishing him, but sending him, by his own autho- 
rity, and without trial or even the allegation of crime, to a distant 
work-house, and there confining him for months under its torturing 
discipline, and all this with perfect impunity to the perpetrator beyond 
the expression of Lord Goderich's displeasure. Let this one case be 
duly considered, and we shall at once be enabled to appreciate the inse- 
curity of slave property in a state of the law such as that which Mr. 
Burge so warmly eulogizes. The spoliation of the property of Henry 
Williams, we admit, was not Mr. Betty's direct object, but that property 
was as efibctually injured as if Mr. Betty had robbed him of it with 
his own hand (see yVnti-slavery Reporter, vol. iii. p. 356 and 431). 

Mr. Burge's statement on oath, therefore, of the eft'cct of the 14th 
clause of the .Jamaica Act of 1831, as giving a legal right of property 
to the slaves, is a gross misconstruction ol' its plain and obvious tenor. 

Tlie invidious remarks about the Colonial Oflice, by whomsoever 
suggested, are wholly ber>eath notice (p. 97.0). 

Mr. Burge takes immense pains to establish a connnunication 
between the Colonial OtHce and the insurgent Negroes in .lamaica — 
between Mr. Stephen, we presume, and the rebel Gardiner; for he 
infers, from tlic confession of a man of tiiat, name, that lie was ac- 
quainted with the intention ol' Lord Goderich to recal Lord Belmore 
six weeks before the despatch was sent from this country. And all this 
iiiiglity structure he founds on these woi'ds in Gardiner's confession. 
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Mr. Biiru;e is evidently ashamed to quote them, lie only retcrsto them. 
" We did not think," says Gardiner, " that the king's soldiers or 
sailors would fi^ht against us. I even heard that the king had taken 
away the Governor some weeks ago, and that the country was lel't to 
ourselves ; and that Colonel Williams, ^vho is master of plenty of slaves, 
was joining in keeping back our freedom, and to get himself made the 
Governor down this side. I also thought that other gentlemen wlio 
were in other |)arts, and had plenty of slaves, were doing as Colonel 
Willianis was trying to do" (p. 1352). Now all this wretched drivel- 
ling would really be below conten^pt but for the dark insinuation 
grouiided upon it in a grave and solemn tone by Mr. Burge. It shows 
at least to what extremities his perverse ingenuity lias reduced him in 
order to fix some traitor in the Colonial Othce with the guilt of ori- 
uinatinf>' the Jamaica conspiracv, and of conveyinu,', to some one from 
whom Gardiner hears it, that Lord Belmore was to be taken away, and 
Colonel Williams (who is he ?) named as liis successor. The whole 
aiVair is really too ridiculous for any purpose but to show that there 
exist minds capable of the fatuity of drawing such inferences from such 
premises. 

Mr. Burge also seems to have altogether forgotten that, supposing 
the confession of Gardiner to contain any allusion to Lord Belmore's 
recal, there were in the course of that and the preceding year 
abundant grounds for such a rumour. The sharpness of the re~ 
l)ukes Lord B. had received in regard to his siipineness in the afiair 
of Mr. Betty and Henry Williams, all of which were published 
in Jamaica, was sufficient of itself to produce such an impression 
and such a rumour. But the most extraordinary part of the case is 
that Mr. Burge should think of bringing such nonsense, passing 
verbally through so many different unknown channels, as evidence to 
be adduced on oatli before the Committee of the Llouse of Lords. It 
is importing the laughal)le looseness of Jamaica exannnations into 
Fingland. it reminds us of the evidence in the St. Mary's j)lot, to 
which W(^ have adverted aliovc. 

Ai\d us ibr the belief of the slaves that the British Government de- 
sired tlieir freedom, and that the pUmters did not, l)ut were violently 
<^pj)osed to it, wluit was this but the truth ? — a truth whicii the planters, 
by the violence and exaggeration of their speeches and resolutions, 
<luriug the mouths immediately preccdiuu" the insui'rectioii. <lid al! they 
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could (as ir it had been their interest thus to delude tlic shives) to 
impress upon their minds, and tluit to an extent I'ar beyond the 
trutli. This delusion was their own proper work. The fact tliat it 
was so, is Avritten as Avitli a sunbeam in the pages of all tl\e Jamaica 
journals during the months of July, August, September, and October, 
1831. 

Mr. Burgc farther labours to convey to tlie Committee the impres- 
sion that the violent conduct of the planters of Jamaica was reasonalflv 
excited agaiiist the government in 1823 and 1 824, by the belief that ihc 
abolitionists then enjoyed the confidence, and guided the counsels, of 
his Majesty's ministers. Never was any statement more untrue than 
that which would represent Mr. Canning and Lord Batlunst, and Mr. 
Muskisson and Mr. W'ihnot Morton, as swaved l;>v the a!)()litionists. 
No confidence existed between them whtitcver. Neither in parliatnent 
nor out of parliament was there any concord, but much disagree- 
ment. The abolitionists disa])proved entirely of the policy of that 
administration in leaving the work of legislation to the colonies ; and 
even the very measures |)roposed to their adoption were suggested to 
ministers by the colonial club ; and so Lord Bathurst openly avowed. 
In confirmation of this fact it is certain that any dissent imm the minis- 
terial nieasiues of 1823 and 1824 expressed in Parliament, was not by 
the \V'est Indians, but by the ai)olitionists; and almost the hist actol' Mr. 
VV^i I ber force's parliamentary life, which gave great underage to Mr. Can- 
ning, and excited from him a reply of some asperity, was to declare his 
utter hopelessness of any beneficial result from the plan pursued by 
ministers. Mr. Cam\ing's hal)its of familiar intercourse lay with West 
Indians; for exam])ie, with Lord Seaford and J^ord Dudley. Lord 
Bathurst's speech in the .1 louse of Lords, in 1824, was almost dictated 
by Major Moody ; and Mr. Wilmot Morton's pamphlets and leviews 
were put into active circulation by the colonial club, luid by them 
dispersed throughout the colonies. Is it not, under these circmn- 
stances, something too much for Mr. Burge to come beibre tlie Com- 
mitlee to swear to such a mis-statement ^ — (p. 982, 983.) 

Mr. Burge gets a (piestion put to liim about fiis own appointment, 
whicii gives him the o|)poj"tunity of lughly pi aising hisotficiai conduct, as 
Attorney-General, and holding it up as a model ol'zeal arul vigilance on 
l)ehalf of the slaves. When he I.)e.came Attorney-General, he becanu', 
he says, vui/j/tatiral/ y , the pi'otecloi' of the !.)hi.ck.<. W'e pretend not to 
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say what Mr. Burge may have done privately, in the use of his powers, 
for the redress of individual cases of cruelty. He may, for aught we 
know to tlie contrary, have been as active, and watchful, and liberal, as 
he asserts himself to have been. But wado know that he was the adviser 
of the Duke of Manchester in 1823 and 1 824, during which time more 
acts of unrighteous oppression (and for these we refer to the records 
of parliament) took place, than it were easy to enumerate. And 
among them were the trials and executions in St. Mary, in which re- 
volting case the Duke of Manchester distinctly says he acted on Mr. 
Burge's advice. There were also the cases of trials and executions in 
St. George, in Hanover, and in St. James, all marked with the same 
traits of illegality, injustice, and oppression, as those of St, Mary. 
There were also the cases of Lecesne, EscofFery, and Gonville, in which 
Mr. Burge was a principal actor, but in which he was so signally 
worsted. Of all these cases Mr. Buro^e was coonizant. In sotne of 
them he took a prominent part. In all of them he weis the Duke of 
Manchester's law adviser ; and we feel perfectly persuaded that against 
his advice tlie Duke would not have acted. Certainly we find nothing 
in these transactions which manifests tlie deep interest he professes to 
have taken in protecting slaves from oppression. 

All the cruelties detailed in anti-slavery publications, he says, have 
taken |)lace since he quitted the island. But he had not quitted either 
office or the island in 1 823 and 1824. All the atrocities that have occur- 
red since do not equal those of that period. The St. Mary's affair alone 
would stamp an age Avith cruelty and injustice, to say nothing of the 
others. All that Mr. Burge, therefore, states, on his oath, in praise 
of his administration of the law, mnst give way before the broad, 
the innnovable facts of those cases, the evidence on all of which Mr. 
Buriie had seen before thev were transmitted to England ; for he was 
the Attorney-General at the time (p. 982, 986). 

Mr. Binge proceeds to praise tlic magistracy of Jamaica, as persons 
who would be most imjustly described as men of hardened feelings. 
He tliOdHit favourably of //<<?///, as well as of the 'general tone of moral 
and religious feeling in Jamaica (p. 986, 987). We do not admit the 
coiii|)etencv of any nnni, who took the part tirat Mr. Burge took in the 
St. iVhuy's trials and executions, and in the other transactions of 1823 
aud 1824, including Lecesne's atfair, to be a witness in a matter not of 
lad , but (tl' feeling. 
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He swears that he believes the assembly and planters of Jamaica are 
not anxious to perpetuate slavery : they only desire the Negro's fitness 
for freedom. — Mr. Taylor's views he, of course, considers as visionary 
and impracticable (p. 988). 

He labours hard to prove tivat the law of .lamaica may punish an 
overseer who is not able to show that he had good ground fur in Hiding 
thirty-nine lashes, or any smaller number, on any slave, male or female, 
subject to him. The attempt, with all Mr. J3urge's special pleading, 
is an utter failure. It is true that clauses 29, 30, 31, and 32, of the 
last Act, do provide that owners or managers, vndilatincj or dis- 
membering, or ivantonly or cruelly whippinr/, tnaltreating , beating, 
bruising, wounding, or imprisoning or conjining without sufficient 
support, or branding, any slave, shall be liable to be indicted for such 
off ence, and upon conviction may be punished by fine, not exceeding 
£100 currency [about £70 sterling;; of course the fine may be one 
farthing, for there is no minimum], or imprisonment not exceeding 
twelve months, or both, for each slave so treated, luith a power to 
the court, in atrocious cases, if the court thinks it necessary, to 
declare the slave free, and to assign to the slave rvhen free an 
annuity of £10 ; and further empowering the slave so treated to 
apply to amj justice of the peace, and, if the justice is satisfied, of the 
truth of the complaint, he shall certify the matter to the Custos, who 
shall convene a special sessions to make further enquiry ; and, if they 
find the complaint well-founded, they shall certify the same to the 
clerk of the peace ivith a vieio to t!ie prosecution of the offender, and, 
bind over the o ffender and the witnesses to appear ; and the said special 
sessions shall constitute a council of protection to prosecute to effect 
such offender, the parish paying the expense, if the offender cannot. 
Now all this process is cumbersome enougli. However, if it were effec- 
tive to its object, its defect in this respect might be forgiven. But 
then, that there may be no mistake as to such an enactment being 
intended to interfere with the moderate and customary exercise of 
planteition discipline, these four clauses are inmiediatcly folhnved by 
another, the 33d, which is intended, most plainly anri ol)viously, to set 
nuisters and managers completely at rest as to any appreiiension, that 
they shall be liable to the penalties of the former clauses, if tiiey do but 
restrain themselves within certain prcscril)ed limits, viz. drivers within 
ten lashes, and owners, mananers, or their delegates, within thirty-nine 
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lashes, at one time and for one offence, and shall not inflict the same 
twice in one day, or until the delinquent shall have recovered from the 
effects of his former ten or thirty-nine lashes. And the violation of 
these restrictions may be visited summarily, on conviction before three 
magistrtites, by a fine of not less than £10 currency, or more than 
£20, or commitment to prison for not more than ten days. 

We have been thus precise, in order to show the utter fallacy of Mr. 
Burge's law on this subject. The clause which restricts masters or 
managers to thirty-nine lasiies, and drivers to ten, does not say one word 
of the offences, on the part of the slave, which must be pleaded in justifi- 
cation of these licensed inflictions. He must be proved to have 
exceeded the legal limit as to the number of lashes, or to have inflicted 
them twice in one day, or before former stripes were healed ; other- 
v/ise the penalty does not attach. Mr. Burge knows as well as any 
man that penal statutes must be construed strictly ; and here there 
is not one word, no not a single letter, which can affect any owner or 
overseer, or any delegate of such, w'ho shall (he being" present) inflict, 
or cause to be inflicted, witli or without one reason proved or even as- 
signed; forany offence, orfornooffence; 39 lashes of the cart-whip, oroi' 
the driver's ^vhip, if Mr. Burge is too squeamish to endure the former 
term. We may, therefore, leave Mr. Burge to his ingenious special 
pleading on the subject, throwing in Mr. Dignum to aid him in mak- 
ing out his argument. It is really too bad to have our common sense 
insulted by such Tom-fooleries, nnder the name of law. Even Boyden's 
case, we venture to say, is not correctly represented by Mr. Buvge. 
For there (we speak from recollection) not only was circumstantial evi- 
dence of the strongest kind adduced against him, but there was one 
free witness who directly testified to tlie outrage (p. 989). 

Mr. Burge's opinion, which he enforces certainly with great in- 
genuity as well as force, as to the unfitness of the slaves in Jamaica 
for iunnediate emancipation, is of course just such an opinion ;is was 
to be expected from Mr. Burge. He has done liis best for his clients. 
But all his efforts, if they were multiplied tenfold, will not explain, 
consistently Avith his reasoniug, the appalling and damnatory fact that 
his constituents si\ould have renewed, in 1831, with scarcely any 
material improvement, the slave law of 1816; even tiie see wi?/// im- 
provements being no better than studied evasions (p. 990 — 993). 

Mr. Burge evidently dislikes the missionaries. He swears that he has 
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not and has never had any feeling of intolerance, but lie thinks it better 
that religions instrnction shonld be given by ck^rgynien (the [bishop to 
■vvit, and Archdeacon Pope, with his 700 slaves, and iVIr. i:)ri(lgxs. the 
master of Kitty Hilton, and Mr. Girod, &c. t^'C.) But one great fauh 
he has to find with the missionaries is their not haviu'j'- mixed with the 
general society of the whites, and with the bar at the assizes. W'liai 
kind of missionaries must thev have been to have done so ? Now mnnv 

a' • 

houses conld they have entered where the vice of coiiciibinage did not 
obtrude itself npon them with brazen front ? And as tor a niissif)n'.iry 
taking part in ffrand night, at a Kingston or Cornwall assize, it would 
have been notalittle incongruous with his character. It was for Mr. !>., 
and such as he, to have sought oni these humble and retiring scr\ants 
of Christ, and to have given them countenance and protection, lie 
was struck, it seems, with the feelings of irritation that some of them 
had manifested in the course of their examination in tlie Connnittce, 
and he supposes it might have been modified l)y the turtle and MathMia 
in wliich the prejudices of the whites had excluded them from partici- 
pating. We know the potency whicli West Indians ascribe to good 
dinners, and their fatal influence on many a member of Parliament in 
relation to this question. But Mr. Burge mistakes his men. lie is not 
to suppose l)ecause Mr. Barry, and Mr. Duncan, and Mr. Knil)b have 
astonished him and their Lordships, by their manly bearing, by their 
dauntless self-possession, by their powers of intelligence and ol)serva- 
tion, and shown themselves fully equal to any association even with 
the noble, that it was the object of their low aml)ition to covet the 
favour and convivial intimacy of their snpcriors. Their ambition took 
a loftier flight. They w^ere intent on pursuing their high and holy rail- 
ing. They had a mighty task committed to thcii- trust; — to rescue the 
perishing souls of thousands from sin and eternal death; — to break tiie 
spiritual fetters which bound them in a still bitterer bondage tliun that 
of tlie stocks and the cart-whip ;• -and to raise tliein IVom tlie slavery of 
Satan to the iibertv of the sons of God. And they have done much ; 
and they have already bad their rich reward: atid He, whose they arc, 
and whom they serve — Ke wlio can form a more correct judgment of 
their conduct and their motives tiian Mr. Burge, will one day say to 
them, Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdoui pre|)ared 
for you" (p. 997, 998). 

Mr, Burge, while he disclaimed getting up a <'ase I'or ilie Mouse of 
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Lords, frankly and candidly admitted that he, aided by Mr. Markland, 
a solicitor, had been industrious in obtaining* witnesses of information 
and experience to appear at their Lordship's bar (p. 1000). His suc- 
cess has certainly not been signal. 

He also frankly admitted that the funds of the West India Committee 
were employed in repellingcalumnies andmisrepresentations by the pub- 
lication of snital)le works (p. 1 00 1). It cannot be said that these, though 
they have been costly, have been very influential. 

Mr. Burge very properly, as we conceive, declined to enter on the 
case of Lecesne and Escoftery (p. 1003). 

He professed to take his estimate of the effects of emancipation from 
the confessions of the slaves lately executed Ibr partaking in the in- 
surrection; and expressed his belief, on oatii, tlrat immediate emanci- 
pation would be attended with inevita!)le destruction to the colony. 
We trust, for tlie sake of Mr. Burge himself, and of his 130 slaves, 
that he will prove in this a false prophet (p. 1003, 1004). 

Mr. Burge affirmed also on his oath that it is certainly a fact that 
there is a rooted inveteracy on the part of the slaves towards the 
coloured population (p. 1004). 

Speaking of the Jamaica press, he alluded to the Watchman news- 
paper, which he said, but without one ^vord of truth in the statement, 
had been set on foot by the Anti-Slavery Society. Had he been 
Attorney General, he would have put it down. " My firm persuasion 
is," says Mr. Burge, ajid certainly never was a more gross untruth 
uttered, either with an oath or without one, " my firm persuasion is 
that the Anti-Slavery people in this country have been in the habit of 
makivig communications to certain agents of theirs in the island of 
Jamaica, and this information has been circidated an^ong the slaves. 
The mischief is done by the communication which takes jdace, to the 
slaves themselves, from hence'' (p. 100.3). Again we say that this is as 
gross an untruth as was ever uttered, and is totally destit«itc of even 
the shadow of a I'act on which to rest. — Hcseemed to think, indeed, that 
they employed the leaders of the sectaries to facilitate tiieir connnuni- 
cations, as far more excitement had existed since missionaries had gone 
out. And did he ever suppose that knowledge could be connnunicated 
without excitement ? He must have been a very careless observer of 
what has been passirig, if lie indulged that day-dream. No, no; 
knowledge is power in Jamaica as well as in England, and that Mr. 
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Barge and his constituents will know ere long-. They arc not the men 
to arrest its march. They must consult tlieir own safety by yielding* 
in time to its resistless progress. 

Mr. B\irge himself had been very discreet, and employed, with Ids 
slaves, no men who professed to preach the whole word," and who lield 
slavery to be incompatible with Christianity. His slaves went to church, 
and were instructed by the curate, and a better-disposed and niore 
orderly set was nowhere to be found. They continued their work while 
the overseer was on militia duty. The efiects of their instruction thus 
proved its beneficial tendency. He believed it possible to nuike them 
moral and religious — good subjects, good slaves, and good Christians, 
without producing that abhorrence of slavery which, it is said, they 
must feel, if they mo. properly instructed (p. 1006). 

Now this is all very sound and orthodox doctrine, and we perfectly 
concur in it. There fortunately was no disturbance in any part of 
Manchester. Had the slaves of Mr. Burge been exposed to the trial, 
we trust his care, in having them educated, would have been amply re- 
warded by their peaceable and submissive demeanour. That is cpiite 
the natural effect of religion in such circumstances ; and such was its 
effect, as is abundantly proved by the evidence before theConunittee, in 
the case of all the slaves who were really converted by tlie Methodist 
and Baptist missionaries, as he may see by tlie incoiitestiblc proofs 
to that effecf'adduced by tlie missionancs. Nunicrous instances arc given 
by the missionaries, in their evidence, of religious sla\es, in the very 
heart of the distur1)cd districts, pursuing the very same course, under 
circumstances of infinitelv uneatcr difficultv, which his own slaves are 
stated by him to have pursued \n Manchester. And this is as itoughitobe. 
But ought nocrcdittobe given, fortius result, to the instruction of the 
Methodists and Baptists, as well as to that of the curate of Manchester ? 
But let him not suppose that the best-instructed pupils of either school 
will decline their fret dom when it is placed fairly within tlicir reach. If 
they are men and Christians, they must have learned to appreciate the 
blessings of freedom. Moreover, to what, even in the disturbed dis- 
tricts, is to be ascribed the little white blood that has been shed, but 
to the influence of those very instructions of sectarian missionaries wliich 
Mr. Burge andhisconstituents, in theirthorough ignoranceof the charac- 
ters and motivesof the men, are disposed to view with so much suspicion ? 
Mr. Burge has great objectiojis to compulsory maiuimission. P>ut 
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WG need not follow liiiii in his reasonings upon it : they are happily 
cH'ete (p. 1006). lie is also against abolishing female flogging. Ho 
wishes wonujii fo he Ivible to l)e Hogged a little longer; liut he objects to 
;i direct l;i,\v on tlie sid)ject. In point of fact, female Hogging exists to 
small extent, and it must be allowed to wear out. how does Mr. 

Barge know this ? Can Ive swear that 100 women were not Hogged yes- 
terday, and 100 the day before ? Or can he tell how many ? To female 
Hogging M r. Bin-gc does not seem very sensitive ; but still, to propitiate 
Englisii feeling', not to snare the bared bodies of women from lace- 
ration, it might be desiral)le to make the experiment of abolishing it 
by an express law. — Neither does he think the whip in the field can be 
safely abolished. — Neither would it be safe to substitute the magistrate 
for the master in inHicting corporal punishment. — In short, like a du- 
tiful agent, he is (|nitc of the mind of his employers on all points ol" 
improvement (p. 1007). With them, also, he thinks ill of Hayti, and 
the Code Rural, and stipendiary magistrates. The planter-magistrates 
are every thim?; that can be wished. The slaves confide in them 
(p. 1008, 1009). 

Mr. Buro:e then exiiibits a statement of the wealth and resources of 
.iamaica, which would nu\ke it appear that his constituents are the 
richest, while they cry out Instily that they are the poorest, people on 
earth. But all this is cn rcf/lc. He then gives tallies, which may be 
fairly passed by, making .Jamaica worth 58 millions, and the whole 
West Indies worth 101 millions sterling (p. 101.5 — 1034). 

He then goes on to state th.e ease of West India distress, in the 
approved style of perennial wailing, and erdarges on tlieal;)snrd hypo- 
thesis that the ha])piness oi' the slave is intimately linked with the 
prosperity of the master; when the very reverse, as every \)ody knows, 
is the fact (]^. lOMG, 1037). 

Mr. Burp'O is certain that no overseer w!io Ivas been guilty of cruell.v 
would find employment in .lamaiea. (Cruelty, of course, is a relative,, 
not a ])ositivc term. Mr. Bro'ge, for example, could tolerate a little 
female Hogging, while there are some so S(|neamisl> as to condemn it 
altogether.) — There are no cruel overseers inJamaica, at least accord- 
ing to Mr. Burge's slajulard (p. 1038, 1030). 

Mr. Burge is ipiite sure, in conunon with his constituents, altliougti 
almost every set oi' parochial resolutions passed, in 1831. by those 
constituents, [>roves the contrary., that the apprehension of b(.Mng 
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transferred to, America never occurred to the Negroes, or liad any 
influence upon them (p. 1039). 

He labours also to assure their Lordships, notwitiistanding- the com- 
plete exposure of his views on that subject by Lord Ilowick in the 
House of Commons, that the practice of separating families in Jamaica 
has no foundation in law or in fact; but all his renewed special plead- 
ings on that subject serve, as it appears to us, only to confute his own 
positions (p. 1040). 

Mr. Burge concludes the whole of his harangue (for be it known 
io our readers that Mr. Burge was not catechised like an ordinary 
witness, but had the privileges of an ex parte pleader allowed him), 
he winds up, we say, the whole with a pathetic peroration, appealing 
to the commiseration of their Lordships, and supplicating for delay; 
till they shall hear what certain delegates, then on their passage to 
England, have to say to their Lordships ; and lest also, by their pre- 
cipitancy, they shall produce a recurrence of the dreadful scenes we 
have already witnessed. 

We have alluded to the peculiarity of what is called the evidence of 
M r. Burge, in its being neither more nor less than the speech of an able 
advocate bioken by a.' few questions. Our mode of treating it has 
therelbre ditFered from the course we have thougiit it right to puisne 
with other witnesses. We are not conscious, howevei', of having mis- 
stated a sinii'le sentiment of liis address, thouo h we believe we have not 
left any of liis positions altogether unshaken. He is ccrtairdy a Ibr- 
midablc opponent; but we are, nevertheless, so well satisfied with the 
issue of this first encounter, that we look forward to a second meeting 
without the sliglUcst i'ear of the result. 

We have now paid our respects to all the pro-slavery witnesses 
whom Mr. Burge marshalled under his standard ; and wc trust that 
our readers will have been able to form a tolerably just ap|)reciation 
of theii' respective claims to credit. Our remaining task will be com- 
paratively easy, while we pass in review the Anti-Slavery array wiiich 
ap|jeared before the Conunittee. 
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ANTI-SLAVERY WITNEvSSES. 

Of these no less tlian eight were likewise examined by the Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons, and their evidence has been already 
analysed in No. 104 of the Anti-Slavery Reporter (published also 
as a separate pamphlet), viz. — Mr. BaiTy, Admiral Fleming, Mr. 
Taylor, Mr. Duncan, Mr. Cooper, Mr. Morgan, Mr. Knibb, and Mr. 
Thorp, The evidence given by these gentlemen in both cases being 
substantially the same, it would be a useless waste of time and labour 
to do more than supply any additional matter which the course of 
examination may have elicited in the Lords' Committee, and which- 
may not have been drawn out by the more limited enquiry in that of 
the House of Commons. Our present abstract, therefore, \v'\\] be con- 
(med to what may be 7ieiv in their evidence. 

I. THE REV. JOHN BARRY. 

This gentleman's evidence occupies from p. 341 to 352 of the 
Anti-Slavery Reporter, No. 104. 

Mr. Barry was travelling, in the public coach between Kingston and 
Spanish Town, with a member of the House of Assembly, who in the 
course of conversation stated tluit he hated England, on account of 
the efforts making tlicrc to deprive the colonists of their property. Mr. 
Barry observed that the colonists had much cause to blame them- 
selves for the part England had taken ; as they had nnsreprcsented 
facts. Tlicy had stated, for example, that the use of the cart-whip had 
l>ecn abolished in Jamaica, while they all must know that it was as 
nuich used at this day as it was forty vears aiio. The honourable mem- 
ber admitted this, l)ut added, "They tell lies upon us, and we are jus- 
tified in telling lies loo l)y way of defence" (p. 431). 

The drivers oflen inflicted punishment on the slaves in the absence 
oi' the overseer. He once, in travelling, was arrested by the shrieks 
of a woman who was undergoing a punishment with the cat. She was 
(!xtciulod on the ground. She was raised up and sent to her work on 
his conung up; but she was unable to stand upright, so severely had 
she l)een punished. He was sliowu a wliip, and he pronounced it to be 
what is called the cart-whij), the instrun\ent commonly used. He had 
seen hundreds of them (p. 433). He believed the driver's whip to bo 
still used on all estates except a very few where it Iras been abolished. 
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He iiad many and many a time seen the slaves struek, in the rtekl, 
with sucli a whip as that now shown to him (p. 440). 

Mr. Barry produced a copy of the instructions given by the Society 
at home to all their missionaries (p. 456). These warn the missionaries 
generally to avoid meddling witii political parties or secular disputes, 
and to enforce, by precept and example, a cheerful obedience to law- 
ful authority. The West Indian inissionarie^j are particularly enjoined 
to exclude from the Society all wlio relapse into polygamy and adultery, 
and all who are idle and disorderly, or disobedient to their owners, or 
who shall steal or act in any other way immorally or irreligiously. Their 
only business being to promote the moral and religious improvement 
of the slaves, they are not, in the least degree, in public or in private, 
^o interfere with their civil condition ; and they are diligently to 
-enforce on the slaves the apostolical injunctions — Eplies. vi. 5 — 8, and 
Coloss. iii. 22 — 25. No person living in polygamy, or in concubinage, 
or in promiscuous intercourse, is to be admitted into the Society. The 
missionaries must take no part in civil disputes or local politics, 
and they are to keep at the remotest distance trom all temptation to a 
secular or mercenary temper. No missionary can raise contributionsi 
for himself, or be allowed to receiv^e donations, except ibr the mission 
(p. 467). A very interesting sketch is given of the state of the Wes- 
ieyan missions in the West indies in 1830 (p. 461 — 466). 

VV^^liilc Mr. Barry resided in St. Thomas in the Vale, he was sur- 
rounded by coHce plantations, and he was in the habit of hearing, 
almost incessantly, the sound of the whip, from morning till night. Ho 
could not mistake the sound of the driver's whip inflicting punislimen.t 
for that of the mule driver. The regular artd measured sou'ul of the 
former was not to be mistaken. No n)an familiar witli slave proper- 
ties could mistake it. The crack of the wliip is so loud that it can be 
heard at an immense distance. This use of the whip was so ,fre(|uent 
•that it ceased to surprise him (p. 470, 471), 

It is well known in Jamaica, Mr. Barry observed, one of those facts 
indeed that every body knows, tliat in many cases overseers conceal from 
the inspection of surgeons severe inflictions of |)unishrnent. After the 
mfliction, slaves are sometimes locked uj) for days in a state of solitary 
<'onrincment. He fully understood this to be the case, tljouu'h he 
could not prove it (p. 473). 

Mr. Barry believed that, among the planters of Jamaica, humanity 
>^'as the exceplion. not the rule. 
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He also believed that the slave population (lecrcases, and this 
from causes connected with slavery. The maroons increase, and the 
free bhiek and coloured population increase ; the decrease of the slaves 
must be ascribed to cavises connected with their condition. One of 
these he believes to bo excessive pun.ishnient. The punisinnents are 
so severe sometimes as to occasion death. The late hours at w^hich they 
are obliged to labour, and their licentiousness, are also causes (p. 476). 

Mr. J3arry does not think that any laws which have been passed will 
restrain men from inHicting' severe and unnecessary punishment, or 
secure the slaves any adequate means oi' redress, fn very fevv' cases, 
he is convinced, will the Negroes be willing- to run the hazard of in- 
curring a proprietor's or overseer's displeasure by applying I'or redress.. 
The practice of inflicting corporal punishment hardens the sensibilities 
01 the human heart, and magistrates who are themselves slave-holders 
are dc(;ply interested \\\ upholding the system, and leel also the strong 
inHuciicc of in-ejudicc. Me detailed several cases of oppression arising 
out of the power possessed by nuisters and overseers to ol)!ige female 
slaves to submit to thcirdesires, as well as cases of excessive punishment 
for other causes (p 414,415, 4(59,475,488). Another at p. 479 
seems hart! I y credible, and, as the papers relating to it were lost, it 
would have been better to witlihold tiic details entirely. 

Mr. Barry communicated a letter Vvhich he had received from Ja- 
maica from a brother snissionai-y, Mr. Blebv, dated Montego Bay, 24th 
April, 1832, proving the violent excitement still existing against the 
missionaries, thongh they had been declared innocent by the liiglicst 
authorities. Mr. Bleby writes as follows : — 

You will have heard through oilier clianncis of the proceedings on the north 
side about, the time of your leaving .Taniaica, The acquittal of the Baptist mis- 
sionaries was a coHipletc triumph, and disclosed such a scene of villany and 
corruption as will for ever stainp this country with disgrace and infamy. The 
suborning false evi(lence against Mr Buvchcll, and the attempt to assassinate 
him after his acquittal, — the miserable mockery of justice in the cases of Gardiner 
and Knihl), and all the other acts of violence and injustice perpetrated by the in- 
fatuated colonists, — will tend only to unfold more fully the direful intluence of 
shivery on the hunuui mind, and subvert the wretched system they are intended 
to support. 

The people in Trelnwncy seem to have become as bad as in thai hot-bed of 
oppression, violence, and infidelity, St. Ann's ; and a foul attempt was made 
there to murder me a short time since, from which 1 was oidy delivercfl by the 
merciful iiUerposilion of Providence" (p. -IBB)- 
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Oil ihe Gtli of April ti loner was l>rouglit to me whicli hail hccn taken up in 
the enclosure in the front of the house, evidently written in a di-;gnise(l li:uul by 
some person who can write well, tiu'eatening- me witli tar and feathers, and the 
demolition of the house, unless I left the town. The letter was sicned ' INIoh.' 
This I did not think necessary to t.ike notice of, furt'cei- than to re(|uest several of 
our people to sleep in the lower p^aitof the house as a guard tlu; following night. 
The next evening (Saturdijy the 7di) we had just sat d(jw!i to tea, when a hand 
of white ruflians forced an entrance into the h.ouse, and ca.ine up stairs into the 
room wliere we were silting. They were nearly all armed with bludgeons. 
Thinking they had the appearance of constables, 1. a.ddressed myself to the two 
lirst, and enf[uired what was their business with me ; they ansv.ered, they were 
come to tnke tea with us. A tiuniber of them then seiy.ed me, and with much 
abusive language, cursing me as a preaching villain. §cc., forced me backwards to 
tile other side of the rootn, one of tliem strikiiig me a heavy blow on the head. 
One of them having brouohi a kc<j: of tar into the room, several of them held me 
tast against the window frame, vviiile others covered my head, face, and ])reast 
with tar. I.n tlie meanwhile another of the rufli;.ins took the candh; from the 
table and attempted to set me on fire by applying' it to my pantaloons ; but, being 
frustrated in this attempt, he attempted, by putting the candle to the tar on my 
breast and neckcloth, to effect my destruction ; but Mrs. lijleby, seeing his de- 
sign, dasiied the candle from his hand on the floor, by whicli means it was ex- 
tinguished. By this time aii alarm had been given, ami several j^eople came to 
tny assistance; — the ruflians who were up stairs, liearing the scufHe below, left 
irie and went dov»'n stairs, and ultimately succeeded in making Uieir escape. It 
a[>pears that in the dark several of the ruffians were mistaken l)y their fellows for 
ine and Mr. Whitehornc, the Baptist missionary, whom they expected to find 
with me, and so severely beaten with their bludgeons, diat one is not expected to 
recover; another has his scull fractured, one his collar-bone broken, and another 
his thumb disjointed. Pvlrs. Bieby twice thrust herself between the assailants 
and me ; the first time one of them seized her, and threw her with violence on 
the floor, from which she is still suffering ; the second time she interfeied two of 
the ruflians dragged her away, and attempted to lock her up in the jKuitiy, but 
could not succeed, as s!ie clung to them, and got out with them. The child was 
lying on die sofa asleep; but being disturljcd by tlie noise, and beginning to cry, 
one of the fellows called out, 'Throw the child through the window,' which Mrs. 
lileby prevented by snatching it up in her arms. NVhen they were gone down 
stairs, she succeeded in getting away through the l>ack door widi the child, with- 
out a bonfl^t, and with only one shoe, having been pretty well covered with tar 
in her eflbrts to prevent diem from injuring me. 

Having made my way down into the yard, the same man wiio attempted to set 
me on fire rushed on me, and aimed a violent blow at n'iy head, wliich .1 avoided 
by stooping. I again ran up stairs, and one of them struck at me on the stairs 
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with a bludgeon : but the blow, falling sliort of me, fell with a tremendous noise 
on the stairs. I finally succeeded in making my escape over the fence at the back 
of the house, and took refuge in the house of a person of colour who offered me 
shelter and protection" (p. 489). 

Mr. Barry was asked whether he would not have been perfectly 
justified in interfering on behalf of the siifFering slaves, when he Avit- 
ncssed marked violations of the law. He rcph'ed, — 

" Your Lordships must see the very delicate situation in which we were placed ; 
a very strong feeling of prejudice existed against our mission, and it was our de- 
sire to meet tliat prejudice as far as we could, and this was also the wish of our 
managing Committee j if w e had interfered in any degree in the circumstances to 
which the question alludes, the cry would immediately have been raised by the 
planters, * Here are these missionaries inteifering between the relative duties of 
master and slave and that would greatly add to the effect of the often-raised 
though unfounded report, that we were agents to the Anti-Slavery Society at 
home. We certainly have very frequently, under tiiose circumstances, done 
violence to our own feelings ; but we were reslvained entirely by these prudential 
motives" (p. 494). 

The following is Mv. Barry's view of the general eircunistances o^ 
the men who fill the situation of overseers in Jainciica : — 

"The men who go to Jamaica for tiie purpose of being overseers are generally 
adventurers* who hope to improve their secular interests by that change ; they are 
generally men of humble character in life — men who possessed little or no in- 
fluence in their own country. Any man acquainted with the general feelings and 
principles of human nature must admit that there is a strong desire to govern in 
the human mind — ^a strong tendency to the possession of authority. These men^ 
when introduced to properties, are, in the first instance, to a very great extent, 
debarred from all the advantages of religion and religious worship : it is not ne- 
cessary for mo to go into particulars to prove this ; it is well known that such is 
the case throughout the whole island of Jamaica ; and of course whatever ele- 
vating impulse or principle they might have previously possessed must," under 
those circumstances, very soon become deteriorated; independently of this, they 
have the example of their attorneys and overseers before their eyes living in a 
constant stale of demoralization. While inferior ofhcers upon the properties, 
Ihey arc invested with authority over the slaves, and that authority may be im- 
j)ropcrIy exercised, from a variety of causes; some of tliese, I have stated, may 
be excited by a refusal of the Negress to satisfy the impure desires of the person 
placed over her, and also the influence of j)assion and prejudice in those 
men; and I believe it will hardly be denied, that in the same proportion in 
which they become inured to the infliction of corporal punishment the feelings of 
humanity become benumbed and deadened- That benumbing and deadening 
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influence will increase in an increased proportion of tlie iiiHiction of punislunenr, 
and tlie co-operation of tliese causes I do generally assign as the reason why 
we see so little humanity among the overseers generally. There may be other 
causes which will operate, but these I believe to be the principal" (p. 501, 502). 

The planters, Mr. Barry admitted, speak a great deal about tlie 
amelioration of slavery, but he did not believe that they, including' the 
legislature, were willing to effect it. They might be more willing if a 
state of amelioration did. not include the information of the Negro 
mind, and thus militate against the perpetuation of the system; for he 
was convinced they v/ould ever be opposed to whatever was calculated to 
make inroads on the continuance of slavery. He believed the planters 
and the legislature to be most decidedly anxious for the perpetuation 
of slavery, and they have publicly declared their purpose to maintain 
it (p. 509). The punishment of the whip is frequently aggravated by 
inflicting further licks with the ebony bush, which contains a number 
of small but sharp prickles (p. 512). 

An overseer, Mr. Barry thinks, has the power of inflicting groat per- 
sonal suffering on slaves without violating the letter ol' the law. He 
may confine a slave; he may inflict tremendous punishment within the 
legal limit of 39 lashes; and even if he violates the law he runs no 
great risk of detection, slaves being prevented by the dread of subse- 
quent punishment and ill treatment from preferring complaints, 
(p. 531.) 

" An old lady in Spanish Town, a proprietress of slaves, was one day visitetl 
by one of our female subordinate teachers, a most intelligent woman ; she luid 
previously spoken to a slave belonging to this old lady on the subject of religion ; 
however, she did not think it v^ould be prudent to allow this slave to meet in 
religious society without the consent of the owner : she waited upon the owner, 
and told lier that she had spoken to this woman on the subject of religion, atid 
that she hoped she (the owner) would throw no obstacles in the way; she said, 
' 1 certainly cannot allow her to pray (which is ll'.e general expression for reli- 
gion in Jamaica); she is ^ young woman, and I must kec|) lier to breed ;' and 
that was die sole objection which the lady had to her meeting in religious 
society (p. 531). 

Mr. Barry states that the law does not recognize the se[)aration ol' 
families; but he is inaccurate in this statement, for there is no law 
which prohibits either separation by private sales, or separate levies 
in execution, though if families are levied upon together, wiucii is not 
necessarily the case, they must be sold together, lie adds, — 
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" A lady, a mem1)ei- ofour society in Kingston, of ilu: name of Miss Barrett, 
Linfortanatelv became indebted ; the child of a female slave was seized, I think 
by the nrar.slial ; after tlie seizure the woman herself came to rny house. I lived 
immediately opposite, imd was well acquainted with the mistress, and she told Mrs. 
Barry that such an act had taken place, and she hoped that t!ie minister would in- 
terfere. I was not at home, and knew nothinr? of it until afterwards ; the child 
was sold, and I knew that woman in consequence to die of a broken heart. — I 
knew anotiier instance of the same kind in Spanish Town, thougli not followed 
by the same effects ; it was a young man, the son of a slave woman, who was 
sold from her, not by consent of the mother ; she was totally averse to it ; she 
lived near our ciiapel yard, and was engaged in cleaning the chapel ; and J have 
frequently seen her weeping bitterly on account of ber loss, though tlie boy was 
not removed to any great distance" (p. 535). 

2. VICE-ADMIRAL C. E. FLEMING. 

Tliis oflic'cr's evidence before the Committee of the House of Com- 
mons will l)e found in the Anti-Slavery licporter, No. 104, p. 378 — 392. 
in bis evidence before tlic present Committee, be makes a mistake in 
snj)posinL;- that tbe use of the wbip in the field was forbidden by tbe 
disallowed act. of 1826. There was no clause to that effect in that act; 
a motion iiuJeed was made to substitute the cat for the driving- whip, 
but it was rejected. A whip being- exhi!)ited to him, he allows that 
tliat is the whip generally used for punishing' slaves. He had seen 
ita|)plied both to n)en and women when lagging behind (p. .550). 

Were any one to tell him tbe whip was not used as a stimulus to 
labour lu^ would not believe him. He had never heard it denied 
(|). O.02). In other points his evidence is much the same as in the 
Commons, 

3. WILLIAM TAYLOR, Esq. 

Mr. Taylor's evidence before the House of Commons will be found 
in tbe Anti-Slavery Reporter, No. 104, p. 319 — 341. 

iMr. Taylor repeated his belief that overseers have the power of 
iidlicting a very great degree of personal suHcring on slaves without 
violating tbe letter of the law. 

I have known," he says, eighteen lashes cause a degree of suflering that 
was dreadful, and called for tiotice; Init, the law having allowed thirty-nine 
lashes, the parties who sought redress were completely bafHed. The case was 
one of a young girl of eightee?) who received eighteen lashes ; it was one on 
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wliicli many men felt deeply, and the chief magistrate of the parish took it up 
very warmly, and the official people of the parish took it up very warmly, but the 
overseer set them all at defiance by simply poiniing* to the statute. It was in 
October 1830. The chief magistrate was Mr. Custos Maize of St. Andrew's ; 
the public prosecutor of the parish was M r. Clement ; the person ofiendod against 
was a girl, Jane, of Temple Hall; the perpetrator was Martin, the overseer of 
Temple Hall. They carried the thing as far as they could do ; it went before 
the Attorney General" (p. 570). 

In this instance, Mr. Taylor thinks that if the overseer had violated 
the letter of the law, he would have been punished. Tlie cause 
assigned for the punishment was insolence. The cause she gave was 
a very ditTcrent oue, and that was believed. He had heard many 
instances of barl)arous fiogg'ing-s; and in mixing in West India society 
you hear particular men |.)ointcd out as kind, or as savage as brutes. 
A man of a harsh temper indulges his temper, and the law gives him 
abundant scope to do so. 

"I remember," he added, ''a poor creai\n-e came to complain, thinking I 
could dosomething for him. He stated himself to have been barbarously flogged ; 
and on being stripped, which I caused him to be, his body did present a most 
dreadful aspect. He was snfiering at the time from disease ; he was weak in 
body ; he was perfectly unfit to be pimished, however flagitious his conduct 
might have been. I told him wiiat the law was ; that he might go before the 
magistrate and exhibit his person, which of itself was abundaiU evidence, and 
called for a council of protection ; but the man said there was no use in doing 
that; that it would end in his getting another lashing, and that he would rather 
let it pass unless I would go with him, which 1 could not, for I v.as about to 
embark far England. This was on Prospect Hill in St. Andrew's. I had him 
inspected by old Negroes, who had witnessed these things themselves and had 
suffered them, and they told me it was a dreadful punishment he had got. I am 
sure he got no redress, for he determined to go home. I should doubt whether 
he was alive, for he seemed in bad health; I think he must have died some 
months after. I do not mean to say that the flogging killed the man ; he seemed 
;is if he would not long live, he was in sucli a state of health. He was certainly 
not in a condition to receive such punishment" (p. 570, 571). 

1 have met with many instances of very cruel treatment, but on examining 
into them there was no law to meet t.liem, and therefore it was impossible to do 
any thing. There was another case of a girl of nineteen; the only redress 
her friends had was to get her manumitted ; an individual applied for her manu- 
mission ; her owner, a cruel woman, 1 suppose did not wish to get into any 
altercation with this person, and she consented to sell her, and slie is now free. 
She was severely flogged in tlie St, Andrew's workhouse, worked in the chain, and 
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Hogged after. There was no redress for it; I coidd only tell them that the mis- 
tress had a legal righ^. to do so" (p. 571). 

This j;irl was confined to the workhouse by her mistress's sole au- 
thority. This was a Mowed by law, and therefore the way to redress 
was barred. Women and men were equally liable to be flogged, and were 
constantly flogg'ed in the St. Andrew'sworkhouse. Mr. Taylorsaw four 
or five women flogged ; they were of all ages ; one of sixteen, another 
of twenty-two, another of thirty-five, and an old woman of sixty, a 
grey-headcd woman ; that was the oidy female punishment he ever 
witnessed, and he never wished to witness it again. It was very 
dreadful. They were made fast by means of a block emd tackle they 
had in the workhouse, which not only confined them, but stretched 
them — they were flogged with a cat-o'-nine-tails. He did not mean to 
say that the stretching was done to add to the torture, but it did so 
unavoidably. He spoke to two Negroes who were punished in that 
workhouse, and they told him it was the severest part of the punish- 
ments ; their expression was, that "they were stretched till their backs 
cracked" (p. 571, 572). 

" On one occasion," says Mr. Taylor, I saw two women flogged ; 
I would not call it severe flogging, for it was nothing compared to the 
flogging J have described in the first part of my examination; but, 
riding in a remote part of the island, 1 came upon the spot, and saw 
the punishment. J did interfere, but it was useless, for it was legal. 
The individual who was employed in flogging told me, very firmly but 
very respectfully, that he could not help it — he was a slave himself — he 
was obliged to do it, and was acting under his orders, and those orders 
were perfectly legal. 1 was myself a magistrate of the neighbouring 
district, but 1 could not interfere. If one had been his mother, and 
the other his sister, he would have been equally obliged to flog them. 
The law makes no reservation" (p. 578). 

He had heard slaves state that they were deterred from marriage by 
their repugnance to seeing their wives flogged. It is the custom to 
dog women as well as men in the home-yard or in the field, where their 
nearest relatives may be ; and their relatives may be enqoloyed to flog 
ilicin. A driver is conq)cllcd to flog any one he is told to flog : he 
has no choice (p. 5S1). 

iVIr. Taylor was asked, " Did you ever know an instance of a hole 
ivH'ing dug to enable the driver toj)lacca Negro woman that was preg- 
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iiant in the hole to flog her He replied, Yes ; \ was told that by 
the head driver of Papine, a man that 1 have every reason to believe 
was respectable, a man 1 had very little to do with. 1 had been told 
those stories about flogging* pregnant women. My attention being 
(billed to the subject, 1 was exceedingly anxious to arrive at the truth 
by asking other people, and 1 was determined to ask the Negroes and 
overseers and book-keepers. Among others I asked this head driver 
of Papine, a decent man, as I thought him, and he told me one instance 
in which he had himself inflicted the punishment. The woman was 
pregnant, and he told his story very clearly. This woman had been 
punished in that way. What made me believe it was, — this was a 
woman who had carried some complaint to Mr. Wildman ; she com- 
plained of her being punished and losing her children in the womb ; 
and afterwards she brought forth her children." His impression was, that 
the loss of the foetus was in consequence of this. The driver told him 
there was an excavation made, and she was placed in it, and he flogged 
her with a whip,and afterwards, Mr.Taylor thought, with the ebony switch , 
After giving them the thirty-nine, they switch them. There was another 
respectable Negro upon the estate whom 1 examined separately. He 
had not been present, but he said he believed the thing did happen, 
and that during his residence on the estate those things had often 
liappened ; that pregnant women were often flogged; and he believed 
every woman upon the estate had been flogged over and over again. 
This was before Mr. Wildman went out to Jamaica (p. 592). 

Mr. Taylor admitted that much exaggeration had taken place at 
public meetings held for Anti-Slavery purposes. He was asked whether 
he believed it to be true, as had been said fit one of those meetings. 

that a person had been scourged to the borders of tlic grave for no 
other crime than worshipping his God ?" He answered, I do believe 
in Jamaica there are instances of Negroes who have been severely and 
repeatedly flogged for no other reason than worshipping their God ; T 
would not say to the borders of the grave ; it does not consist with my 
knowledge that they have been scourged to the borders of the grave, 
I do not know that they have died, in consequence of tliaC' (p. 594). 

Again — 

" I f you had heard it stated that the Church Union Society was organized for 
two distinct objects — the demolition of places of worslup and the banishment or 
murder of the missionaries, \vo\ild you consider that a gross exaggeration? 
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" No ; (Voin what I have heard of the proceedings in Jamaica, 1 slioiild not 
consider itat all an exaggeration, for .1 think it is borne out by facts. It was organized 
since I left the country; with die exception of one man, I do not know any of 
tlieni, and I would believe that rnan capable of any wickedness. I am asked 
about a society of whicli I know nothing; 1 only know the proceedings of tiie 
society from certain imputations in die Jamaica newspapers; it was organized 
since I left the country. I have read of gross outrages committed upon the per- 
sons of missionaries, wliich certain documents and newspapers have said were 
perpetrated by members of the Colonial Church Union; I have no other informa- 
tion. Assuming that for truUi, die inference is by no means a gross exaggeration ; 
but your Lordships will observe, I only gadier that from die public prints" — 
(p. 525). 

Mr. Taylor was asked w liethcr tlie newspaper called the Watchman 
w-as not supported by the Anti-Slavery Society's principal agent there. 
His reply was, ^' \ do not know any at^-cnt of the Society there ; I never 
knew any. 1 have ol'tcn enquired for the Anti-Slavery Reporters 
there, and could not procure thcni" (p. 609). 

4. THE REV. PETER DUNCAN. 

The evidence of Mr. Duncan before tlie House of Commons Com- 
mittee will lie found in the Anti-Siavery T^eporter, No. 104, p. 352 — 
36.5. Mr. Duncan stated to the Committee the following facts, 
tliough he liimscif had not often been in situations to w tness the 
inflictions of punislnncnt : — 

" T have soc:i myself instances of very great strictness respecting the punctu- 
ality of Negroes attending at tlie iiours of labour; and 1 have also seen instances 
of severity used when tlicy happened to be a few minutes behind the hour. 
Perhaps your Lordships will allow me to refer to one particular case: I remem- 
ber once sitting in niy lodgings in 'iNlaiichioneal Bay, when I saw about a do/en 
of females Uiat came into the field five or ten minutes too late, and each received 
a number of lashes from the driver. .1 liave witnessed similar cases" (p. 637). 

" In the year 1823 1 knew of a slave driver having to flog his modier. h\ the 
year 1827 or 1828 I knew of a married Negress having been Hogged in die pre- 
sence of her fellow slaves, and I believe her husband too, for it was her husband 
and herself and oUier slaves who told me the circumstances. Merely because this 
Negress would not submit to satisfy the lust of her overseer, lie had flogged and 
conhued her for several days in Uie stocks. I was Uien in St. Thomas in die Vale, 
Connecled widi that station, we had two places of worship, one in die St. An- 
drew's mountains, but just on the boundaries of St. Thomas in the V^ale and 
St. Mary's ; a considerable number of Negroes from Si. Mary's attended at Uiat 
place of w(^rshi]> ; among odiors there was one of the name of , from 
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. I was iiKvays parlicularly struck with lier regularity in attend- 
ing divino service ; 1 observed her absence on one or two sabbaths, and I asked 
a lady wliat had kept her away. She said she believed Ann had got into trouble 
again, poor thing; that slie had been punished by the overseer, whose name was 

. Tlie name of the lady was Mrs. Lawrence ; she told me that Ann 

liad been often punished for coming to the chapel by her former overseer, whose 

name was — ; but that she believed slie was comino- the next sal)- 

bath, and I sliould hear her statement. The next sabbath a considerable number 
of Negroes from that property came to me, and among others Ann and her hus- 
band. 1 asked her what had kept her from the chapel. She said she had been 
severely flogged ; she looked very ill ; she was scarcely able to walk. 1 said, 
* What have you done?' She said slie had done nothing, but her overseer had 
wished her to come and sleep with him. She said, ^ No, ^Massa ; I am a mar- 
ried woman, and 1 was married in the Church of iMigland on tlic Parade at 
Kingston, and 1 cannot do any thing of the kind.' Otiier Negroes told me that 
they were present at a part of this conversation, and saw Ann flogged, avowedly 
for that reason, and among the rest her husband ; she was very severely flogged ; I 
was told she got about fifty lashes, and was tiien put into the stocks. After she 
iiad remained in the stocks two or three days, the overseer asked her whether she 
would come and sleep with iiim yet. She said, No; she was ready to do iier 
master's duty, but coidd not do any thing of that sort. lie brought tlireeor four 
others, and pointed her out by way of scorn, and said, 'Tins is a lioly woman — 
this is a married woman; she cannot come and sleep with me because slie is a 
Methodist, and lias been married in the Clmrch of England.' There were a con- 
siderable nuniber of Negroes with Iter at the time 1 saw her, wlio were witnesses 
to the whole or part of these facts. Tlie wonum was in a very poor state, hardly 
able to walk, in consequence of tiic very severe Hoggiiig she had got, and for the 
reason slated. Though .1 do not at i)rcscnt recollect any other such ilagranl 
instance of cruelty as tliat, it was no uncommon thing to me lo liear iliat the 
young female slaves had been Hogged because they would not comply wiili those 
wishes of their overseers" (p. (341, G42). 

The Ncg'rocs had been described by one witness as liaj)py and cbeer- 
iul. Mr. Duncan's oj)iuion of that statenieiU l.)ein,t;' asked, he saidy 

1 have seen some apparently i^ippy enongii ; but I do not conceive 
they arc all cheerful and happy, or that cbeerl'ulness and happiness 
are \'ery conmiou amonu- tiic slaves. As it rcij^ards punishments, \ 
have already observed thev are Lrenei'ally inflicted in such a wav and at 
such a place that straiig:ers have seldom the opportunity of i)ehoIdinLi' 
those ])nn ishments in the act ol' infliction ; but \ have seen some 
punislied niyseir; I have seen Nesxroes who have l)een putiisbed scarcely 
able to n)(:>ve ; I have also seen one or two others with their flesh most 
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shockingly torn. 1 cannot conceive how it is possible they can be 
cheerful and happy" (p. 643). 

The property of the slaves was generally respected ; but he had 
known instances to the contrary. 

I have known Negroes complaining at least, in my hearing, in ditTerent parts 
of t!ie island, tiuit tlieir prov ision grounds liad been taken from them by the over- 
seer, and that they had got in lieu of them uncultivated grounds, andliad to begin 
all their work again ; and I iiave heard frequently of managers or owners injuring 
the property of a slave, by shooting liis hogs or poultry, without the possibility of 
their obtaining redress" (p. 645). 

The means of redress to the slaves, for injuries or harsh treatment, 
he believed to be extremely dilBcult ; and he stated the following- as 
one instance in proof of it :- — 

" When I resided at Montego Bay, in 1829, there was a very painful case 
brought to my knowledge, — an estate, either Flint River or Tryall — I think the 
former ; they are just contiguous ; on which estate we have a number of Negroes 
connected with our societies. I was informed that they had no day for several 
months allowed them to work their provision grounds; that they w-ent to their 
overseer, and he had promised them Saturday, but when the Saturday came lie 
ordered them to finish the remainder of the cane piece; they refused, and 
went in a body to Lucea, either on Sunday or Monday, and complained to the 
magistrates that they had not had a day so long, and tliat tlieir overseer had 
deprived them of this Saturday. 1 believe they were nearly all flogged ; tiie 
matter was perfectly notorious ; the flogging began, as the person who was a 
spectator informed me, about two o'clock, and continued till about five ; men 
and women stripped, exposed, and flogged in the market-place: the whole of 
this case is fresh in my recollection. According to tlie rules of our society, by 
which we act in Jamaica, we are bourid to censure such slaves as may disobey 
their master* Tlierc were t%vo of the Negroes in company with those slaves who 
went awa LiUcea; and according to that rule, though a painful circumstance 
to my own mnid, I was compelled to expel them from our society. The matter was 
public, and therefore quite well known. It was not, I believe, denied that the 
slaves had been refused their Saturday, nor was it ever called in question that 
they had no day of their own for weeks, and perhaps months ; but because they 
came away on Monday they were all flogged" (p. 640). 

The cases of Henry Williams and Kitty Hilton were then largely 
referred to. We will merely quote a passage from the conclusion of 
it. Hcmv Willian\s had himself told Mr. Duncan that the sufferings 
ho had endured from the Hogging ho liad received from Mr. Betty, 
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and his sabsecjuent treatment in the workhouse for attentling the 
Methodist chapel, had broken his constitution. Me feared he never 
should be strono; as'ain. It was not bv the maiiistrates that lie was 
flogged, I)ut by the arbitrary will of his master, Mr. Betty; and by the 
same arbitrary will he was sent to the St. Thomas in the Vale work- 
house, and that workhouse has the worst puljlic character for severity 
of any in the whole island. The treatment in the St. Thomas in the 
V'ale workhouse is considered to be much more ri^'id and severe than 
in any other in Jamaica. This workhouse was not in the parish to 
which he belonged ; he was in St. Ann's parish ; but he was sent to a 
much Q:reater distance, to this workhouse in St. Thomas in the Vale. 
" I believe also the Rev. Mr. Brid2,es sent some of his Nes^roes to that 
workliouse, and lie stated it was because the discipline was more rig'id 
ii! that workhouse tlian in that in the parish of St. Ann. The word 
discipline, iis referring to s!;i.\'OS in. .Jamaica, means simply puni.sli- 
ment"' (p. Gh 1 ), 

In neither of the cases, neither that of H.eiiry Williams nor tint of 
Kitty Hilton, wliom the Rev. Mr. Bridges Hogged z\nd treated so 
cruelly, was any redress obtained (ibid). 

The barrenness of tlie women in Jamaica he considered to be at- 
tributal)le hoih t,o the severity of their labour and tlie looseness of 
tlieir morals (p. 6.32). 

The v.'hole of the {)arochiiij resolutions published in Jamali^a in 
1S31 conveyed to the Negroes the information, in clear and unquali- 
fied tej'ms, tliat the government of Gi'cot IVritain wished to make them 
free, and that tlie planters were 0[)posed to it. Mr. Duncan ndded, 

" ilis iNhijcsly lias not in liis donunions a people more loyal and (levotctl to his 
person and government than the religious slaves. They rev^TC. Uio name uf His 
IMajesty and of his government too ; and, as the inhabitants of jiiniaica have pui)- 
lishcd to the world that His Majesty and His .l\iajesty's government wished to 
give the Negroes their freedom, this brongiit the matter before tiie Negroes in iW.-n 
way : Here are the King and his government wisljing to make ns free ; here are 
our masters will not allow if. and .1 am well aware, should there he a (puvstion 
between the King and dieir masters respecting die Negroes, which side they (the 
Negroes) will (xo to." 

" I consider that the principal cause of the late insurrection has been the hasty 
and intemperate procer;dinQ;s of the colonists tiiemselves, and the violent nianner 
in which they have opposed the wishes of liis i\Jajest.y's goverinnent from year to 
year; the violen.l lanp;nn;fe which has lieen used, both in the legislature and out 
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of it. I cannot, conceive; it possible ttuit. sucli language could have Icil (o any 
other Jfesull. I have already intiiualed to your lordsliips die natural ini|)res^^ii)n 
made upon the minds of l!ie slaves would be this : His Majesty's governnieiil 
v,'i.sh to ameliorate our condition, arui uUimaiely to make us free, but tliat every 
measure tending to Uus lias been most violently opposed by the colonists, both in 
'mk\ out of the legislature." 

Mr. Duncan entered iido considerable details respecting tlic perse- 
cutions that, bad been endured bv tbe missionaries. We need not 
f'oliow bini in these details. They arc suBiciently known, and are not 
fjucstioned. lie enters into many details, also, to show that the op- 
position of tbe planters is not to tbe sectarian missionaries alone, but 
to reIii;ion itself; and as much to cler^rymen of tbe established church 
as to W'eslcyans or Baptists (p. (i7'2, ri/.'T). 

He produced also some injportant documents in proof of liis state- 
ments, as to tbe persecution ol" missionaries (p. 681 — 685). 

Exorl)itant surris are often asked lor the manumission of slaves, as 
much as £'Mf(}. A planter told bim tliat a man of the name of James 
Walker, on Holland estate, odered a very larg'c sum for bis freedom to 

Mr. , whose answer was, " Ah, dames, if you were free, you 

won Id C'-o to tbe devil. — Go to your work" — (p. 690). 

Mr, Duncan bas known fd'tv lashes avowedly ii'iven to a sUive, 
with a wdnp nearly resend.)liiig' that now shown bint, jsnd ccpially 
efficient. 

"A Negro was laid down to be flogged almost under my window, when I re- 
sided at iMorant Bay — at least at no great distance. Ilis master went to tlie 
workhouse ; he came back with the supervisor, and four workhouse Negroes 
came along with the master and supervisor ; two of diem had whips. The 
Negro man was laid down; two of the Negroes held him down, one at the feet, 
and the odier by the hands; and die Negroes who had die whips went one to 
each side of die man duis laid down and stripped. I counted eidier Uiirty-uino 
or forty lashes; that was with a cart-whip — I mean what is called a cart-whip." 
'^I'his was in I8'21. ''The Negro man received thirty-nine or forty lashes with tin? 
whip. I observed that they still kept him down, wdiile the two men, the 
Negroes who had been flogging him, went some litde distance, and came hack 
with tamarind switches — they are hard and flexible almost as wire — and then they 
began upon liim again, to Hog him with diosc tamarind switches. 1 did not 
count the strokes they gave with die switches ; hut to the liest of my knowledge 
they were as many as had been given before. I observed, when the former 
lashes were inflicted, {he slave never uttered any thing more than a deep groan ; 
but., when ho came to be flogs^ed with the tamarind switches, he shrieked most 
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i.lismnlly, Uh flesh wns first iaceratecl with the whi]-), rnirl then tliose small 
switches gave him grent pain. I would (observe this is a v^ry cominor. course in 
.lamaic;i ; after tliey h;u'e received thirly-niue or forty Inslies witli the whip, then 
to use the lainarind svsitchcs ; the conuiion exprcssioti is, 'beating out the 
bruised l.'lood.' " 

" I hnve seen many cases of floii^^iiij.;- (but not very no;n- wlicre I' hap-j'-cued to 
be), when travel ! iug- throuiih ihecouiUry, especially on the sugar estates. W'iten 
I went fu'st to the islatid, inv attention was often arrc'^tod bv llio sound of the 
whip, a sound very well known to tlioso who have rusided a.ny time in .bimaica. 
J have looked in the direction, and seen persons sul))ect to punisiiment, and liave, 
counted more lashes than the law allowed. When residing itt r\ior;int l'»ay, the 
workhouse punishments 1 knev/ piiu-iievdariy ; at iliat time liiey generally eui- 
])Ioyed two Negroes for flogging; 1 never knew that onesiales; atid Ihiivcknowii 
them to exceed thirty-nine lasiies, or even fifty laslics, v/iihout intermission ; I 
did not see thein punishing, but I know that so m;uiy h;ive Ijeen iirflieled without 
ititermission. !''roin the particular soiind, [ could judge of the insiriirnent — a 
whip something like that produced to me" (p. GOO). 

" .[ recollect, in St. Tliomas in the b'asf, a man of the name of I'Miclp or I'hilp ; 
lie was tlogged ; he told me it was for attending a meeting for prayer. After n 
week or two, he came up to see me, an.d I desiicd him tositdouai in the balcony 
of my house; lie was not able to sit, but he leaned against a })ost. He after- 
wards went up to the curate of the cstalilished eliurcii ; tb.e curate told ine he 
had examined him, and he was most dreadfully cut up. ITn's. 1 tln'nk, was ;d)our. 
1824. 1 recollect again another case, of a coloured slave, liehjuging to lv.hinc 
estate; he was a tradesman; he had l)een (logged. I. know it was many weeks 
before he grit over it. He used to walk about with his stick : he v>as unable to 
do any thing. He told me tliat he <::o\ fifty lashes, anil that each lash cut hitn. 
AV)out tiu> sanio year, I recollect anoi'ner ease, in St. Thomas in the I'.asf, in 
which 1 was at a propei'ty for change of air — myself with my family ; the projieriv 
belonged to a distant rclalion of my own. I recollect the overseer one niid'f 
threatening to flog a young Negro woman (a woman about eighteen or twenty 
years of age), and T merely asked him what siie had done, fie told me she said 
there was no pleasing Buckra ; but it was not fur thai, but l)ecause slie had sa.id 
Alia ! (a very common mode of expression)? 'hat he would tiug her" fp. o07). 

^' I remeinber another ca-^e, of a younu' woman coming- from the- woikiiouse at 
Morant Bay ; she was coming over with otie of her fellow slaves, who had been 
sent to the workhouse with her. .1 did not see her flogged, but she had on an 
Oaialnirgh petticoat, and it was literally saturated with blood, which had been 
dropping on the ground all the v.aiy along. That was during my residence in St. 
Thomas in the Ivast. After I went to Kingston, i saw persons who had been 
flogged looking very ill itideed. I do luU, know that I can now particularise any 
of them, I have seen floo'ging in St. Thomas in the \';iie ; I have seen children 
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of from ten to twelve and fifteen laid down and flogged in 1827 or 1828. From 
that station I went in 1829 and 1830 to St. James, and I saw otlier slaves, who 
ha.d been flogged. I have heard of others; I have heard, from a number cf 
slaves that came, about one young woman particularly ; lier flesli was almost torn 
from her body, because, as I was told, she would not sleep witii the overseer"— 
(p. 697). 

" There is one estate, a cofiee property, situate next to my house in St. Tliomas 
in the Vale, Mount Concord. That property is very much embarrassed. The 
Negroes belonging to it have a very excellent character given them ; indeed they 
bore an excellent character for niany years; but, in consequence of severe labour, 
a number of those wlio had been the most steady, excellent, and valualile people 
upon the estate actually ran awny. 1 found tv.o of the Negroes, members of our 
society, had run away; those people, much ngainsi my personal feeling, I was 
obliged to exclude. 1 was well acquainted wiih the gentleman who wns the 

overseer of that property. His name was The overseer informed me 

thnt the ca^e was this : thiit the debt of the property must be paid off, and there- 
fore a considerable number of Negroes were sent out to job. I believe the 

distance was between twenty and thirty miles. Mr. told me himself 

it was a great hardship upon tlie Negroes, and the Negroes were determined they 
would not put up widi it any longer, and ibr these reasons : in the hrst place, 
they had harder work; then, they were a week or a fortnight away from their 
families at a time, and never saw Uiem but on Sunday ; that they had no oppor- 
tunity of returning to the property to which tJicy belonged; that their provision 
grounds were ;it that time uncultivated ; and their allowance nothing like a com- 
pensation for losing their provisions ; that they had nothing like a comfortable 
house — nothing but temporary booths covered with cocoa-nut branches, on the 
sides of the road, instead of their comparatively comfortable huts on their own 
properties ; therefore, as they were harder wrought, and taken away from tr.eir 
families, they were determined to put up with it no longer, and ran away to the 
woods. The overseer told me it was very hard, and he felt it so, but that the 
property was so involved ; and he thought he could clear £500 a year by this kind 
of jobbing. I have known much individual suflering from slaves beifig taken to gaol, 
where they v,-cre confined for the debt of their master. ,1 have seen the Deputy 
Marshal (or, as he is called, the Marshal's Dog), arrest Negroes, and drag them 
away for miles; and I have seen them crying and tearing themselves in the most 
violent manner. 1 remember once a young woman, who was arrested in a house 
where I hai)pened to be at the lime, on account of some debt owing to a gentle- 
man by her owner. Tliis young woman was about fifteen when she was arrested 
by the Deputy Marshal; the lady in whose house she was was very much 
allected, and appeared very indignant. I asked what was the matter ; she said 
she had heard the Negro state there would be a fine prize at night for the gaol. 
' Nf)W,' says site, mentioning the name, ' thi< is a girl, ihorngh she <loes not be- 



on Colonial Slavery. — Evidence of the Rev. T. Morrjan, 101 

long to me, whom I luive brought up us my own cliild ; slie has been religiously 
instructed, and can read the Scriptures ; she is going at nigiit to get into tlie 
fangs of one of those villaiiis that belong to the gaol, and lie will make her his 
temporary wife; that is a common case with the young Negro women about her 
age, when tliey are cast into gaol for the <lebts of their owners.' I was |)resciil 
at l!)e time, and if I had not assisted to redeem the girl, she would have been 
taken to the gaol. There was nnoiher case, of a young lad, about fiftci'n y..ars 
of age I should suppose ; he belonged, to a property which was very cunsidtTably 
involved ; he was a very decent young man ; there was also the mother of this 
lad, with about seven children ; they were a very comfortable family, and le- 
ligiously instructed and well taken care of: this lad was sei/.ed and was taken to 
gaol, and kept there for some time ; then sold and separated thirty or forty miles 
from where he had been brought up, and where tlie other branches of his fimiiy 
were. This I state from personal knowledge, that he was removed f'ron> liis 
mother and brothers and sisters. I have also, in visiting the gaols, seen re- 
spectable Negroes, or at least apparently respectable quiet-louking people; I 
have asked wliat they were there for : 1 was told for their master's debt. They 
had been confined a longer or a shorter time" (p. 700, 701). 

5. THE REV. THOMAS MORG.AN. 

The evidence of tliis missionarv before the Committee of the House 
of Commons will be found in the Anti-Slavery Reporter, No. 104 , pp. 
391,392. 

IMr. Morgan is asked, Have you beard or known of an instance of 
Negroes being addicted to vindictiveness and crutdtv !lisr('j)lv is, 

AVhen \ was in Antigua, there was a nienilier of our soeiet v executed 
for mnrdering his overseer, but it was in coi\se(jueiice of the overseer 
debauching his wife." He knew of none iti Jamaica (|). 712). lie 
thought the slaves remarkable for their attachment to those who 
treated tltem kindly. He believed that, in regard to missionaries, 
the Negroes were disposed to lay down life for them ; and he liad wit.- 
nesscd manv instances in reii-ard to their owners also, wiien treated 
with any thing like kindness (il)id). 

He considered the distress of the ])lanter to arise muinlv from 
slavery itself. It was founded on wrong. It was an ini<juitv calling 
he feared, for the judgment of heaven (pp. 713, 714). 

If slaves were emancipated, he believed the parents woiid be eager 
to have their children instructed, and would pay for their instrnctiun. 
On plantations children go to work at five years of age (p. 71/)). 

lie has seen the slaves beaten in the field with the cart-whip, the same 
kind of whij) now shown, only the handle not quite so long (p. 717). 
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(i ilitj slaves were oiiuinciiJUled, iIiltc would still be law, of course, 
f.o icsiraiii tlieiu ; and in proportion as religious influence extended 
atnoi'.i;' lluiu there would be peace and order (p. 718). 

lie always connnended the slaves for attending to religious worship, 
aisd where tliere was any failure of attendance urged them to it. He 
con-jidered neither hiinselfnor them, as breaking any law in preissing this 
duly upon I hem, whateser the wish of their masters might be (p. 720). 

(>. THE REV. WILLIAM KNIBB. 

'Die e\ i(kn(.'(.> of this missionary before the House of Commons* 
Committee is eoritained in the Anti-Slavery Reporter, No, J 04, pp„ 
■ m—405. 

Our readers will recollect how rouiihlv Mr. Knibb was handled in 
I hat Counnit tee, and particularly how it was attempted to falsify his 
!i;;stimoiiy as to the c(jnhdence reposed in him by Mr. Miller, tlie custos,, 
in res|);:et to the examinatiorj of the Nei'ro iiisurLvents, who were under 
^.L'ntelUJe oi' <leath, |)articularly in tiui evidence of Mr. Raker and 
Mr. Digmim (see Anti-Slavery Reporter, No. 104, pp. 339, 341). 
lie now |)i()duced a letter from this identical Mv. Miller (who was the 
attorney of Mr. LLaid<ey's estates, and also of Lord Seaford's), addressed 
t.) Ml'. Knibb on the eve of his absenting liimself, for a few months, 
iVom Jamaica, on accouiit of his healtli, and to which island he re- 
tinned Just, after tlie Baptist chapels had been destroyed, in February 
i S3'3, It is dated Falmouth, L2th June, 1831, and is as follows : — 

" Dear Sir, 

1 nin sorry to ftiul from your letter tiiat yom* rrj-inlstry at, Rio Bueno and 
Arcadia is iihout to cense, particulnrly as you have Jicquircd the respect and 
•i' -ieym of i!u;; wliito persons residinp; at Arcadia, as well as of the slaves. 

I sciid enclosed a note for Mr. Whilehouse, requesting hiin to attend at Ar- 
i.ulia ill vuiM- stead, whicli you Nvill oblige mo by conveying to him. 

''So(M^ aflor my arrival in I'^nghuid I shall call on Mr. IJankey, when he will 
no doubt parlicular in his enquiries respecting llie progress his slaves are 
irutking in religious iiistt action, and in every matter which relates to their 
Nvclfaie. 

Please acci^ptniy best thanks for your kind ^vishes on my beiialf; and wishing 
y m iht' cnjiiymeiU of health a.nd hap[)iness," iv'C. (p. 738.) 

instanily on his retui'u to Jamaica (in Fei">ruary, I83'2,as mentioned 
alK)V('K .Mr. ('\istos Miller siMit for iMr. Knibb. ami had a conversa- 
tion wiih him lor two hours, in which he stated his sorrow f<.)r the 
denndit itiii nt' the ('hapels. and said the island was mined bv it (p. 7"^S). 
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Lord Belniorc issued u proclumation about the dcstruclio!! ol' I'r.e 
chapels, which was nug-atory. No attempt was made to prosecute tlic 
ofleiiders, some of them maii'ist rates, though the missionaries iu their 
nieinorial Q'ave him the names of the whole of ihc magistrates and 
officers of militia, whom they said they could prove to have been en- 
gaged in the demolition of the chapels (p. 739). 

Mr. Knibb produced to the Committee Jamaica newspapers stating 
the formation of the Colonial Church Union, framed for expelling' dis - 
senters and screening the destroyers of their chapels, stating the day 
of meeting", the proceedings and objects of t]\e society, aiid the per- 
sons, magistrates and otliers, l)y wiiom it was formed. Among the 
resolutions of one of these meetings, held at Falmoutli, in Trelawney, 
on tlic 24th ?durch 183"2, and siiiMied l.)v the custos. James Ivhicdonald, 
who was in the chair, are tlic following:--- 

" 1st. Thnt the represcvitativcs of this parisli be iiistriicte;! to support every 
tncnisure that may be brought forward in ihc house of ;vsscinbly for ])reventini; 
tiiG sectarians any longer b»'iiiii- pernii'ttcd to diu-sciuinale tluiir dangerous lencti-i 
amongst our slave population. 

2(1. Tliat it appears from a mass of moral evidence, that the sect called Bap - 
tists has been most instrumental in misleading our slave poj)uiation I)y the incul- 
cation of doctrines teaching disobedience to their masters. .\s Sectarianism 
loads to revohition boUi in church and state, it beliovcs iis to adopt means to 
prevent any otiicr than duly authorised ministers of the established churches of 
I'aiglarid ;ukI Scotland from imparting religious instruction to the slaves; atul in 
furtherance of tins lueasurc we call upon all proprietors of estates, or their attor- 
neys, to put down all sectarian meetings on tiieir respective properties. 

" 3d. That our magistracy sliould be most strongly urged to withhold, for tlie 
future, their license to sectarian ministers and their places of worship. 

"(3th. That this meeting pledges itself to operate with the other parishes in this 
island in the licneral Colonial Church Union, for the purpose of protecting our 
interests ftom the diabolical machinations of the anti-slavery pai'ty in l-aigland, 
and Uieir emissaries the sectarian preachers in this isla.nd" ( j). 740). 

As to pulling down the chapels, the Cornwall Courier, edited l)y 
Mr. Dyer, a magistrate, contains the following pasfrage : — 

" The war now may be considered at an end. T.iie deluded victims of sec- 
tarinn treachery have tried their strength, and are satisfied of their utter incapacity 
for warlike operations. The ease and celerity with which they have been svd)- 
dued, and appalling examples, have struck a terror wdiich will not be got the 
hetk'r of; and we might anticipate a long series of peace, were it not for ti:o 



104 iUf^ori of tin: CommUUa of the Ihnuie of Lordi 

})oncntous events with which the political horizon of Uio parent stall.' is over- 
charged 'i'iicre sve are to expect iiothing bvit what the most rancorous animosity, 
backed by power, may inflict ; but we are iiappy lo ol)serve that a leeling 
and spirit is aroused throughout the island which will enable the injured^and 
insuhed inhabitants to widistand isnd repel the assaults of Uieir enemies. This 
has been manifested in the destruction of those dens of sedition and liypocrisy, 
the sectarian chapels. 

Retribution has been inflicted ii» the most speedy manner, and it has been in- 
tiicted by those who iiad a full riglit to do so. Society has its rigiUs as well as 
le^rislature. The prerogative of society is undeniable; it is al all times greater 
than that of legislature, which is dependent on it. Here is one of those instances, 
where the representatives were powerless, and the people have taken it in their own 
hands. When we say the people, we do not mean a mob— a gang of thieves 
and pickpockets, such as the happy politics of England noW acknowledge as 
tiieir liege lords; but we mean the magistrates, vestrymen, and freeholders of the 
island, who have been in arms to preserve their property, and who have in open, 
day done this thing in self-defence" (p. 741). 

The .jaiuuica Courant of the IstMiiicii, 1832, u paper universally 
circulated in the isUuuL contains the Ibliowing denial of the slaves 
owiuii- alleiiiance to the crown, but onlv to their masters. 

" On an attentive repcrusal of the governor's opening speech to tire legislaturCy 
we arc sorry to remark that his l:'.xcellen(:y persists in his allusions to * the ma- 
chinations which have been employed to seduce diesUnes into rebellion;' and to 
talk of their allegiance! ! and die duly they owe to their masters. The Karl of 
lielmore has been long enough in Jamaica to know that die slaves owe no alle- 
giance, and that the contract between their owners and the government of the 
modier country provides only for their obedience to their masters ; and we de- 
precate tlie idea of inculcating upon the Negro mind the bare supposition that 
the king has any control whatever over him ; and we have no doubt that to the 
frequency wiUi which sucli doctrines have been held out by the sectarians is 
mainly to be attributed die cause of the late rebellion" (p. 741). 

Mr. Knibb luid heard, of insUmecs of torture beii^g used to extor? 
cvidenee from slaves ai;ainst the missionaries. 

*' I have," he said, *Mhe history of one man as he wrote it down assoon as he had 
heen flogged, aiid \ can produce that. 1 have heard of odier cases ; and a female 
told nie, iNliss IVrClellan, when she was taken up, she was shown die gallows, and 

told, if she did not tell all that Parson had told her, she would be hung diere ; 

aiul she wa-; iiskcd \\o\\ she would like it. I do not mean to say thnt 1 have 
('V'cry word, hut \ h;'.\c the sti.hslnnci"' of w]i;i.t slie said. 
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DuriruA' our endeavours to colieci witnesses, William came to a brotiier 

rni^sionnrv, aiul told him lie was smoked with fire and brimstone a long time in 

tlio rj^-aol, because he would not implicate i\fr. . Tiiis I was told by the 

aUorney who was employed to obtain evidence for our defence. I know Wil- 
liam ; 1 was in the house wlicn he told it, but I had my own witnesses 

io examine" (p. 740). 

He had known also nn instance of a slave being- Hoii'a'ed by bis 
master for refusing' t,o assist in dejiiolisliing the chapels. The man bad 
l)Gen Mr. Knihh's own servant f(jr two years. 

lie told me that his master requested him to go and assist to puU down the 
Baptist ciiapel ; his master lives just opposite to it; tliat he beat him very un- 
mercifully; that lie took away fifteen flag stones, with some timber, and thai 
those were then in his master's kitchen. [Je came to beg my pardon for doing 
it, and I said it was not his fault. He said he was unmercifully beaten for re- 
fusing;- to pull down the chapel ; he said this to me when I returned ; he had 
been a servant of mine; I was rather attached to the lad, and I was desirous to 
purchase his freedom if I. could have doiie it. I had heard that the boy had 
boon there and had taken a part in it, and he came to beg my j)ardon,and stated 
tliat his master )iad made him do it." 

The followitig is tbe statement that was enclosed in the further 
memorial of tbe Baptist missionaries to Lord Belmore, dated 18th 
April, 1S3-2, and which they pledged themselves to substantiate: — 

During martial law the following property in which the Baptist missionaries 
wereentrnsted was destroyed by the militia: 

"A new chnpel called Salter's IJill, in St. James, just completed, was set on 
fire by a party of the St. James militia, under the command of F. B. Gibbs, 
Ksq. and Captain George Gordon. 

" A private house in St. James, called Pultney, rented as a place of worship, 
and a residence called Wellington, in Hanover, tiie proj^erty of i\!r. Burchell, 
were severally burnt by the militia; and a house in Hanover, called Shcjiherd's 
Hall, hired as a place of worship, was entered by the militia, and the pews, 
furniture, and pulpit therein, belonging to Mr. Burchell, were taken out and 
burnt. 

" On the 8th of February last tbe Baptist chapel at Montego Bay was pulled 
down at noon-day, by a large mob, among whom were the following magistrates 
and officers of militia, most of wdiom were actually engaged : — 

LieutoKnil-Coloncl William Charles IMorris, Major John Coates, Capiaim 
Geo. Gordon, Wm. Mitcliell Carr, John Clegl lorne, Joseph Bowen, Benjamin 
Hampton Thorpe, Magistrafcs. Captains Wm. Nettleton Balme, John Thaife, 
I'.drnund I'.vans. \ .ieutcnants James Gordon, Joneph Trny, Wm. riummer, 
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Thomas Watson, Cluules Wallace Ogle, John Henry Morris, George M'Fur- 
(juliar J.awson, Jun. AdjuUmt, Henry Hunter. Ensigna William Fowle Holt, 
James Coalcs, Wm. Gordon, Josepli Gill Jump. Alexander Campbell, Esq., 
Charles O'Conner, i/sq., Wm. Keith, Ksq., Maghb-idcs. Win. B. Popkins, 
Hc(t(l Consluile, 

"This outnicre occurred within two hours after the custos, and G. M. Lawson, 
cohjnc'l of the St. James reginicnt, and a magistrate also, had been informed that 
it was about to lake place, yet the parlies met with no interruption in their pro- 
ceed in rr.s. 

"The perpetrators of tliis act are well known at Montego Bay ; and no diffi- 
culties wiiatever exist in disooverinsi the authors of the outra'jc. 

"The governor's proclamation of the 13th February w^as posted about the town 
of Montego Bay, but within an hour after it was torn down. 

"On the 14th of March the lodgings of Mr. Bvwchell, a Baptist missionary 
(the indictment against whom iiad been that day ignored), was approached by a 
mob, composed chieily of white persons, for the purpose, as tliey said, of doing 
him some bodily injury; and but for the voluntary opposition oOcred by private 
per.sons, all their purposes would have been effected before a magistrate came to 
the spot, and during the time occupied by some of the authorities in procuring 
affidavits of Mr. BurclicU's danger, which they required, tho\igh they saw him 
surrounded by the mob, before they would call in a milltru-y guard. Mr. Bur- 
ciioll was obliged to quit the island for the preservation of his life. 

"On the night of the 12t.h of IVjbruary the Baptist chnpel ;it llio Bueno was 
attacked and partially destroyed l)y the grenadier company of the Trelawney 
regiment, dressed in their regimentals, which was stationed at Biyan Cnsde 
estate, near that place ; and on the evening of the 13th it was burnt down. 

" Oil llie I'ebruary the cltapel at Stewart Town in Trelawney was partially 

]>ulled down by some persons, also connected with the militia. 

"The Baptist chapel at Falmouth had been occu^'icd during martial law as 
barracks by the St. Aim's regiment. On the 7th of I'ebruary, when that corps 
was about to quit the town, Mr. Isher, Mr. Gaiver, a magistrate and ensign, and 
Atljutaut Samuel Tucker, commanded the men to breakdown the chapel, and 
t'hcmstilvcs set the example, saying those were the orders they had received. It 
was completely demolished. 

" While the work of destruction was proceeding information was given to 
l;ieutenant Thomas Tcnnisou, of the Trelawney regiment, the officer on guard 
in the town. FFis reply was, ' that it was no matter whether they broke it or 
not ; ho su]iposed thoy would sot it on hre.' 

" Mr. Knibb, one of the missionaries, paid a visit to Falmouth early in March. 
.l''or three successive nights his lodgings were stoned ; and he was cautioned by 
two respcctul'.le gcntlen\cn against venturing out in the evening, as a party had 
c!ubl)f'd tt)gctl\or to V-.w and featlicrhim. 
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"After mariial law was discoiilinued llie horses of Mr. Knihb were taken 
from raliTiouth hy IMnjor-Gonerul lliltoti, who Ims till very recently retained 
possession of them. 

At Lucea, on the 6lh of Januaryj Lieutenant-Colonel John Edward Payne, 
and Major llichard Chambers, magistrates, and Mr. Heath, the recto'*, went to 
Mr. Abbott, tlie Baptist missionary's residence, and stated that he had run away* 
Mr. Payne asked if lie had any letters from Burchell, and said, ' tlie Baptists 
had tried to ruin them ; but, instead of that, the Baptists would be ruined them- 
selves.* 

" Mr. Chambers opened i\Irs. Abbott's desk with a false key, though he was 
told it was hers, and searched her letters. Tiiey locked, nailed, aiKl sealed up 
the doors and windows of the house, and used a great deal of abusive language 
to Miss Dixon, who luad charge of his liouse. Mr. Heath took away Mr. Ab- 
bott's church books, which have never been returned. 

On Thursday, February Olh, in the morning, the Baptist chapel at Lucea 
was destroyed. Tiie following parties were among the perpetrators of the out- 
rage : — John B. Heath, Rector, D. A. Binns, Charles Younge, Constable. 

" Mr. Alex. Campbell, of Lucea, a magistrate, w^as present, and did not at- 
iempt to prevent it. Mr. Heath, the rector, asked a gentleman to go with him 

and destroy the d — d Baptist chapel. 

"Mr, Richard Chambers, on the evening of the same day, refused to exercise 
his authority as a magistrate when Mr. Al)bott's dwelling house was violently 
entered by D. Binns and others, armed witli hatchets, &;c., for the purpose of 
destroying his furniture. On this occasion a respectable female, attempting to 
protect Mr. Abbott's property, was struck \\ h\\ a horsewhip by 1). Binns, who 
threatened to push her down the steps if she did not uo. 

Several dozens of wine were destroyed ; and several of iMr. Abbott's books 
and clotlies stolen. 

''On Friday night, February lOdi, at about ten o'clock, a number of men 
ru:ihcd into the chapel at St. Ann's Bay, and violently destroyed the windows, 
widi part of the pews and benches, causing great alarm to the missionary and his 
wife, who were residing under the same roof. The next day that missionary 
brought this outrage before two of die magistrates, Messrs. Thomas Uaflinuton 
and W. S. Barker, who examined several witnesses, but alibrded )io adetjuate 
protection. Li consequence of being left without protection by those who had 
the military force under their command, the missionary, his wife, and infuU 
chiid, were compelled to flee from their liome for safety ; and on the following 
Tuesday, in the forenoon, die whole building, coin^jrising the chapel and resi- 
dence, was pulled down, and the nuitorials stolen. Among the parties enf^aged 
HI this act were Dr. George li. Slennctt, and Lieutenant Henry Cox, junior, 
ma-istrates, Captain Sa.rnuel Drake, and the head constable. 

We are iiii.brmed lliat, on the last-mentioned day, some map-islrates sent fur 
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the boxes of the inissioiuiry to tiie court-I»ouse, seurclied tliem, and took out sun- 
dry papers and otliors of tlieir corilciUs. 

*'0n the '2-i{\\ of lY'bruury F-beny chapel, at Hayes Savanna, in Vere, was 
wilfully destroyed l)y lire. A day or two before, Mr. Heath, Mr. Lean Wood, a 
magistiato, with another person, went and broke some of the windows of the 
chapel, and took away the key. 

On Friday, the Gtii of April, about ten o'clock at night, a mob of white men, 
armed witii swords, pistols, muskets, and bayonets, went to Mount Charles cha- 
pel, in St. Andrews. In the way from the gate of tlie premises to the house they 
met wilh a poor old man (a free negro), unarmed, and fell upon him with their 
swords, cutting him severely in several places on his head and body, and one of 
them with a bavonet stabbed him in his side. 

" When diey got to the house they broke open the door, and fired in at it. 
Some of tlicm broke tiie windows of the bed-room, forcing in the glass frames, 
and shutters wilh such violence that the bed on which Mrs. Bayiis (the mission- 
ary's wife) and her infant were lying was iieajly covered with pieces of glass. 
They then fired in at each of the windows, and one of tiie ruffians applied acandle 
to one side of the room, for the purpose of setting it on iire, but it was put out. 
They proceeded to break tiie hall window, swearing the house siiould be down 
that night. Seeing the candle was out, one of them broke open the door of an 
outhouse, saying he wanted lire, and that he would burn down the house; but, 
the alarm being given, they matle off. 

The cliajjols and places of worsliip at the following places liave also been 
destroyed: — Savamia-Ia-i\lar and rullersfield, Westmoreland; Green Island, 
a hired house; Brown's Town, and Ocho llios, St. Ann's. 

"On the 10th of .lanuarv nine dozens of Madeira wine, which were beinf 
sent from Mr. liurehell's residence in.Montego Bay to him on board die ship Gar- 
land Cmnc, weie taken possession of by Lieutenant John Hem-y Morris, and 
iiave never since been restored. (.)n the 12Ui the same person returned, accom- 
])anied by Mr: .lames (iordon, a magistrate, who said that, by order of Sir Wil- 
loiighby Cotton, he came to see wliat rpianiity of wine was remaining. 'J'hey 
went into the store, counted the wine, locked \ip the store, and took the key 
away. The key was not returned so late as the oth of .April. 

" Hesides the particular instances meuiioned, much more of the private pro- 
perty of the UHssionaries has !)oen destroyed or injured during and since. 

"The loss of property sustained by the mission amounts to upwards of 
'.'0,000/. currency. 

" The.Iamaiea Courant (understood to be the newspaper most e.vtetisively cir- 
culated in this island) has endeavoured, and still endeavours, with impunity, to 
excite tin; iiihal)itants to the comtnission of every species of o\it.rage on the mis- 
sionaries, reconuuendiug destruction of property, and even threatening life if they 
remain in the island. This paper is generally (and froni the almost universal 
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support, it receives is properly) considered as the organ of the colony. Concur- 
ring in opinion willi the Jamaica Courant and other newspapers, many of t!ie 
inhabitants of this island irave connected themselves in an association, under the 
designation of ' the Colonial Church Union,' ihe predominant ohjeet whereof is 
to procure the expulsion of all the missionaries from the island — an endeavour, 
in fact. * Kngiishmen have the riglU to abide in their own country as long as 
tliey please, and not to be driven from it, unless by the sentence of the law and 
they submit that an association for such a purpose is illegal, and at variance 
with the whole spirit of the British constitution. 

•'The first jilace at which this Union was set on foot was St. Ann's Bay, where, 
on the 15th of February, after the demolition of several chnpels, and the pro- 
mulgntion of the proclamation, the following among otiier res-olutions was pa'^sed : 
"6th, Tliat it is expected fiom every member of this Union liial he will lend 
his iiiikience and support on ail occasions to those patriots who, in behalf of the 
paramount laws of society, have hazarded their personal respoissibility for our 
preservation from the murderous macliisiaiions of our enemies," 

"The presidents of this meeting publicly announced arc — .Honourable Henry 
CoXjCustos of St. Ann's, major-general of the militia, and member of die House 
of Assembly, and James Laurence Hilton, I'squire, a magistrate of that parish, 
and also a major-general, — two of the authorities who are required by the pro- 
clamation to prosecute the offenders and prevent further outrages in that parish. 

"in Spanish Town the Coloriial Church Union for die county of iNiiddlcsex 
was held on die 21st of Mareli, and the resolutions of all the parochial meetings 
seem to have been then recogni/ed and amalgamated. The Honourable John 
i/iinan, a judge of die Supreme Court of the island, custos of the precinct of S(, 
Catherine, and meml^er of Assembly, was app^ointed president of diis meeting. 

" It would be an endless undertaking to enumerate all the law preservers and 
justices of tiie peace wlioarc members of this illegal and peace-disturbing Society; 
but the missionaries cannot omit to notice that the custodes of the several parishes 
ufTrelawney, Manchester, and \'ere iiave accepted the oilice of president in tlieir 
respective parishes. In tiie parish of Treiawncy, one magistrate, i\Jr. \\\ Dyer, 
publishes a newspaper called tlie ' (,'ornwall Courier,' in which he lias repeatedly 
nrged dial die missionaries should be tarred and feathered. An attempt was 
made, on the lih of April, to practise this on die NVesleyriii missionary at Fal- 
tnoutli ; and in die next number of that paper diis act was spoken of with ajij^ro- 
h.ition, Our eyes cannot lie shut to the fact that William Dyer, editor, and 
Mr. Dyer, magistrate, are one and the same person ; and it seems a little too 
unicli to expect from human nature, that what the editor recommends and ap- 
n!a,U(ls ihe magistrate will very rigidly judge or severely punish. 

" Another magistrate, .loseph Hodgson, who resided witiiin a few doors of die 
place where this disturbance occurred, was applied to for assistance : liis reply to 
dip applicant wiis, that ' she harl better go hoinC; diey would not hurt die minister.' 
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These inst.allco^: of the degree of saiietloii which some in'(U.^istratcs erivc to the acts 
of violence committed on the missionaries wore adverted to in a letter addres.-^ed 
?o liis .I'.xcellency's Secreiary on the 14lh instant" (p. 750 — 753). 

The con'ospoiulcncc also which took place between the Baptist mis- 
sionaries and Coniniodore Farquiiav, who was on the Moiiteu.'0 Bay 
station, was iiiso p.-ivcn in evi:.Scnco by Mr. Knibb. Tliis officer bad 
thousj^bt proper, in an address to the inliabitants of St. James, to 
say to lliem, G(nitienicn, I ivjoiee and do most sincerely congra- 
tuhite you that this most unnatural relx-dbon (raised in a great measure 
])y tlic fanatical j)reaclung and tCiiching of the sect called Baptists) is 
now at an end." The niissioiu'iries wrote to iiim demanding an explana- 
tion, lie did not deign to reply to tliem. A second letter was written 
to him renewing the demand, and intimating that tb.e correspondenee 
wouhi be laid before tlai Adn\iral and the Lords of the Admiralty. To 
this he rej)lic«.l by his secretary, that he (.lid not bold himself respon- 
sible lor any letter in the public prints which lie had not ordered lobe 
inserted ; he had nothing to do witlithestepsthe missionaries might take ; 
and he declined all I'urthcr correspf)ndencc with tliem (p, 757 — 760). 

We (rust the Lords oi' the Admiralty will teach tliis connnodore a 
lesson he has not yet learnt; that eveii missionaries have rights as 
British subjects which he is i)ouiKl to res]>ect, and not to outrage, 'as 
he has most nnwari'antably (Jone. 

Mr, Ivnil)!) gave further, in e\ idence, copies of the confessions made 
to l»im by the Negro convicts, in com[)iiance with the request made to 
him by Mr. Gustos Miller; and of tiie striking testimony in his favour 
by Mr, Samuel Moulton Barrett,*" tlie brother of the Jamaica, delegate 
to Ihis country (p. 7()0— -7f)4). 

There are in Jamaica many religionists among the slaves wdio call 
themselves Baptists, but who are in no degree connected with 
the P)apt!st missioiKiries, and whom it was not in)possil)le that over- 
seers, or any other ignorant [)ersons, might confound with the mission- 
aries ajul the slaves of their congregations. Mr. Knibb said be him- 
self had a congregation of al)out 3000, whose contributions amounted 
in the year to about i'OOO, half of tliat sum being contributed by free 
persons, and half by slaves. The contribtitions were ([uitc voluntary, 
and were quite unconnected v. ith admission or rejedion (p. 7(,)7, 7()8). 



Sec a copy of this loiter in tlu'.Viiti Sinvcrv Kcj-- ii r, N,,, 101, p. 2^2. 
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Mr. Knibb wns not aware that, reports of cruelties to slaves were 
circulated in his cun«j,reg;ution ag-iinsl the planters. He very sehloni 
heard of the in. 

" The slaves are by no means desirous of telHng acts of cruelly; they will 
conceal them. They feel the denradation of being Hogged so rnucii, tiiat it is 
with the greatest diHicuIty they will tell when they have been flogged." 

He tbcrefure thinks there were a g-reat many snob cases wliich be 
had not lieard of. Fh.)u'LL-inu' is as conimon on the estates as eatinQ%" 
p. 768. 

He was led to believe that the condition of the slaves was rendered 
v.or5c by the insurrection. 

•* In the disturbed districts they were obliged to work harder, at least as I was 
itiformed ; I left that part of the iskuul, for safety, as soon as i could ; but so 
niucii being destroyed, I was credibly informed that all were obhged to work 
harder, which is rather the natural res\dt after so much ])roperty had been de- 
stroyed. 1 consider that being made to work Ir-n-der is severe treatment. I 
was told liiat they were obliged to work all the Lord's day, but I did not see 
t]r.u"(p. 770). 

The following is a copy of the affidavit of Mr. Real,)uni, a inagis- 
trate, respeciino- one Steiniett, v.lio was suborned to inform against 
Mr. Btircbell, and wbo oiVercd, liefore two Montego Bay magistrates, 
Messrs. Keabnrn and Manderson, to swear that the informat ion be bad 
given v.as false, and that lie iiad been Inibed to give it. They (the 
mao-istratcs) declined receiving- it, and Stennett bas been committed to 
take bis trial for the [)erjury = 

" Personally appeared before me Thomas fieaburn, who, being duly sworn, 
maketlioath and saith, that he was the non-commissioned oflicer on guard at the 
court liouso on Wednesday the 22d instant ; that he was called upon In' J. 
Manderson, Esquire, a justice of the peace, and requested to accompany him to 
the room in which Samuel Stennett and a number of prisoners were confmed, as 
!iO, the said John Manderson, wished me to hear some confession that the said 
S. Stennett was anxious to make. That diis deponent together with .1. M. and S. 
S. went into a separate apartment, when the said S.S. was told by Mr. .M-to relate 
what he had to say ; he then stated Uiat he had done wrong in swearing against 
the Ilaptist parsons, as the statement therein contained was false and unjust. 
That this deponent then asked iiim what motive he could have to make this de- 
claration, as he must be aware he would place himself in a very strange situation. 
He said he co\ild not help it ; he wished to appease his conscience, or words to 
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that effect. Tliis deponent askod him if he had made the afiidavit against Bui- 
cheli and Gardner wiicn under tlie induence of fear. He said no, !ic was induced 
to do so from a promise of reward, as four genlleinen (naming llietn) had assured 
hini that he would be well thou;4ht of by the gentlemen, iIkU lie would be al- 
lowed ten pounds a year froni the country, and d»at one of the said gentlemen 
would make tiie sum hfly. Tlio said S. Stennelt further stated, tliat he never 
joiued tlie I.>apfist Society, as a member, until Mr. B. had left the country ; that 
lie knew nothing of the missionaries ljurehell and Gardner, and expressed his wdll- 
iiigness to make oath to what he then stated. This deponent further saith, that 
he never before had any 'conversation with the said Samuel Stennelt. So help 
me God. (Signed) T. Ueuburn. Sworn before me this 24th Tebruary 1832. 
(Signed) William Ewart" (p. 771). 

Mi\ Ki^ibl) al.^C) dcdivcVctl. in i\ stateinent of fil! tlicii* baptized, in 
otb.cr words, of all their cotniruiideatits ; for the Implized and commu- 
nieants are ident ical iu the Baptist churches ; an^ountitig', at 24 different 
stations, lo I0,(S;J8. Thi;* of course does wot incliKle enquirers (about 
17,000 ii) number), nor persons (•xeluded for nnsconduct. The 
nund)er of these was 11.1, of whom 69 had been restored. 

iMr. Knil)b further swore that, on first heariiiii' of the rebellion, he 
irad I'elt the stroiv-est desire, and nradc the very utmost eiforts, to 
fjuiet it. 

J instantly war?ied some of our cojigregalion. We had a chapel to open the 
day belbre tiie .vebellion broke out ; I rode between ihirty and forty miles, and 
h.ad a free person wiUi rne, oT the name of X'aughan, and went among them, and 
stated that I understood they were going to refuse to work, and assured tb.cm 
they were totally mistaken about a free paper ; and I gave an address to ail llie 
people I had with me, and .1 sent my deacons to more than fd'ty properties; and 
not on one single estate where 1 sent was there any insurrection" (p. 773). 

A report having rcaciied Palmonth, on the 4tli of .lannary, IS3-2, 
that Mr. Knibb was to be shot, the following letter was sent to him 
to Montego Bay by express, signed by ^\\ . Barrett, a proprietor of two 
estates, and a mend)er of the Church of England, and two Prcsbv- 
terian ministers, viz. — 

" My dear Sir, Falmouth, 'Uh .Tanuary, 1832. 

" It was only when we returned from Cinnamon Hill, last night, that we heard 
of your accusation and arrest. We deeply sympatlnze with you and your bredn-en 
in your present trouble. We have heard this mornitvir of apprehensions being 
eiiteitaii\ed for vo<u" saft'tv, and \ise the utmo>t haste to assure vou that we are 
ronvincMui you iiave not ijcen cither intentionally ordircctlv guilty of creating the 
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niescii} insiuTGclion. Wc are prepared to repair to Montego Bay atul witness to 
this eflbct, and, us f;ir as our knowledge goes, to your peaceable eiiaraeteu as a 
Ciirisliaii and a minister.. 

" Wo are, dear Sir, 

With most sincere feeling lor your uHlietion, 

To the llev. William Juiibb, H. M. WAi.nr.i.i.. 

In I o n tego liay . S . M • B a ii it i vn . 

("i l-.OUGV. VjL'\ 1 n." 

(p. 773.) 

Mr. Kiiil)!) rnrllicr swore lhat he iiuidc it a eonscioiitious rule lu vor 
\o talk with the slaves about enianeipation, and Ix/im!^' asked how he 
reconciled that with his (eeling- of the impropriety oi' i»!s liohhn-- 
lani:;uag-e in England which l\e would have thouirht wron;.r in tlu". \\ »'.-t 
Indies, he replied — 

My duty in l.hc West Indies was to instruct the slaves in n.-ligious ii!;i'aers ; 
when in J-aigland, I am speaking to free people. Ji is vny firm opinion that Chris- 
tianity and slavery are entirely incompatible. 1 consider myself, wIumi in i'.ng- 
laiui, justified in using any language which I consider consistent wiUi truth, and 
tiiat I am not responsible for where my language may go. In point of iact. I. do 
consider that Christianity and slavery cannot possibly be co-existent ; that is nsy 
linn conviction." 

It will be allowed by every candid reader, that the niissionarii^s, 
Mr. Barry, Mr. Duncan, Mr. Morgan, and Mr. Knibi), have dune 
themselves the very hiirhest honour by their cxnminatioJi in the ("(nn- 
niittees of l)oth Houses. 

7. TJIE KEV. THOMAS COOPER. 

This ireutletnan's evidence before the Committee of the Mouse of 
Oiinmotis stands in tlie Anti-Shivery Reporter, at })ag,e .'3(>'3 — 'ifi? f>l 
No. 104. 

When Mr. Cooper Wiis in Jamaica, prior to 1821, lie did not know 
that there was any school of any kind in tlie parish cd' Hanover. 
Tiiere was, it is true, a cluirity school in that parish, of which the liev. 
i\lr. Ilose, the rector, was the master, and received the salary ; but 
during- upwards of three years that Mr. Cooper lived in that parish, 
it was of no use to any otie person in the world, but to Mr. Hose. 
One iVee brown boy may have attended the school, but not a slave. 
Tlie salary was paid from the Jamaica treasury. He kmnv Mr. Rose 
vei y well, and assisted him in teachinu' his own ( hildren, and tv.u or 
thivo others (p. 791 , 79'2). 

1 
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Al! slaves not [\])()^(\ I'orlyarc desirous of iVccdom, and if made Iree. 
lu! l)';-!ieves llicy wrndd he a happy and asci'ul peasantry. Me never 
knew aiiy other iniulus applied to obtain labour from tliem but coer- 
cion, ill .lainaiea, planters, eler^-ymen, and otliers, all conceived 
nolinn;^- w.ts lo he done but by the \vhi|). The (Vec i)eoplc are indus- 
trious and make money, lie had heard oi' money-making among the 
slaves only as a nn'ratile, not as a general rule, IT masters resisted 
emancipation, danger might follow, not otherwise. He had never heard 
of free |)eoplc rcupiiring parish relief. He considered the peasemtry 
of this country as princes compared with the slaves (p. 795). 

r^lanters resident in this country^ he believed, knew very little ol 
ihe real condition of their slaves, or they would be the first to make 
them iVec. lie considered the supply of food to the slaves very 
inadeijuale (p. 71)()). 

The liuld Negro received seven or cigiit salt herrings in the week ; at Cln-ist- 
MKis, a suiidl su}>j)iy ul'salt fish, by way of present ; he was allowed to cultivate 
land on the !);ick parts of die estate, and 1 believe he was not restricted with regard 
(" th'.: quantity oClund ; he had to cultivate that land on a Sunday, and on ibe 
days allowed hy law, maovniting to twenty-six, I think, in the year." 

'liie Sumlay too was his own, and with that employed they might 
obtain enough. He did not say that they sutfered in iiealth from 
wnnt of food, but th.ey dwindled from 410 to 393 while he was there.. 
The treatment was not more harsh lhat\ on other estates. There was 
no cvnelt V for crmdtv's sake. The harshness he complained of was 
the every day pncv-tiee. He remcndH>red sitting at breakfast and hear- 
ing the whip going at a distam'e. After breakfast, a young woman, 
cauH" 11]) to hiiu ;unl told him to look at her. She turned round, and 
all across she wa.s ciij in a. dreadful imaimer, and the blood runiuug. 
Thev were rtMUoving dung, atid she (^ould not keej) u[) with the rvM, 
She had no i(h>a the driver did it out ol' spile; he might or he might 
not (p. 79!)). 

i\lr. K(.)l)ert llibbert was the owner of tlr.it estate. On Mr. C.'s 
ri'turn to I'aigland he paid Mr. H. a visit at his seat in the country, 
and rejHuied to hiitt thie state of his Negroes. He told Mr. Mib'oert 
that he had been ituiled to publish his observations on the state ol 
slaverv, ai\d Mr. Ilii)bert (incourati'ed him to do so. His mission was 
so far suc(H>sst'ul as to satisfy himself that slavery must n'ive way belore 
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Christian instruction, and this lie wrote to Mr. Hibbert before he left 
his estate. Mr, Hibbert wrote back to request liini to remain on the 
estate, but prohibiting him from teacliing the slaves to read. Finding- 
he could be of no further use to the slaves, and that his situation had 
thus become a sinecure, he resioned it. 

Those who wish to appreciate the value of Mr. Cooper's testimony may 
turn to the evidence which lie t;^ave in the year 1 822, soon after his re- 
tin-n from Jamaica, and \viiichmavbc scon at icntrth — and an invaUiable 
document it is — in a pamphlet entitled Negro Slavery ; or a View of 
ilie more prominent Features of that State, and especially in Jamaica," 
foui'th edition (printed for Hatchard), p. 36—55. That evidence pro- 
diiced a most powerful effect at the time; and was, in fact, the pre- 
cursor of all the Anti-Slaver V efforts which have since been made. 

8. THE REV. JOHN THORF. 

Mr. Thorp's evidence before the Mouse of Commons'' Conmiittee 
vnay be seen in the Anti-Slavery Reporter, at p. 370—372 of No. 104. 

Tliere were two estates in St. Thomas in ti)e East where rcadino- was 
taught to the slaves. These belonged to Sir George Rose. Letters were 
taught in the Sunday school ; but the iuipediments were very great, as 
oven the children had to attend their grounds on Sunday, and the same 
children could not attend more than once in two or three months. They 
had fresh slaves every Sunday. The slaves, at the same time, were 
very eager to receive instruction (p. 1044). 

Mr. Thorp admitted it would be very desirable that ministers of the 
gospel should concilieite the esteem of the planters, only as far, how- 
ever, as they could do so conscientiously. But the itnmoral lives of the 
planters would prevent such persons from forming any very iuiimatc 
connexion witli them. The coniicxion lie formed witii them was more 
Irom his situation as the curate than from any other circumstance. 
^Verc he to return to the colony again, he certaiidy shoidd not visit them, 
even to the limited extent he did when there. His reason for entertain- 
ing tliut oj)inion was the decidedly iiiuuoral state of the planters, which 
he thought compromises the character of a Christian, especiallv of a 
v-hnstian nnnister ; they live in open and avowed concubimiu'C. Fie 
l<new of no exception on any estate wiratever, except one. that of Sir 
Honry Fit/hcrbert. There was scarcely another instance of an aliorney 
'M' nvcrsocr beiui^' man'ied. 
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The slaves Ivod suiliciojit vcijctahle food, but, that is not. enough for 
hard-working slaves. The slaves, he thinks, arc overworked to the 
injury of health and the shortening of life, by their labour being pro- 
tracted to too great length. The hours of labour by law are from five 
in the morning to seven at night, with intervals of two hours and a 
Indf, being eleven hours and a half of labour. The hours of laljour are 
not from sunrise to sunset, but, by law, from five to seven ; and to the 
night-work of crop there is no legal limit. It makes sixteen hours 
flaily in some cases, and in others eighteen. The night labour of crop 
is not so laborious as cane-hole digging ; but it re(iuires not only con- 
stant attendance, but constant and brisk action, and must be very la- 
borions. Me had heard it said that the Negroes were best off in cro]); 
l)ut he could not. say he had observed that. He t.hinks them over- 
worked to the waste of life (p. 1 047-— lO.")*)). 

The whip was always carried in the field ; he never saw a irau"" 
without il. Il was carried for the purpose of being used, and he has 
seen it used (p. 10.'")0). 

Mr. Thorp knew the case of a slave on Serge Island estate, who 

di(>d, it was su])posed, from excessive punishment. The coroner's 

jury brought it\ iJa-ir verdict, DicM.l of i.-rysipcias, a.cciilorated l)y the 

punishment previously inflicted." The ovcMsecr. who had aliseonded. 

was iu(lict(>d ; but the grand jury ignored tlu! bill. 

The jurors on the coroner's iiKpiest, were ncighlujurimr overseeri> 
(|>. lO.VI). 

!'anancipati<)n, he thought, would prodiu-e an ad van{ai;-(>ous chano'e 
of syslein. Ploughs cattle would i)e substituted for nianual labour, 
and ihc esla.i>li<hnU'Ut of whites on estates u^iu^ht be retluccd. At {)re' 
sent the ph>ug!\ wtss in very liltie !iS(> indeed (p. iO,";.')). 

lie coiiceivrd tlua-e v.a.s !U) sorl c!" iirliiieer"s work could b<' v/aiiled 
in th(^ colony !o whicli (he Negroes ar.- not c(jnai. Not otdv did the 
iivc peoj»le work in liu- ue;U(>st and handsonu'st manner, but he knew 
many slave cari)eiil.crs w!io were e(|!!al t<> anv thin;r, even nuikin-j; 
w I' 1 1 i n ;..''-! i e< k s and d r(^ss i n u'- cases . 

.Ml. TiuMjs's belief was tisat the slave p.opnlation in .ianiaica was 
dicivasui-. while the (Vi-c black a.nd colonrrd population were iu- 
cieasntL''. 
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!). THOMAS POWELL BUXTON, Esq. iM. P. 

Mr. Buxton was the only remaining witness on the Anti-SUivery 
side exanuned before the Committee of the House of Lords. His evi- 
dence was given at considerable length, and embraced all the variety 
of topics which might be supposed to have occupied t he mind of so able 
a leader in this u'reat cause — such, as the moral debasement and the 
physical sufferings of the slaves; the frightful waste of human life 
produced by slavery ; the impediments to religious instruction ; the 
religious persecutions that had taken place; the causes and progress 
of the late insurrection ; the cruelties of various kinds incident to 
slavery ; the advantages of an early emancipation to masters as well 
as slaves, and tlic dangers of delaying it ; together with a variety of 
proofs, drawn from history and experience, both of the pcrftn t safety 
of sucli cnuuicipation,and of the certainty of derivijig, from free labour, 
an aderpiate su])ply of all the articles now grown by slave labour. It 
would be evidently impossible for us to follow Mr. Bux1:on t)ver this 
wide field, nor is it necessary. He has it happily ii' his power to m-ge 
all these fruitful topics, in his place in parliament, with nuieh more 
t (}i>ct ib.an we, by any abstract of ouns, could impart to them. Wo 
ilu^reibrc desist from the attempt, being satisfied, by tlie proof' he has 
iH>ro given of his thorough mastery of the subject, that if. is wholly 
unnecessary. 

i\h\ Ibixton underwent a long cross-exa.minat ion respecting his po- 
pid'.ition taldes and tlie inferences he had drawn from them; and it 
scemef] cle;!rly to a?,sipear in the result, that, his verer<'uees were c()r- 
r<'c|,and his reasonings and conclusions from tlu^ fads before him 
perfectiv sound. This we hope, ere long, fully to estahlisli. 

Ill (he mean time there are two observations wc- have make, 
niic is. that lie Iras conceded too much to his opponents in admiiting 
\\v.\\ tite age of )Md)ertv in Neu'ro females is as early as ten ; whereas 
ihe fact is that it is not earlier than in I'.uropi', namely, in general 
about (ifteen. This is iin extremely imj)ortant fact to be k(*j)t in view 
in estiiuat iiii!: the childbearino- ages ol"the slave pojjuhation. 

(hir second observation is tJn's. tiiat even if we wi-re to admit, 
wliirh w<' do not. that the partially selected re-turns which were 

n\;i(h' \ j.rountl of his cross-esanhinit ion were fair and ac'Mirate 

Hidr \V(ii:!.i -.iiM irnr.nn nii." roMc|u-r^ (• and overwiichniiiu' aru'unieul . 
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wliicli no ingenuity can by any possibility evade; and that is the 
argnnieiit drawn from the parallehsm of the eases of the shive popu- 
hition of tlie United States of America and of that of the British West 
Indies, in that only respect on which the West Indians can for one 
moment rest t'ee shodov/ of anolo9;v for the destruction of human 
life attendant on their system. That arg-ument we shall transcribe in 
the words in which it appeared in the Anti-Slavery Reporter, No. 
100, p. 264. 

"The slave trade ceased in the United Slates of America, and in the 
British M'<jst fndics, in tlic very same year, namely, i808. The re- 
lative proportion of imported Africans, on whicli the West Indians 
lay so nuicli stress as accoiniting for tlie decrease of their slaves, not- 
withstaiufing tlie boasted lenity of tlieir treatment, must tlicreforc 
have !)eei^ nearly the same in the two cases. But have the results 
been the same ? 

" In one of our late numbers (No. 97, p. 102) we have shown that, 
in 1 808, the slave population of the United States must have amounted 
10 about 1,130,000, and that of the British West Indies to about 
800,000. 

"in 1830, after aa interval of 22 years, the slaves of the United 
States amounted, by actual census, to 2,010,436 ; being an increase 
of 880,436, or about 80 per cent, in that time. 

" it appears that, in 1830, the slaves in all the British West Indies 
could not exceed 69.'>,000, being a decrease of at least 105,000 slaves 
in the same period of 22 years. 

i\o\v, had the British slaves increased, during' that time, at tlie 
sau'ic rate with the American slaves, their number, in 1830, instead of 
being only (iO;"), 000, would have i)een 1 ,423,3 1 7, making the enor- 
mous (k'creasc, as ('()m{)ared with the progress ol' population in the 
llniU'd States, of 728,317, a waste of life exceeding, l)y nearly .'j per 
cent., the nnmlxM' of the existing ])opulat!on. 

'•'A similar resuUwould lie produced by a comparison of the pro- 
gress oC pf>pulation, among the slaves, with that of tlie IVee l)lack and 
{•(»h;iired elass(\s inhabiting the same colonies. Had tliey even in- 
<'ri'aso{l at the rate of tlie Maroons in .lamaica, the least favoural)ly 
cireuinstaneed of those classes, the 69.'), 000 slaves of the West Indies 
woiihl luive grown, in 1830, to 1,240,000, or, if at the rate of the 
)Vrc riassrs in Trinidad, to 1„.'jOO.OOO. 
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These facts oonstilute a cliaro-e aii'alnst colonial slavery wliich no 
sophistry can elude. After every deduction which the most claljoriite 
iiigenuity can suggest, it will remain under the stigma of being one 
of the heaviest curses wiiich aftiicts lunuanity, and this independently 
of the unnumbered political, moral, and spiritual evils which directly 
flow from it. And yet here have we, with our Government, and our 
parliament, in this land of Christian light and liberty, been coolly 
deliberating for ten years (and still are deliberating ) wliether this curse, 
inflicted by ourselves on our fellow subjects, shall be at once removed, 
or shall be permitted, for months or years longer, to ojipvess and deso- 
late one of the fairest portions of the creation of God! How long 
sliall we continue to endure this depressing load of conscious guilt ? 
Let the electors, aye, let tiie legislators too, of the United Kingdom see 
to it ! Tiii'.v are now on their trial at tlie bar of the Most High !" 

But one of the most important ])ortions of Mr. Buxton's evidence 
remains still to be noticed — we mean the documentary part, wiiich 
is so important that any member who shall overlook it will have made 
himself very imperfectly acquainted with the evidence adduced beibre 
tlie Isolds' Connnittce, We must limit ourselves, however, at present, 
to a mere catalocfue raisoimce of its contents. 

1. A. statement of the case of llayti, IVom 1789 to the present 
tinie, with th.e causes and consequences of its revolution ; drawn from 
authentic sources (p. 840 — So.'j). 

2. Extracts from the minutes of tlie l)oard ol' trade of .Bengal, of 
the vtii oi' August, 1792, on the culture of sugar l)y free and slave 
labour (p. 8o()). 

'■>. Extracts ol' u letter from Williaui h'it/inauricc, l''.sq.,on thesnmc 
subject, dated Calcutta, 5th I'eb. 1793 (p. 8.'37). 

4. E.xtra.cts from Dr. lioxburgh's accouiit oi' the Hindoo lueiliod of 
culiivat iu'j.- the suo-ar cane, and of manuCacturiu'j,' suti:ar in the tujrt Ikm u 
provinces of India (p. 857 — 860). 

:'). Extract fi'oni the History of Java, by Sir1\ S. Kallles, pui)iishcd 
in 1817, on the cultui'c of sugar by free labour in Java (p. 8()0). 

(). h/xtracts from Kemai'ks on tiic llusba.i^4i-y and interna.! ('nni- 
incrce of l.)cngaL in 18()(), relalivc to the Culture of h?ugar (j). 8(il ). 

7. I'lxtracts iVoii) Sir Georii-e Staunton's Account ol' Lord AJacart- 
lU'v's iMubassy to China in 1793, on the Culture of Sugar in Cochin 
China and China, (p. ^(VM. 
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8. rixtracts from M. dc Gui<inc's Voyaii'cs to Pckin, Manilla, c^'c,., 
1784 to 1801, on the Culture of Suoar in China (p. 862). 

9. I^xtracts IVom Mr. Abel's Narrative of a .lourney in the interior 
of Ciiina in 1816 and 1817, on the Culture of Sugar in China (p. 86-2). 

10. i^lxtracts from Barrow's Travels in China, on the Cult?ire nf 
Sugar tiiere (p. 863). 

11. Extracts from Crawford's History of the Indian Archipelago 
in 1820, on tiie culture of sugar there by free labour (p. 865). 

12. F.xtracts from Mr. Botham's evidence before the Privy Council 
in 1789, on the (Mupdry relative to tlie slave trade ; being on the cul- 
ture of sugar, both by free aiul by slave labour (p. 867). 

!.'>. ILxtracts from the evidence taken bei'ore a Committee of the 
House of Commons, engaged in eufpiiring into the trade of India, 
showimi' the state of the sugar tro.de at Calcutta in the years 1828 
and 1829 (p. 8fi9). 

14. Statement by T. V. Buxton, Es([., of the decrease of tlui slave 
po|)ulation of the sugar colonics, drawn from official returns ([>. 
872--881). 

1.0. Iveply to the West Indian explanations of the decrease of the 
slave po])ulation in tlie British sugar colonies (p. 891 — 893). 

If). Correspondence ol" Viscount Goderich with the Bishoj) of Ja- 
maica, and the Bishop's reply ol' the 29th August, 1831, on tlie state 

religion in .lamaica and its dej)endencies (p. 896 — 900). 

17. The case of Mr. (.'ustos .lackson and his wife, respecting their 
I re;.'.tmeiit of two i'emale slaves, as contained in a, despatch of Visconni, 
Cotlerich of {he ) st N'()vemV)er, 1831 (p. 905 — 908). 

18. An account of the complete enfranchisement of the ibrfeited 
AiVieans, anti of ihe slaves belon^'imi,' to the Crown in all the colonies, 
as drawn IVom ollieial and parliamentai'v doeuments (p. 921 — 9r24). 

19. The history aiid ihc eiiects ot" emanci])ation in the case oi' 
( J iiadaloupi', as drawn from authentic sources, and accompanied l)v 
otiicial documents (p. 924 — 929). 

20. An actMunit of the emancij»at ion of slaves, and of the culture 
of sugar by free l',d)our, in Mexico, drawn from t:hc ol'hcial corre- 
spiindeiiee of i\lr. Ward, the Mexican envoy, with Mr. Canning, and 
iV<»ni Mr. Ward's work on Mexico (p. 929, 93)0). 

21. Tlu' case of the emancipation of slaves in C'ohnnbia. from 
anthentir sources (p. V)30, 931 ). 
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22. case of tlie MurooMs> in .lamaicu. wild olHcial staleinents ul" 
the progress of population amoiiji them, as lonipared with the iiur- 
roundiuij: shive population (p. 9:U -D-'M). 

23. The (juestion of the tendency of emancipation to jatxhsce 
pauperism, as it appears in official West Indian returns, consideriMi 
(p. 934—936). 

24. Comparative view of the progress of the slave, and of tlie free 
black and coloured, population, in the Island of T rinidad, as far as if 
can be ascertained from official documents (936-— 938). 

25. A view of the state of free labour and its advantages, in the 
Island of Trinidad, drawn from official returns (p. 938—940). 

26. A view of the progress of the free coloured jjopulat.ion in the 
colonies of Antigua, Barbadoes, Demerara, Grenada, St. Lucia, and 
Manritius, drawn also from official returns (p. 940, V)41), 

27. An account of the receipts and disburscjnents of tiui Anti- 
Slavery Society from its commencemeiit in 1823, to tlie end of 18:51 
(p. 949—9.56). 



Wc have now finished our lusk of analysing- tiie bulky voknnos which conniin 
die evidence on colonial slavery taken in die lasl session of pariianicnl, by thecom- 
niittees of both houses. And, in bringing our lai)ours to a close, we cannot deny 
ourselves the pleasure of again congratulating our friends, (liroughout the United 
Kingdom, on the results of die enquiry — residts which we cannot but regard as 
most triumphant. 

At tlie close of our la.si number we did not hesitate to cxpres.s our entire con- 
viction that the abolitionists had established their case in evidence. We do so 
on the present occasion, if possible, with a still more undoubting confidence, 
it has been proved, with the clearness of demonstration, that colonial slavery 
may be al)olisliod forUiwith, to ihe unspeakable advantage of tlie suflering shi.ve, 
and without danger either to the ])ublic j)eace or to the persons or property of 
the inasier. What motive, therefore, can exist for any furtlier <ielay "( Wliat 
course can now remain for a Christian Govcrmncnt and a Christian Parliamenr, 
to take, but to pronounce its immediate and entire extinction, accomj)anying the 
measure l.w sueli wise and just precautions as may obviate the alarnis of the niosi 
'.iniid ? 

We put tliesc questions at the close of our last number. Since wc \mered 
them, parliament has assembled, and our position is soniewhiit cliangcfi bv what 
lias taken place there. In reply to Mr. ]>uMoii, uho had yiveii notiu' of ;i mo- 
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lioii lor ubulisiiinL!; sluvery, unless gov(3rnmtint should tiike (lie mutter into tlieii 
own liaiK.ls, LoilI AltUorp stated that it wu^ tlioir intention so to do, and that 
iie sliould l)ring before the ilousc, as soon as it was inaturedj a ineasiire whicli 
he trusted would be both save and satisfactohy. 

Of the details of tliis measure we can of course know nothing ; but we hail tlie 
announcement of it with unfeigned delight, and with heart-felt gratitude to the 
great Disjioser of all events for this cheering indication of his favour. 

It would argue an utter ignorance of the frank and manly character of Lord 
A I thorp to entertain the smallest doubt as to the sincerity with which this 
pledge lias l)cen given, and as to its entire accordance with the purposes of His 
Majesty's goverrmient. NVe therefore await the fuller developement of the pro- 
posed plan with confidence, indeed, but yet with intense anxiety. And this we 
apprehend is the feeling of the whole nation. They arc looking forward, in a 
Slate of breathless expectation, for tlie result; and we trust that they will not be 
(iisai)pointed of their hope. The opponents of emancipation, we are well aware, 
will not l)e ituiclive. They ;tre skilled in the meciiauisni of unfounded alarmS; 
and no artiiice will be spared to create such alarms. Only tl^erefore let us be 
vigilant, watching with calmness the course of events, but prepared at a moment's 
notice lo act with energy and decision ; and then we need not doubt that the 
irreversible decree shall ere long go Ibrth, whicli shall for ever efface tliis stain 
from the national character, and give liberty to llie now prostrate slave in every 
corner ofJIis Mnjesty's dominion';. iMay God Almighty iuliil that expectation ! 
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